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‘Woolloomooloo Band of Hope,’ is a new temper- 
uuce association in Sydney, Australia. It is a serious 
matter to take a name like that on one’s self. 


Words on the Sunday-school lessons from the Rev. 
Dr. Ormiston, are sure of a welcome from thousands 
of readers who have been so many times helped and 
instructed by him. His sketch of Elisha, to which 
we give a place this week, will not fail to prove 
attractive. 


Sermons fill perhaps a more important place in 
religious periodical literature than at any former time. 
They are read in the household, and they are often 
made use of in church or school-house gatherings in 
the country, in the absence of a clergyman. We 
have been more than once asked to publish some- 
thing in this line. While we do not purpose to 
. attempt it as a uniform practice, we may occasionally 
print a sermon which seems likely to meet the wants 
of our wide circle of réaders. We give one this 
week on “Our Country,” by the Rev. Mr. Dana, of 
this city, which, we are confident, will gratify many 
readers, both from its theme and from the facts and 
thoughts with which it abounds. 


You can never be great in any sphere by trying to 
be great. You may secure a situation or get a pub- 





desired. Unless you give yourself heartily to the 
work to be done in your sphere you will not do that 
work well, and everybody who measures you fairly 
will know that fact. If however you do the best 
you can wherever you are you may find yourself 
distinguished before you know it. If you heara man 
spoken of as an admirable superintendent or a supe- 
rior teacher, you will find that he is absorbed in his 
work for his school or his class. A’man’s best work 
is always done for that to which he gives himself 
with undivided heartiness. As soon as he begins to 
ask “ What will other people think of my way of 
leading this school, or of teaching this class?’ he is 
likely to lower his standard of good work in his sphere. 
It is only he who loses his life in the cause for which 
he lives who shall find his life in an unlooked for 
recognition by others of his devotion and consequent 
success, in the work to which he has given himself. 


In the contributions in aid of the family of P. P. 
Bliss, a remarkable illustration is given of the unity 
and warmth of feeling pervading the Sunday-school 
ranks. Hardly had the call of Mr. Moody for con- 
tributions to this fund been fairly heard throughout 
the country, before it was followed by his statement 
that all the money desired was already in hand. 
But it was easier to start the giving than to stop it; 
and to the present hour, new offerings are coming in 
from children and ‘their friends, near and far. No 
special request was made for anything to be sent to 
the office of The Sunday School Times; but as soon 
as it was found that money for this object would be 
received and acknowledged here, the flow through 
this channel began, and now, in looking back, it is 
found that contributions have been acknowledged 
by us from twenty-three states and one territory, 
besides Canada and the West Indies; and that schools 
of at least fifteen denominations, besides undenomi- 
national schools, are included among the givers. So 
far-reaching is the influence of that delightful singer's 
life and work, and so warm-hearted and open-handed 
are the children in our Sunday-schools. 


When a professional temperance lecturer tells how 
heavy is the curse to the public of the rum traffic, in 
the money which it squanders and in the crime of 
which it is the cause, it is very easy to call his state- 
ments extravagant and one-sided, and on that plea 
to refuse to give them attention. But when an im- 
partial judge speaks on this subject from the bench, 
in the exercise of his official authority, his words 
ought to command a fair hearing from all. Judge 
Peirce, of Philadelphia, in a recent address ‘to the 
grand jury, declared that in this city are about seven 
thousand taverns, or public drinking-places, this 
being an average of one tavern to every one hundred 
inhabitants, or, in fact, to every twenty-five adult 
males in the entire city. He also declared that of 
44,919 arrests in the city from all causes during 
1876, there were 24,511, or more than one half of 
the entire number, for intoxication or liquor-selling. 
His careful estimate of the cost of this traffic to the 
public shows fully $1,200,000 per annum for the 
arrest and conviction and punishment of its victims 
in Philadelphia, in addition to $21,000,000 squan- 
dered here in the purchase of liquor by its consumers, 





among that class of our citizens whose hard earnings 
are thus diverted from the savings institutions to in- 
dulgences which are destructive of both health and 
happiness? But this deplorable traffic comes freighted 
to us with greater burdens than those which affect 
material wealth. It brings in its train the broken 
health and squandered fortunes of thousands; the 
sighs and broken hearts of mothers, wives, sisters, 
and children ; ruined characters and desolate homes; 
widows and orphans, whose bitter tears are doubly 
bitter when they remember the causes of this desola- 
tion. Is it not a wonder, then, that as citizens, 
having regard to our material interests, as men having 
a sympathy with our fellow-men, and as Christians 
having regard to the highest moral interests of our 
fellow-beings, we are.so supine in our efforts to 
relieve us of this great evil?’ Who will say that 
these words of Judge Peirce have no bearing on his 
duty as a citizen, as a man, and as a Christian? 
Whoever has purchased liquor in Philadelphia, within 
the time included in this estimate of the cost of the 
traffic, has helped to swell the frightful burden of 
this curse. Only he who is a total abstainer is free 
from a direct responsibility of sustaining this accursed 
traffic. And every citizen has a duty beyond total 
abstinence while this evil prevails to the extent 
which is here disclosed. 





INSTRUCTION AND WORSHIP. 


These are the two elements which perpetually enter 
into religious exercises,—from those which are simplest 
and most private, to those which are the most elabo- 
rate and public; and the question continually arises 
as to their relative prominence. 

The Christian meets this question in deciding 
upon plans for his personal spiritual improvement. 
‘How much time shall I spend in secret prayer? How 
much in reading the Bible? When the Bible is in hand, 
shall I aim principally at devotional effects, or shall J 
study its meaning with thoroughness to'add to my 
knowledge of truth and duty? What use shall I 
make of sacred song in private life?’’ These are in- 
quiries which come up in a thoughtful mind, and they 
correspond to the true idea of religion as related to 
the nature of the human soul. For religion appeals 
to man asa rational, a sensitive and a voluntary being; 
and it has a direct adaptation to each department of 
his mental activity. It brings a great variety of truth 
before his reason; that he may understand the nature, 
character, and government of God, the obligations and 
necessities of man, and the redemption secured through 
the life and death of Christ. These truths reach the 
feelings as well as the understanding, by a necessary 
mental law; calling forth emotions of joy or sorrow, 
of complacency or dislike, of hope or fear, of tender- 
ness or severity, of desire or aversion. And then 
comes the crowning result, in the action of the will 
harmoniously wiih the truths perceived by the reason, 
and with the emotions and desires awakened in the 
sensibility. 

Religion thus stands related to the whole man, 
developing responsible character by voluntary action 
in view of the idea of right and wrong, and of the 
experience of happiness and misery. Consequently, 
to build up religious character, there must be exercises 
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of such a varied nature as to rouse all our powers of 
intelligence and sensibility, and to enlist them thor- 
oughlv on the side of God and righteousness. And so 
it comes about, that we need religious truth both in 
didactive and in emotive forms, neither alone meeting 
our full wants. Instruction and worship must go 
hand in hand. ‘ 

The Bible, indeed, in its own composition, and in its 
history of God's elucational dealing with his people, 
attests this fact. 
ology and ethics, suited only to philosophers; and yet 


It is not a logical treatise on the- 


it has its didactic portions, devoted principally to the 


ineulzation of doctrine ant duty, as in the epistles of | 


Paul, and its grave historic books, which make up no 
sinall part of both Testaments. But then what large 
appeal is also made to imagination and emotion in 
the Psalms and prophecies, which are sacred poems, 
intended to excite and to express feeling. accordant 
with the varied manifestations of the divine character 
and providence, and with the differing experiences of 
the church or of the individual. And when a divine 
economy of religion is given, under whatever form, the 
double element always appears. If there is instrue- 
tion throuzh inspired men, there is also worship by 
prayer and sacrifice. Ii Moses delivers the law, ne 
also erects the tabernacle, and institutes an extended 
ritual. If “the priest's lips must keep knowledge,” 
his hands must present the offerings of the people. 
If the Levites explain and enforce the statute-book, 
they also lead the praises of the sanctuary with voice 
and with instrument. The prophets not only taught. 
the people, but were mighty also in prayer. Axd 
Paul, who wrote the epistles to the Romans, the 
Galatians, an the Corinthians, arguing the grand 
points of doctrine and lite under Christianity, was 
equally careful to enjoin upon his converts the culti- 
vation, through worship, of the emotional side of 
their nature: “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord.” 

And so it must be that the Christian is to think 
and reason, to study an form opinions, to become 
intelligent about religion and be ready always to 
give an answer toevery man that asketh hima reason 
of the hope that is in him. But it is equally true 
that he is to have a cultured Christian sensibility, 
which shall melt appropriately into every occasion, 
shall glow with fervor over every view of God, and 
shall dissolve in gratitude at the feet of Christ. He 
must therefore draw near to God, as well as learn 
about God, and prayer ‘and praise must be as wings 
to bear his heart heavenward. And_ this, his own 
spiritual need, must teach him how to impress and 
influence others. 

The family, for instance, must have religion in 
these different forms. It must be partly instructive, 
but yet largely devotional. Children, as they grow 
up at home, are to be subjected to something more 
thin the dry drill of being taught a catechism, or 
otherwise indoctrinated, and must have their feelings 
enlisted by participation in earnest prayer and 
abundant singing. How many young hearts have 
yielded toa mother’s petitions which went up with 
their own childish requests at the throne of grace! 
How the home-singing has sometimes lingered ten- 
derly in the memory, and come up with impressive 
power, in after years of sin, when the parental 
teaching has faded away, or has been discarded for 
skeptical error. ILence the wisdom of the attention 
which is now paid to devotional exercises in our 
Sunday-schools. There are those who would devote 
the hour almost exclusively to the Bible-lesson, and 
who are restive under the hymns and prayers. But 
they are usually the dry, didactie sonls, who have in 
their composition little poetry or music, and whose 
very piety is a compound simply of doctrine and 
wii, That may answer, in an imperfect way, how- 
ever, for adults of character and experience, but it 
will never do for children. The young heart must 
sing its leas and its feelings, and a song may accom- 
plish with the child more than a lesson or a sermon. 
But then such exercises should be made spiritual, arid 





not merely artistic. The children must be carefully 
taught that it is the praise, and not the music, with 
which God is pleased; and that to pray in their own 
hearts is more than to hear or ‘“‘say a prayer.” 

The public services of the congregation come under 
the same law of mind and of spiritual need. The 
tendency is to an extreme, on the one or the other 
side. The Romish Church has sacrificed instruction 
to ritual worship; which yet has failed in part of its 
proper object by being conducted in a dead language. 
Some Protestant denominations also, while avoiding 
the latter error, have so prolonged the devotional ser- 
vices as to crowd the sermon into a corner. 


Protestants have made the opposite mistake, espe- | 


cially in Scotland and in New England by so magni- 
fying the sermon as to throw worship quite into the 
shade. This has unduly advanced the human ele- 
ment, and made the preacher the center of attraction ; 
so that the phraseology and thought have been, not, 
“Let us go tothe sanctuary to worship,” but, “Let 
us go to hear the Rev. Dr. preach.” ‘The effect 
on piety, also, has not been healthful; rendering it 
too intellectual, critical, and cold, and not sufficiently 
developing reverence, adoration, and holy rapture. 
The power of Christianity to affect the mind and 
heart of the world will depend not a little upon the 
preservation of a right proportion in these two grand 
elements of religion, both of which inhere in the gos- 
pel in a marked degree. Experience proves that 
Moody and Sankey work best together ! 











NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


———~>———_ 


any believer's testimony for the truth cinnot be denied; 
yet the simner who trusts the Lord Jesus as his Saviour is 
not to wait vntil he is himself an example of well-doing 
before he calls on other sinners tocome with him to the one 
Saviour. One of our readers in Orange, N. J., thus writes 
on this pomt. . ; 

Olten when I have felt a longing to testify of my heavenly 
Fathers gracious love, and of his care over me in the minutest 
detat!s of my prosaic life, of his tender compassion in any time of 
weakness of body or mind or heart. the thought has been suggested 
to we, You live tvo inconsistent and unworthy a life to speak of 
such things. People will deem your speech, talking to be heard of 
men—instead of for the glory of the Master.””. Therefore. I have kept 
silence and prayed for more grace to live a consecrated, devoted 
life, such as every constant Christian Sunday-school teacher should 
live. But last week when our pastor called for evidences of our 
love to Christ as expressed in the 116th Psalm, and the old excuses 
came again into my mind. I felt that they were suggestions or 
temptations from Satan, and I asked jor grace to be able to speal 
out if it were my duty to do so, and I was enabled to repeat from 
the depths of my heart. “I love the Lord, because he hath heard 
my voice and my supplications.”’ I felt more interest in the meet- 
ing. and a good feeling seemed to pervade the assembly. Now, was 
1 injudicious? and did I do harm in not continuing silent? Let us 
lear some more on this subject; for I feel there is a lack in our 
prayer and conference meetings which might be supplied by some 
who are now silent from a feeling of unworthiness and a couvic 
tion of their want of devotion to God. 

We certainly see no reason for thinking that this earnest 
disciple was injudicious in thus bearing grateful testimony 
to God's readiness to fulfill his promise to those who call 
upon him in need and faith. It is not well for any of us to 
claim that we are devoted and faithiul in God’s service. It 
is well for us to say that as simners we depend wholly and 
leartily on Jesus as ourSaviour. “ Professing religion” is 
aterm calculated to mislead young disciples. They may 
indeed shrink from claiming that there is in themselves any- 
thing commendable. But they should be ready to “confess 
Christ ” before the world us their Saviour ; and that term is 
a Letter ong than the other to employ in speaking of a 
Christian profession. When one takes part in a prayer- 
ineeting or a teachers’-meeting, it 1s almost invariably the 
case, as with our correspondent, that the participant feels 
“more interest in the meeting,” and that “a good feeling 
seems to pervade the assembly.” 





The only book which is absolutely indispensable in a 
Sunday-school is the Bible. A Sunday-school often gets 
on very well without a library. It cannot get on very 
well—it ought not to try to get on at all—without Bibles. 
A good sign of progress in public sentiment is the growing 
recognition of this truth. A zealous worker from Ojo has 
this to say on the subject : 

The Bible in the Sunday-schools! I had almost said “out of the 
Sunday-schools."’ Whilst I have no fault to find with lesson leaves, 


But other 


—_ a eo ame 4 
I have a serious complaint against many schools using them. They 
allow the leaves to take the place of the Bible. ln bow many 
schools do we find both in the hands of the scholars? Having 
visited a great uumber, in all parts of the land, I speak from a 
widespread experience, when I say that comparatively few ase the 
Bible in connection with the leaves. I once visited 1 school of 
nearly four hundred scholars where [ was invited to take charge 
of the “Bible” class. Finding need of a Scripture reference, [ 
asked for a Bible, There was none there. I then sent out into 
the main room, and not one could be found there except a huge 
volume from off the pulpit in the church. That served our pur 
pose only by two of us taking it upon our laps. At another time, 
the minister congratulated himself and the school that the excel- 
lent instruction precluded the use of Bibles, of which there was not 


one remaining in the rooms. Now, these are not isolated cases, 
| but, alas! too general. It is a growing evilin all denominations. 


| Need we urge that it is an evil? To be sure, the lesson leaves 
abound in Scripture quotations: but is not one great object of 
Sunday-schools to familiarize persons with the book called the 
Bible? 

Our correspondent is certainly right in supposing that 
lesson leaves are no proper substitute for Bibles in the Sun- 
day-school; and that the absence of Bibles in any school is 
an evil to be deplored. We are glad to have attention 
repeatedly called to this subject. Yet we are confident that 
our correspondent is entirely in error in supposing that the 
lack of Bibles in the Sunday scliool room “ is a growing evil 
in all denominations.” From all that we can learn of tke 
facts in the cause, we feel justified in saving that Bibles in 
the Sundey-school, in the hands of teachers and scholars, 
are far more common now than formerly, and that the 
gain in this direction is general and steady and rapid. We 
could name many Sunday-schools where the scholar who 
does not have his or her Bible in the class is an exception, 
and where a teacher without a Bible would be a curiosity. 
We believe that the introduction of lesson leaves and of | 
other modern lesson helps has greatly promoted the use of 
Bibles in the Sunday-school room. We ure sure that the 
statistics of the sales of Bibles, and that the testimony of 


: | superintendents who have watched the current of progress 
. : . | 
That inconsistency of life greatly lessens the power of | 


will bear us out in these assertions. 





Here is a call from Culpepper County, Virginia, for 
information on a point about which other workers may 
desire information. 
| I would like to have a few questions answered in your “ Notes on 
| Open Letters,’ as to the use of vour “Concert Exercises.” 





Are 
| the papers to be used in the exercise, or should the programme and 


the texts be so familiar as to be gone through with without refer- 


ence to the papers? Should the leader announce the hymus, or 


just let them be taken up by the Sunday school scholars at the 
proper time? I like the exercises very uch; but haying never 
been present at one. I don’t know how they are usually conducted. 

The ordinary method of using these concert exercises 18 
for each person or class to commit to memory the Bible 
texts assigned ‘to that person or class, and then be ready 
to recite them when called on. This involves -an assign- 
ment of the texts some time in advance; but. the texts 
with which any one person must be prepared are so few 
that there ought to be no difficulty in securing their thor- 
ough memorizing. 


Yet if a superintendent desires to use 
one of these exercises without calling on his scholars to 
commit the texts to memory, he can ask to have the 
texts read from the Bibles as they are called for by him 
from the desk. In this case, as in the other, the texts to 
be called for should be previously ussigned to those who 
are to render them. When the superintendent has a sup- 
ply of copies of the concert exercise, either in the paper or 
in separate sheets, he can give one to each teacher, as the 
teacher’s guide in the assignment of texts to scholars. 
But when he has only one copy, he can note on slips of 
paper the chapter and verse of the several texts, and dis- 
tribute them accordingly. In some cases an individual 
teacher or scholar recites the designated text; in other 
cases, the members of a class recite it in unison. The 
direction of the exercise is in the superintendent’s hands, 
The mention, in the printed plan of an exercise of passages, 
for Bible reading and of hymns to be sung, is for his guid- 
ance. He reads the Scriptures and announces the hymns, 
as atany other service in which he leads. Commonly he 
calls for each recitation in its order by a question to which 
the assigned text comes in answer. Ech person or class, 
as called on, rises, and recites in a voice which can be heard 
throughout the room. The effect of a well-arranged exer- 
cise of this sort is to present the considered theme in the 
very words of Scripture, so as to impress its force and 
beauty on every listenef. lir many places in New Eng- 
land and the West the monthly Sunday-school- concert, at 
which is rendered such a Scripture exercise as is here 
described, has long been one of the most attractive and 
instructive services in which young. and old can share 
together the instructions of the word of God. An, exercise 
of this sort has many of the features of the popular Bible 
readings. Indeed, one of these exercises may easily be 
used as a Bible reading. 
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THE JEWISH ROOM IN THE LOUVRE. 
BY THE REV. LEONARD WOOLSEY BAOON. 


Even the best of travelers, it is said, do not always tind 
their way to the right place when they go to Paris. Some- 
times it happens (by the merest pest nt) that very good | 
people get into exactly the wrong place, and learn something | 
of the vanity and folly of that great Bubylon, which they | 
would be all the wiser for not knowing. But still oftener 
they miss seeing some of the very things which, if they had 
found, would have made them more useful and happier as 
long as they lived. [Happy thought! A Christian traveler's | 
guide-book, that our tourists, who grow more nunicrovs | 
every year, may learn to be a blessing and help to all good | 





| 


| 
{ 
| 
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works, as they travel, and may gather materials for their | 
own good works when they get home. } 


In Paris, for instance, is a little room, not twenty feet 
square, in the basement of the Louvre, which many a tourist | 
docs uot so much as glance at; it was only by chance 
that I happened upon it, and yet it contains, among*its 
very few objects of exhibition, some of the most interesting 
and famous things in the world. It is “ the Jewish Room” 
of the Museum of the Louvre. Strangely enough, this 
great Paris Museum is the only one in the world which has 
a special department of Jewish antiquities ; and in this, you 
might almost say that the room was so called because there 
was nothing Jewish init. How completely all monumental | 
record of the golden age of the Hebrew people has been 
swept away! To and fro over those rocky cliffs of Jerusa- 
lem the nations have pulled and pushed each other in the 
tug of war, till they. have ground the very rocks to powder, 
and buried what perhaps may still remain of the work of | 
Solomon and Hezekiah and Ezra under the rubbish of innu- 
merable destructions. There is no such comment on the 
Lamentations of Jeremiah, as, after passing through the 
superb halls filled with the towering colossi of Ezypt, and | 
the profuse sculpture and inscription of Assyria, to come 
intu the little “ Jewish room” and see how scantily they 


Jewish. 

But jost look before you and see the incomparably 
precious monument in the centre of the room. You know 
it in a moment, itis so familiar to every one through en- | 
gravings and descriptions, although it 1s only seven years | 
since it wag heard of in Europe. It is the oldest alpha- 
betical inscription yet known to man—the Moabite Stone. 
The two yreat pieces that contain about half the inscription, 
and all the lesser fragments that it has been possible to col- 
lect from among the savages that destroyed it in their 
greedy quarrel, have been carefully set together in their | 
proper places in a block of black plaster that represents as 
perfectly as possible the original block of black basalt ; and 
in the spaces between the fragments are traced on the plas- 
ter the missing letters of the inscription so far as they can 
ve restored. Carefully framed alongside are (1) the few 
lines of the inscription as copied by Mr. Klein, the mis- 
sionary, that evening, when he, first of all Europeans, saw | 
the stone among the ruins of Dibon; and (2) the tattered | 


” 


reinains of the “squeeze,” or cast in Wet paper, taken after- | 
Wi urds hy a messenger of Consul Petermann, and brought 
away by him from the midst of a fierce crowd of quarreling | 
Arabs, at the expense of a spear-wound in his thigh. The 
former is very fragmentary, and the second is almost illegi- | 
ble; but they are of immense value in insuring the right 
placing of every one of the pieces, and in restoring a few of | 
the letters. Altogether, by all these helps, we have almost | 
the entire Moabite Stone reproduced before our eyes, and 
read upon it in almost our own English letters, and in pure 
Hebrew language, the story of the campaign that is “left 
half told” in 2 Kings, chap. 8. About this time the story | 
of the Moabite Stone will have been told in all parts of the 
United States by thousands of studious teachers to myriads | 
of interested scholars. [Happy thought! What a capital 
Sunday-school book the story of this block of basalt would 
make! } | 
Fixed into the wall, over against the Moabite Stone, is a | 
block of plaster very much like a block of marble with a 
Greek inseription in capital letters; but the letters seem 
broken and obscured, so that it takes a practised eye to read 
them. The inscription was discovered only five or six 
years ago, built into the wall of a house at Jerusalem, by | 
Mr. Clermont-Ganneau. He took a careful squeeze from | 


it, meaning to come back again and secure the block itself; | 
but meanwhile it went the common way of destruction to | 
which the relics of Jerusalem seem doomed ; and all that | 
remains of it is this cast made in the mold of “ papier- 
maché” which Mr. Clermont-Ganneau had made. The in- 
scription is in seven lines of Greek capital letters, of which 
the following is a translation : 

Let no Gentile pass the balustrade that surrounds the | 
holy place, nor the inclosure around the temple. Any per- | 


; stones planted at certain distances warning strangers, in | 


the siege. It adds to the interest of these mute witnesses 
| of memorable and awful events that they were found in the 


‘explored by.M. de Sauley,—the so-called ‘Tombs of the 
| Kings,” on ‘the sides of the North, of the city of the Great 


| chre, proved by all its decorations and contents to be of the 
| later Roman period, he lius found the venerable and verita- 
| ble tombs of the kings of Judah, which all the Sunday- 


| coffin-lid, which is shown as the cover of the sarcophagus 


|in which the flesh of David “saw corruption.” Every 
have been able to supply even ‘this with remains actually | ; 


authenticity, by which it is surrounded, should be degraded 


| trait of that mighty ‘“‘sheeprauster,”” Mesha, whose story is | 


| scanty are all our monuments of the Jewish times! But | volee was heard: ‘Save me, and 


| of war shall overtake those Eastern lands, it will be one of | A general shout was tlie 
the incidental compensations of so great an evil, that many | 


| thirty centuries be revealed. 


| work. He felt tired and weary with his day’s toil, and | feet. 
| although the moon shone brightly 
| stars glistened like so many diamonds in the sky, vet he | 


| and nestled down in his arms so sweetly, might, during his 


| happy land where sickness, sorrow, and tears are alike 


— 8 NL NES ET OE RETR ANE AL 6k AES} 





son taken in this aot will be liable to the penalty of death, | small voice of God’s good Spirit had sent to his troubled 
and his blood wil be upon his own head. spirit, even amid the din and roar of the noisy machinery 
There are two passages in which Josephus speaks of | of the fuctory in which he worked, “Have faith in God.” 
But with all his efforts he dared scarcely Lope that his 
prayers for her recovery would be heard, or that once more 
\emember it, a few months | she would be restored to health and continne to be a joy 
hence, when you come to the lesson that speaks of the | and treasure within his home, while the storms of winter 
arrest of Paul, and -his attempted execution, on the very | were raging without. 
charge of bringing Gentiles into the temple. 


Greek and Latin, not to intrude upon the holy precincts, 
| This was one of those stones. 





But while he was brooding over his cares in this manner, 
There is hardly anything else in the room that connects | instead of casting them upon the Lord, his little Alice had 
itself unmistakably with the Jewish e ople before the de- 
struction of Jerusalem by Titus. Thelea 


in reality, unknown to him, passed through the crisis of 
t doubtful witnesses | her illness. The doctor had only an hour 


or so betore 
are seven little Jewish copper cvius dating from the period cheered the mother’s heart with the assurance, that with 


of the siege by Titus. Two of them are of the very year of 


quite out of danger, and speedily on the road to recovery. 

Quickening his steps as he felt the keen blast of the 
wind piercing its way inside his thick jacket, he hurried 
ulong, picturing to himself his little darling in her small 
bed, and almost afraid to hope she could yet be alive, and 
yet breathing a prayer that “if it is thy will, my Father, 
spare her to us a little longer!” 

All at once his steps were brought to a stand-still by the 
shrill voice of a Woman crying. “ Fire} fire! tire!” 


great sepulchre visited by all travelers, but only lately 


” 


King.” There is no doubt that this great sepulchral cavern 
has at some time been used for royal burials. In 1863 
M. de Sauley discovered there a sealed sarcophagus contain- 
ing the remains of a female skeleton; on its lid were two 
little lines of inscription, one in Syriac, one in square He- 
brew, which seem to read, SADDAN QUEEN. 


Looking 
in the direction from whence it came, he saw the figure of 
But the ex- & Woman reaching out of a window 
cited French antiquary wildly conjectures that in this sepul- | 





, While evidently inside 
the room flames were rapidly gathering strength and fury. 

In a few seconds all the locality was in commotion; 
some shouting, “ [etch the engines!” some. running in one 
direction, and some in another. Meanwhile the fire spread 
with increased rapidity, soon shooting out of the windows 
and bursting through the floor to the upper part of the 
house, and long before the fire-engines could reach the spot, 
all hope of staying its progress seemed to be gone. 

For a moment or so, John Knox felt: a doubt whether. it 
Was any business of his to intericre, and the more so as he 
thought of his darling Alice at home; but with the brave 
| instinct of a true man whenever danger is threatening and 
the claims of huianity are realized, le said, almost aloud : 
| ‘Perhaps there may be somebody's healthy « 
intelligent person who recognizes the palpably recent style | in danger of perishing. 
of its sculpture regrets that the objects of unquestionable 


school scholars of America know to have been in “ the city of 
David” on Mount Zion. There is no good reason to doubt 
that the mosque of Neby David, so jealously guarded by 
the Moslem from the tread of Christian feet, covers the very 
spot of the royal sepulchres. But nothing would satisfy | 
the Frenchman but that he must find not only David's 
tomb but his coflin; and one of the most conspicuous orna- 
ments of the little room is a profusely decorated marble 


w sickly child 
T'il go and see if I can render any 


” 


help. 


Without hesitating a moment he pushed his way through 
the crowd of spectators which had quickly gathered, and, 
Two other objects of high antiquity and interest are these; | casting his eye all over the house, le soon discovered it to 

be one large building, consisting of several flats or stories, 


by the companionsiiup of this impostor, 


but they are not Jewish: Que is « bas-relief from Ashke- g, 
lon, representing Ashtaroth, the abomination of the Philis- | im which lived, as he rightly Judged, many families of the 
tines of that city ; the other is the so-called Stone of Shi- working classes like himself. A general stairease led from 
han, from near the place of that name on the east of the | the street door to the top of the louse, and down it he soon 
Dead Sea. It is abont as large as the Muabite Stone, and | saw many of the tenants bringing 


their children, and such 
is believed to be of about the same date. It bears no letter 


, articles of furniture and clothing as they could secure out 
of inseription, but only the figure of a royal warrior with | of the way of danger. 


But all mtercourse was soon cut. off 
bow and spear. There is no harm in wondering whether in 


from the upper story of all by the rapid casey of the fire, 
this rough, primeval carving upon the hard, refractory | and even when the firemen, who bad « 


juickly come to the 
basalt, we have not, peradventure, the contemporary por- 


spot, began to send volumes of water upon the burning 
building, they found it was useless to attempt to ascend 


| told partivy in 2 Kings 3, and puartly in the shattered frag- | the staircase beyond the point at which the fire commenced. 


ments of his own boastful inscription immediately opposite. | All at once every voice w 


us hushed and every eye 
We turn from the little apartment with the thought, How | strained to its utmost, for a 


shrill ery of another woman's 
save my child!” 

At the top story of the touse might be seen, when the 
relies and inscriptions shall be splendidly enriched, and | smoke was blown away and the flames shot up their lurid 
floods of unexpected light be poured over all our ancient ' glare like mountains of fire, a woman with a child in her 
Scriptures. At this hour we are watching the frequent | arms, shricking for help, aud apparently almost hopeless of 


the day may be not far distant when our little store of | 


telegrams from Constantinople with the prayer, “Give us) success, 


peace in our time, O Lord.” But whenever the calamity | “ For God's sake, save me!” she again cried. 


only response, for, to all 
human appearance, it seemed impossible to reach her, 
And so it was so far as that house was concerned. But 
| John’s quick eye soon saw a possible way of escape, and in 
an instant he sprang forward und made his way to the 
door of the adjoining house, and, pushing it open, he swiftly 
| mounted from floor to floor 


a hidden thing will Le brought to light and the secrets of | 


Geneva, Switzerland. 


“HAVE FAITH IN GOD.” 


BY JOHN W. KIRTON. 


, and without ceremony entered 
| the first door he came to, where he found the oc upants full 
| of alarm lest the fire should also reach them and dk stroy all 
| their bits of furniture, ete. Their 

It was a clear frosty night in the month of December, | the fact that each 
187-, when John Knox was wending his way home from 


{AUTHOR OF “BUY YOUR OWN CHERRIES.’'] , 
l only hope rested upon 
house was built separate by itself. 
| Between each also was an opening of about three or four 
By means of windows ut the side of each house, light 


over his head, and the | was communicated to the staircase. 


These also were on a 
level with each floor, and it was to these John’s practical 
sense looked for the means of « scape. 

Coming to the front of the house first, and 
open the window nearest the burning one 


heeded them not, for his mind was full of the thought that 
perhaps his little Alice, who had so often climbed his knee, 


throwing 
, much to the 
surprise of the inmates, he reached out his strong body, 
and with a voice of authority, he shouted to the woman, 
who was still making her heart-rending appeal 
and save my child!” 


absence from home, have passed away to that bright and | 


unknown. 

She had been stricken down suddenly with fever in its 
worst form, and the bare thonght of losing her had for the 
first time led him to realize how much he loved her and | thestaircase window,” he cried: “Don't lose 2 moment.” 
| how hard it would be to part with her. Indeed, he strog-| They both disappeared together, John 
_gled manfully against the idea that such a calamity was | in the room to follow him to the landing, and he Ip in the 
| possible, while over and over again amid his fears the still | best way they could. He pulled out the window, and, in » 


“Save me, 


“Twill, by God's help, if you will make your way to 


asking the people 


, care and patience, with God’s blessing, slie would soon be’ 
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moment after, the opposite window was raised by the 
woman with her child in her arms. Although all this had 
been done in a few minutes, yet the flames had spread so 
rapidly that John had scarcely time to speak, ere the 
woman cried most piteously :— 

“The flames are coming—we shall perish. ” 

“ Have faith in me,” John replied ; “I will stretch myself 
from this window, and muke a bridge to yours, and you 
must get on the ledge, and then take a step on me, then 
spring into the arms of these here who are waiting to receive 
you.” 

Cheered by his assurance, and encouraged by those wait- 
ing ut the window ready to rescue her, she mounted the 
ledge, breathing a silent prayer to God for help. 

John also stood on the ledge, his feet held fast by two 
others who had offered their help, and giving the signal, 
he dropped across on his hands to the other window ledge, 
thus making his body a kind of bridge between the houses. 
Ina moment the mother, with her child clasped to her 
breast, stepped on his broad back, and then with a bound 
threw herself into the arms of those who were waiting to 
rescue her, and was in a moment out of the reach of 
danger. 

As soon as John heard their rejoicing he clasped the 
window ledge tightly, and asked for his feet to be released. 
Then dropping them down, and gradually drawing himself 
up, In a few seconds he raised his whole body on to the 
ledge of the open window of the burning house, just as the 
flames shot upward, scorching his hair and face. Witha 
bound back he cleared the passage, and joined those he had 
so nobly rescued from danger and death. 

All this had been the’ work of a few moments, and 
indeed, the people gathered in the street knew nothing of 
what had been done to resc'.e the woman whose voice they 
had heard. Putting in the window to prevent the flames 
readily finding an entrance, John said to the woman: 

“Come with me; I live only a few minutes’ walk away, 
and we will try and make you as comfortable as we can. 
God only knows, however, whether my child has been de- 
livered from danger.” 

“ Have faith in God, my brave deliverer, as I had faith 
in you,” she replied with deep emotion. 

“Yes, I will try,” he said, “ for all day I have had that 
blessed promise resting upon my heart.” 

“It has been answered in the deliverance of me and my 
child, and who knows but that it may be the case with 
yours also?” 

“Just so, you are right; andif not, I trust I can say, 
‘The will of the Lord be done.’” 

Away they went, giving but for a moment a parting 
glance at the burning pile, which soon after became a com- 
plete wreck by the falling in of the roof, amid the shrieks 
and shouts of hundreds of people who had gathered to- 
gether. 

On his way he briefly told his companion his trouble; 
and as he reached his door, his heart, which had been so ready 
to brave danger for othe®™, began to faint. But the moment 
his eye rested on the face of his wife he seemed to read 
“Good news.” Nor was he, as we have seen, mistaken. 
While he had been delivering from danger those who 
feared they had no helper, his darling child had also been 
mercifully delivered from real danger by Him who is 
mighty to save; and ere many days passed away she was 
pronounced by the doctor to be rapidly recovering, which 
also proved to be correct. 

It was soon noised abroad what a noble deed John had 
done, and the townspeople, notwithstanding his modest 
refusal, presented him with a suitable testimonial for his 
bravery. But the lesson he learned that night he always 
said was his best reward ; and often, when consulted by his 
fellow-laborers in their troubles he would say : 

“Have faith in God. However dark may be the cloud, 
or difficult the way, or great the danger, or heavy the trial, 
he is too wise to err, and too good to be unkind. Press on 
in duty’s path. Cherish the fullest confidence in the faith- 
fulness of your Heavenly Father, and say with David, 
‘What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee. In health 
or sickness, prosperity or adversity, danger or safety, in life 
or death, ‘HAVE FAITH IN Gop.’” 





OUR COUNTRY-* 


BY THE REV. DANA. 

“Now Joshua was old and stricken in years ; and the Lord said unto 
him, Thou art old and stricken in years, and there remaineth yet very 
much lan 1l-to be possessed.”—Josh. 13: 1. 

I wish to say something to-day about ourcountry. This 
has been a theme of more than ordinary interest dumng the 
last twelve months. 


&. W. 





The celebration of a century’s progress naturally turned 

*A sermon preached in the Walnut Street Presbyterian Church, | 
Philadelphia, on the occasion of the annual contribution to the cause | 
of Home Missions. | 





always on “glittering generalities.” 


our eyes backward and forward. In the midst of the jubi- 
lee came the exciting election of November last, with the 
agitation which preceded and the anxious hours which have 
followed. Unless we have greatly misinterpreted public 
opinion, there has seldom been more serious thought with 
reference to our country by our best citizens than within 
the past five months; never more importunate prayer since 
the war days of 1861. Our republican institutions have 
been put to an unprecedented test, and one which might 
easily have been the cause of our downfall. 

Thanks to a kind Providence, we have been kept from 
anarchy, from two rival presidents and governments, and 
from civil strife. In a contest so close, where there was so 
much just ground for doubt as to the real vote cast, it 
could not be expected that all people would be satisfied 
when the result should be declared. Yet from well-estab- 
lished precedents, we had reason to expect that the defeated 
party would abide by the decision of the highest tribunal. 
In this we were not disappointed. 


Praise be to God, who has given wisdom, moderation, 
and self-control to the people. From a state of unrest and 
ceaseless agitation we have come to an hour of quietness 
and repose. Our new president, assuming the responsi- 
bilities of his office with faith, courage, and divine depend- 
ence, has, by his modesty, patriotism, and singleness of 
aim, won for himself’ thus far the admiration of his sup- 
porters and the respect at least of his opponents. It cannot 
be denied, however, that grave questions are before us 
waiting a solution. 

It is not our purpose at this hour to preach what may 
be called a political sermon. It seems appropriate, how- 
ever, as we are to make our offerings to-day for the cause 
of home missions, for the extension of religious truth 
throughout our land, to say something upon the general 
subject of Christianity in its relation to the state; to look 
beyond ourselves to the religious wants of these United 
States, to ask if there is not yet much land to be possessed 
for Christ; to consider what Christian ideas have had to 
do in securing our prosperity hitherto, and what potency 
they must still have, if our country is to be preserved. 


There are some people who never exercise any proper 
forethought. When happily out of one difficulty, they 
move along unconcerned till another trouble arises, when 
they hope by some chance turn in the wheel of fortune to 
be delivered again. They make no careful provision for 
the future, and are never prepared for those emergencies in 
life which are so apt to await them. It is in the same 
spirit that very many deal with their country. In the 
light of these recent events, they will tell you there is no 
such people in the world as ours, and none to-day which 
has such a sure promise for the future. They believe in 
“destiny” as firmly as did Napoleon. They are not stu- 
dents of history; they do not inquire whether the same 
changes and influences which have caused the downfall of 
other nations are at work here or not. They know that 
somehow we always have been kept, and they think that 
somehow we always shall be. If you question them con- 
cerning the “how” and the “why,” they will give strange 
reasons for the hope within them. 

If you ask one man why he thinks this country is to 
last, he will tell you because it has stood so long and well. 
But other nations, that have lived for centuries, are dead 
and forgotten. Another will say, because our country is 
so large, so rich in soil and resources, so capable of sus- 
taining a vast population. Think of Persia and her do- 
minion in the reigns of Cyrus, Darius, and Xerxes; think 
of the wealth and magnificence of Nineveh and Babylon, 
and remember how these world empires have passed away. 
They were wealthier, mightieg, stronger than we; but they 
died,—died from enervation and wickedness. Another man 
will declare that we are to endure because of our freedom 
or our education,—or both. Rome and Greece were once 
free, and the Grecians were the best educated people of 
their times. We can base no certainty upon our natural 
characteristics or resources. The Roman Empire has never 
been surpassed in its physical conditions. ‘The provinces 
bordering on the principal and secondary basins of the Medi- 
terranean enjoyed in healthfulness and equability of climate, 
in fertility of soil, in variety of vegetable and mineral pro- 
ducts, and in natural facilities for the transportation and 
distribution of exchangeable commodities, advantages which 
have not been possessed in any equal degree by any terri- 
tory of like extent in the Old World or the New.”* Yet 
Rome went down. And what is to sustain us? What 
have been and are to be the prime elements of our 
endurance ? 


We cannot live 
It is best for us to 


We might as well face this question. 


know, if possible, the real sources of our past growth and | 





*“The Earth. As Modified by Human Action.” By George P. Marsh. 





prosperity, and what must still prevail if we are to possess 
the land. 

There are three divine institutions, the family, the 
church, and the state. Each is, with us, independent of 
the other, though all are closely related. The state protects 
each in its legitimate place; and the family and church, 
when divinely directed, must minister to the highest weal 
of the state. We are all agreed that the best government 
is that which approximates nearest to self-government; 
that in which the people need few laws because restraining 
themselves. The ideal home or school is one in which there 
is no necessity for regulations. Obedience is spontaneous 
because love prevails. So an ideal government would be 
one in which people would do the right without fear of 
penalty or punishment. With such people there would be 
no need of legislatures, or police, or standing armies; they 
would control themselves and deal justly with their neigh- 
bors without the pressure of public opinion or civil 
law. 

It is very evident that in a republic, where the power 
resides with the people, this spirit of self-government must 
largely prevail. This is not so necessary in a despotism ; 
for there, if the central power be strong enough, the people 
must obey whether they will or not. Good government 
will depend upon the character ot the rulers, And where 
the people themselves are the rulers, by the same loyic the 
government must depend upon the character of the peuple. 
If you ask how this spirit 1s to be promoted, some will tell 
you through education. Give the people light and knowl- 
edge, let every citizen be able to read and write. Is the 
whole problem solved when that is accomplished? Are 
there no educated villains? A republic furnishes ample 
field for the unscrupulous man, with well-trained brain. 
The Aaron Burrs with brilliant intellects and fascinating 
manners can captivate the multitudes. 

Knowledge will ever be power. The prime question is, 
What direction shall that power take? Shall it be power 
for good or power for evil? It is a blessed thing that in 
the past religion has so largely controlled the educational 
institutions of our country. They have been founded 
with prayer. Most of our large colleges were started by a 
few devoted ministers and laymen. And when men de- 
nounce without qualification the large number of small, 
sectarian colleges, they should remember that the large, 
strong colleges of the present were once weak and strug- 
gling. There may be an unwise multiplication of colleges 
in certain localities, but in our country, with its immense 
distances, it is a great advantage to the poor and the worthy 
to have the opportunity of an education near at home; 
and because of this opportunity hundreds of the best men 
in the nation have enjoyed a liberal education. 

I would like to say a word, too, in defense of so-called 
sectarian colleges. When Mr. Huxley desired to attack 
the Book of Genesis in his New York lectures, he struck 
instead at blind John Milton. When a class of thinkers 
and writers of the time would do away with all religious 
influence in our higher institutions of learning, they 
make a severe onslaught upon sectarian colleges, thinking 
that, under cover of that word, they may get a hearing 
from the public, which otherwise would not be granted. 
What they really desire, is to do away with the Christian 
college. We apply the word “sectarian” to a prose- 
lyter, to a man who has more zeal for his sect than 
for Christ. Does that word designate the real character of 
Christian colleges under the control of our different relig- 
ious denominations? For example, the most of our promi- 
nent New England colleges have been in connection with 
the Congregational Church ; the trustees and faculties have 
been mainly in communion with that body, but there has 
been no studied attempt to made the students Congrega- 
tionalists, while there has been an earnest effort ‘to fortify 
them with the evidences of Christianity,eand to induce 
them to become Christians. This, we believe, can be fairly 
said of the great proportion of all our Protestant colleges. 
Their aim is not to destroy the denominational preference of 
the student, but to deepen his personal faith in Jesus Christ. 
And can any one doubt the character of that influence as 
compared with that which is indifferent or anti-Chris- 
tian? : 

Were I asked the cause of the stability of our nation 
thus far, next to the influence of the church directly upon 
the morals and religion of the people I should place our 
Christian institutions of learning. Think of the revivals 
that have visited these schools and colleges, the noble men 
and women who have gone from them. Think of that 
host of self-denying educators, who, living ordinarily upon 
the merest pittance of a salary, have toiled on in love and 
enthusiasm, stamping themselves upon hundreds and 
thousands who have risen up to bless their generations. 
From these institutions have come the ministry and some 
of the most honored in all our professions. 

People generally look up to leaders and hang upon the 
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opinions of others. Other things being equal, the man of 
education has more capacity for leadership than the ignorant. 
How important that these leaders of thought and molders 
of opinion should cast their influence on the right side! If 
the leading lawyer or physician of a place be skeptical, he 
is very apt to have a following among the young, who quote 
him as an oracle of wisdom. You can point to large com- 
munities that have been spiritually blighted by the teach- 
ings of such men. What is needed in these instances is a 
few vigorous thinkers on the other side. And where can 
they receive such a training as in our Christian colleges? 
Our Christian institutions of learning have done much in 
the past, in promoting the wise education of both sexes. 
There is still need of advance in this direction, of larger en- 
dowment, so that the poor can have within their reach the 
higher ranges of education. This work can never stop. 
There is need of constant expansion and progress. We 
must not let the population outstrip our provision for it. 
And our prayer and desire should be that the young should 
be taught the principles and be imbued with the spirit of 
our Christian religion. ' 


Much is said by some about pious dullness and brilliant 
wickedness, as if strength of mind and purity of heart could 
not go together. In America the word “smart” covers a 
multitude of sins. We admire the quick, the bright, the 
witty, and forget for the moment his wickedness. But after 
all, when important places are to be filled, the first requisite 
is a man of character, one whom others can trust. That 
young man may be the best accountant in the bank, but his 
intemperate habits will eventually cost him his place. The 
tricky lawyer may be sought by a tricky man with a doubt- 
ful case, but with all his ability he is not called to the 
management of vast and sacred trusts. The civil engineer 
may have every mental qualification for his profession and 
yet fail for the want of principle and integrity. It is not 
necessary to enlarge upon this point. Confidence between 
man and man must lie at the basis of all human interests ; 
without it society flies apart and civilization is stopped. 
History confirms the biblical teaching that religion is at 
the foundation of all permanent morality. As promoters of 
both morality and religion, our fathers recognized the neces- 
sity of having the educated thought of the land in unison 
with the Christian faith. These Christian heroes of the 
olden time lived not to themselves alone. They toiled in 
poverty to plant the log college by the simple church edifice ; 
and think what fruit has been borne by the seed which they 
dropped! As patriots, they aimed for self-government 
through the well-trained mind and the obedient heart. As 
Christians they comprehended the needs of their day, and 
built also for those who have come after. 

Without dwelling longer on the educational force as it 
has been and ought to be in our country, let us consider 
the general religious work in the land, and ask what it has 
had to do with the prosperity and stability of the people. 
A century ago, only a very narrow strip of territory on this 
Atlantic coast was settled and occupied. As the people 
pushed westward, those who had enjoyed a religious train- 
ing desired to have kindred privileges for their children. 
In the scattered settlements, preaching was infrequent, and 
usually by itinerants. The time for Sunday-schools had 
not arrived. Not till early in this century were organized 
efforts made to reach the people through the Home Mis- 
sionary Society. The pioneer fields for this work at first 
were in Western New York and Pennsylvania, that pore 
tion of our country where now we find some of the strongest, 
most active and benevolent churches,—churches that in turn 
are doing a grand work for the regions beyond, at home 
and abroad. They once needed and received the help of 
Christians to the east of them; now they are not only self- 
supporting, they reach out the hand to the feeble of our 
day. 

As we often learn more from a single instance than from 
general statements, let me call your attention to the one 
state of Illinois as an illustration both of the rapid growth 
of our country and what religion has had to do in making 
our people what they are. Illinois was admitted as a state 
in 1818, and fifty years ago it had a population of seventy 
thousand people. To-day it has a population of about three 
millions, equal to the thirteen original states in 1776, Sixty 
years ago it had not cast’its first vote for president. Within 
the last sixteen years it has furnished two double-term 
presidents. In 1819 there were two Sunday-schools; now 
there are six thousand of them, and over eleven thousand 
free schools. To-day the Protestant Church organizations 
of Illinois number four thousand two hundred and ninety- 
eight. In the early days of missionary work there, young 
men went out in bands from the colleges and seminaries of 
the East, some to be teachers, and others as preachers. In 
1835 a band of eighteen young men went to that state as 
ministers on a salary of $400 a year each. 

Try and imagine, as you consider the power of Illinois 
to-day, what its condition would be if the Christians of 





fifty years ago in our Eastern churches had said, “ Charity 
begins at home; we have enough to do to take care of 
ourselves ; if these people will push west, let them take the 
consequences.” What would be the character of that state 
as a part of our Republic if the fathers had allowed the people 
there congregated to grow up in ignorance and religious 





destitution? From one learn all. What has been said of 
the rapid growth and religious condition of Illinois applies 
with equal force to Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Iowa, Minne- 
sota, Mississippi, Kansas, and that whole belt of states of 
which we are so justly proud, and which hold the balance 
of power in the nation. 

Looking at this subject merely as patriots, we find 
what has been given of money or of life for the religious 
training of the people has conferred blessings of a hundred- 
1old upon the nation itself. As Christians, however, it has 
a far deeper interest still. We read in past accomplish- 
ments the progress of Christ’s kingdom; we think of the 
thousands saved, the millions of the young who are grow- 
ing up in the West in Christian homes and churches, and the 
position which this vast body of believers holds to the still 
increasing work at home and abroad. We havea mighty 
army of coworkers among those who under other circum- 
stances might have been our enemies. 

And is the work all done? Is there no land yet to be 
possessed for Christ? The fathers have entered into their 
rest, but ours has not come. This work for God and man 
can never stop so long as we remain in the flesh. You 
sometimes ask, When will these incessant demands for home 
and foreign work cease? when can we fold our arms, and 
close our purses, and worship Godin peace? My reply is, 
Not till death comes, if Christian ministers and Christian 
people are faithful to the word. And no Christian man 
ought to expect peace, who is content to give nothing and 
do nothing in a day like this. Is the work of grace ever com- 
plete upon ourselves or upon thosé near to us? You who 
are teachers in the Sunday-school, do you find nothing more 
to be done when your pupils have become Christians? Or, if 
you carry them forward till they are competent to be teach- 
ers, are there no other scholars whom you can gather around 
you? Because our own church had plenty to do five, ten, or 
twenty years ago, does the work of that period suffice for 
the present? Is there not enough to call out our highest 
energies now? So when our prayers and money are asked 
for the home or foreign fields, we are to remember that 
children are growing up constantly who need to be taught 
how to live and how to die. All Christian work also, if 
successful, expands, needing new laborers and increased sup- 
port. Then too in our country the work of emigration 
still goes on; there are vast territories yet to be peopled ; 
and in mining districts and railroad centers, towns and 
cities spring up like magie. What is to be the future of 
the place often depends upon the early shaping of the peo- 
ple. The devil is always active in the organization of such 
atown. The drinking-saloons, the gambling-den and the 
brothel are at once started. The few Christians are apt to 
be of the worldly type, who are more anxious for wealth 
than for the riches of Christ. How many such places have been 
entirely renovated by the labors of Christian missions? 
They have begun to preach in a private house, or a hotel or 
hall, with the few to sustain and the many to oppose. In 
time, the church has gone up, and the bell rings out its 
warning to the Sabbath-breakers and its invitation to the 
worshipers. Then comes the refreshing from on high. 
Parents and children are converted, the most hardened 
reclaimed, and the church made self-supporting and aggres- 
sive by the harvest of a single winter. Are not such results 
worth striving for? 


I might, were there time, speak of some of the dangers 
which now confront us as a nation. The ballot, for example, 
in the hands of the ignorant and corrupt. That ballot once 
entrusted, you cannot easily recall ,and the most we can 
do is to make a better man out of him who holds it. 
Consider also the millions of foreigners, who have so little 
knowledge of our government, or of the responsibility of 
citizenship. Speaking our language and attending our 
free schools will not necessarily make all these peoples 
homogeneous. Experience teaches that as patriots we 
ought to give them the gospel. But we want to stand upon 
higher ground than this. We ought to meet this question 
as Christians. While I see present and future dangers, I 
see also the grandest opportunity for usefulness that has 
ever been entrusted to Christians since Christ ascended. 
Joshua had done heroic duty in his day, but when gathered 
to his fathers there was much land to be possessed by 
those who came after him. We should be profoundly 
grateful to God for his fostering and protecting care, grate- 
ful for the Christian suffering and victories of our fathers ; 
but we are not to rest on their laurels, or be satisfied with 
their attainments. We are not to take the fatalistic view 
that God will care for us, no matter how we act. I believe 
But 


that God has yet rich things in store for this people. 





how will he help us? Just as he has done in the past —by 
human co-operation and labor. God did not found this 
nation by a miracle, nor save and rear it through the minis- 
tration of angels. He has led us on through the earnest 
work of consecrated men and women. What a heritage 
they have transmitted to us; shall we not add to it as we 
pass it on to those who follow? Consider the duty and 
opportunity now before us. Think of the comparative 
cheapness of this home missionary work. Foreign missions 
must spend years to acquire the language of the people. 
Here, representatives of all nations are coming, and we may 
preach to them the gospel in our own tongue. The re- 
ligious influence of our people is felt to the ends of the 
earth. 

Our ideas upon the subjects of temperance, the Sabbath, 
and Sunday-schools are receiving the thoughtful attention 
of the best Christians in Europe. No other country can 
do so much for Africa as ours, and who can tell what may 
yet be accomplished in China through the representatives 
of that empire now among us? Brethren, we pray, “ Thy 
kingdom come,” and it is coming with unprecented rapidity 
in our day. Shall we not add something to this onward 
movement? It can go on without us, but I, for one, 
would like to bear some part in this advance of truth. 
What we need is, like the Christians of Macedonia, “ first 
to give our own selves to the Lord”, and then, out of our 
poverty or abundance, give freely of our substance, heartily 
of our time and influence. 





FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


——$——_—__ 


WORDS TO YOUNG PEOPLE. 


BY MARGARET E. SANGSTER. 








COURTESY. 

Little girls, do you ever think about the meaning of 

words? This word now, courtesy, has something about it, 
which girls and women ought to care for very much indeed. 
You know that hundreds of years ago, in Europe, and in 
many heathen countries now, women are not much better 
than slaves, In China, for instance, when company comes 
to a house, the parents present the boys very proudly, but 
they send the girls out of sight as fast as possible. They 
don’t want anybody to know that they have little daugh- 
ters in their home. 
_ Gradually, in the Middle Ages, woman came up from a 
state of barbarism, and the clergy and poets together helped 
her to win her proper place. The lady of the castle kept 
the keys and presided at the feasts, wore beautiful robes 
of stuffs called samite and camelot, and gave medicine to 
the sick. She learned surgery too, and when the so!diers 
and knights came home from battle wounded and faint, 
she knew how to set the broken bones and bind up the 
bruised parts. So everybody treated her politely, and the 
sort of manners which then came to be popular in place of 
the old roughness and rudeness took the general name of 
courtesy. 

The Bible bids us to be courteous. Do you want to 
know the highest and loveliest style of courtesy, which you 
can practice at home, at school, and in the street? It is 
all wrapped up in one golden phrase, “In honor preferring 
one another.” Suppose you try to live with those words 
for your motto, say, for a whole week to come. 





BORROWING. 

Have your own things. Accustom yourselves to being 
careful to keep on hand your own stock of writing-paper, 
pens, pencils and India-rubber, Do not depend on mam- 
ma’s work-basket for a thimble or needles, nor on her 
bureau-drawer for ruffles and handkerchiefs. Do not con- 
sider that you have a right to borrow papa’s knife, nor to 
make a foray on Brother ‘l'om’s room for strings and wrap- 
ping-paper. Everybody should be independent of the home 
world, so far as some personai belongings are concerned. 
If you allow yourselves to form the habit of going here 
and there with “ Please lend me this,” and “ Do oblige me 
with that,” you will often annoy people who are too polite 
to show their feelings, and you will sometimes incur morti- 
fying refusals. It is usually much better to do without 
the use of an article, than to borrow it. This is especially 
true of things to wear. There are girls who put on their 
sisters’ hats and aprons quite indiscriminately. There are 
boys who never have a collar in their box, nor a tie that 
isn’t a perfect string, and not fit to be seen. 


Remember that a very wise man has told you, “The 
borrower is servant to the lender.” This has many 
meanings, or, rather, the meaning of it makes itself plain in 
many ways, as you goon in life. You will have a truer 
self-respect if you decide that you will, so far as you can, 
stand on your own feet, and not borrow your neighbor's 
crutches. 
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LESSON HELPS. 
INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON . CALENDAR. 


STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL. 
[Second Quarter, 1877.]} 





8. April 15.—Naaman the Leper 2 Kings 5: 1-14 
4. April 22.—Gehazi the Leper-.......-.-..---.-.---.2 20-27 
6. April 29.—El's‘\a at Dothan------------------ 8-18 
6 May 6—The Famine in Samaria --.--------------- 2 Kings 7: 12-20 
9. May 13.—Jehu the King----------- 20-31 
6. ‘May 2.—Jonah at Nineveh... 2.2 22.5..000s now eness Jonah 3: 1-10 
9 May 27.—The Death of Flisha_..-....------------ 2 Kings 13: 14-21 
10. June 3.—The Lamentation of Amos------------------ Amos 5: 1-15 
lil. June 10.—The Promise of Revival_------------------- Hosea 14: 1-9 
12. June 17.—The Captivity of Israel --.-----------.-- 2 Kings 17: 6-18 


13. June 24.—Review Lesson. 


LESSON 5, SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 1877. 
Title: ELISITA AT DOTITAN. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Frar Not: FOR THEY THAT BR WITH US ARE MORE 
SMAN THEY THAT BE with vuEM.—2 Wings 6: 16. 


Lesson Topic: Safety to God's Servants. 


1. Warned, v 8-10. 
Outline. 2 





Guarded, v. 11-17. 
3. Avenged, v. 18. 

JTIOME READINGS. 
Monday, April 23: 2 Kings 6: 8-18. Safety to God’s servants. 
Tuesday, April 24° Josh. 5: 15-15; 6: 15. 
Wednesday, April 25: Judges 7: 15-23. Lamps, pitchers, trumpets. 
Thursday, April 26; 2 Sam. 5: 17-25 
Friday, April 27: Acts 12: 1-17. 
Saturday, Apri! 23: Psa, 63: 1-19. 


The captain of the host. 


The sound of a going. 
Peter's deliverance. 
The chariots of God. 
Sunday, April 29: Rom. 8: 31-39. More than conquerors. 
LESSON TEXT. 
[2 Kings 6: 8-18.] 

8. Then the king of Syria warred against Israel, and took coun- 
sel with his servants, saying, In such and such a place shall be my 
camp. 

9 And the man of God sent unto the king of Israel, saying, 
Beware that thou pass not such a place; for thither the Syrians are 
come down. 

10. And the king of Israel sent to the place which the man of 
God told him and warned him of, and saved himself there, not once 
nor twice. 

11. Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled 
for this thing: and he called his servants, and said unto them, Will 
ye not shew me which of us is for the king of Israel? 

12. And one of his servants said, None, my Lord, O king: but 
Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the 
words that thou speakest in thy bedehamber. 

13. And he said, Go and spy where he is. that I may send and 
fetch him. 

14. Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and a great 


And it was told him, saving, Behold, he is in Dothan. 


host: and they came by night. and compassed the eity about 

15. And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and 
gone forth, behold, a host compassed the city both with horses and 
chariots. And his servants said unto him, Alas, my master! how 
shall we do? 

16. And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are 





more than they that be with them. 

17. And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his 
eyes, that he may see 
man: and he saw: and. behold. the mountain was full-of horses 
and chariots of fire round about Elisha. 

18. And when they came down to him, Elisha prayed unto the 
Lord, and said, Smite this people, I pray thee, with blindness. And 
he smote them with blindness according to the word of Elisha 


And the Lord opened the eyes of the young 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


2 Kings 6:8. Took counsel of his servants. And 
the servants of the king of Syria said unto him, Their gods are 
1 Kings 
and with good 





gods of the hills; therefore they are stronger than we. 
20: 23. 


advice 





Every purpose 1s established by counsel 
20: 18. 
understanding nor counsel against the Lord. Prov. 2 ee 





make war. Prov. There is no wisdom nor | 
Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have taken evil 
counsel against thee... thus saith the Lord God, It shall not 
stand, neither shall it come to pass. Isa. 7: 5-7.——Take counsel 
together, and it shall come to nought; speak the word, and it shall 


not stand: for God is with us. Isa. 8: 10. 

V.9. Beware that thou pass not sucha place. 
Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret 
Amos 3: 7 The Revelation of 
Jesus Christ. which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants 
things which must shortly come to pass. Rev. 1: 1. 

V.10. Warned him of.—-If thou warn the wicked, and 
he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he 
shall die in his iniquity. Ezek. 3: 19. And being warned of 
God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they de- 
parted into their own country another way. Matt. 2: 12. Who 
hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Matt. 3: 7.— 
By faith, Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, 
moved with fear, prepared an ark. Heb. 11: 7. 

V.1i). The heart of the king ... was sore troubled. 








untv his servants the prophets 














-——Aud the wemam eame unto Saul and saw that he was sore 





troubled. 1 Sam 28: 21 
passed by together. 
were troubled and hasted away. 


Lo, the kings were assembled, they 
They saw it, and so they marveled; they 
Psa. 48: 4, 5. The wicked are 
like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up 
mire and dirt. Isa 57: 20 When Herod the king had heard 
these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 
Matt. 3. 2. 


V.12. Telleth... the words that thon speakest. 
——Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the 








Lord, and their works are in the dark, and they say. Who seeth us? 
Isa. 29: 
places that I shall not see him? saith tie Lord. 


and who knoweth us? 15.- 





Can any bide himself in seeret 
Jer, 23: 24. 
he knoweth what is in 
Dan. 2: 22. 
But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets Dan. 2: 28. 

v.13. Goand spy where he is. Go, I pray you, pre- 
pare yet, and know and see his place where his haunt is, and who 
1 Sam. 23: 22. He lieth in wait secretly 
as a lion in his den; he lieth in wait tocateh the poor. Psa. 10: 9. 
Psa. 37: 12. From 
that day forth they took counsel together for to put him to death. 
John 11: 53.——And when it was day, certain of the Jews banded 
together, and bound themselves under a curse, saying that they 
would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. Acts 23:12 


v.15. Alas... how shall we do?——0 our God. wilt 
thou not judge them? for we have no might agsinst this great 
company that cometh against us; neither know we what to do: 
but our eyes are upon thee. 2 Chron. 20: 12 
in great fear, where no fear was: 





Le revealeth the deep and secret things 
the darkness, and the light dwelleth with him 








hath seen him there 








——The wicked plotteth against the just. 





There were they 
for God hath scattered the bones 
of him that encampeth against thee: thou hast put them to shame. 
because God hath despised them Psa. 53: 5. 
ful, O ye of little faith? Matt. 8- 26. 
v.16. Fear not. Fear ye not, stand still, and see the 
salvation of- the Lord Ex. 14° 13.——I will not be afraid of ten 
thousands of people, that have set themselves against me round 
about. Psa 3: 6. 
my heart shall not fear. 





Why are ve fear- 








Though a host should encamp against me, 
Psa. 27: 3. They compassed me about 
like bees: they are quenched as the fire of thorns: for in the name 
of the Lord I will destroy thera. Psa. 118+ i2.——Be not affrighted 
Mark 16: 6 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Luke 12: 382. 
ing terrified by your adversaries. Phil. 1: 28. 

They that be with us. The eyes of the Lord run to and 
fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the 
behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. 2 Chron. 16:9 
Be strong and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for the 
king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is with him: for 
there be more with us than with him. 2 Chron. 32 - 7. The 
Psa. 46: 7, 11. He hath delivered 
my soul in peace from the battle that was against me: for there 
were many with me. 











In noth- 











Lord of hosts is with us. 





Psa. 55: 18.——Take counsel together and it 
shall come to nought; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for 
God is with us. Psa. 8: 10——Thinkest thon that I cannot now 
pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than 
twelve legions of angels? Matt. 26: 53——Are they not all 
ministering spirits. sent forth to minister for them who shall be 
heirs of salvation. Heb. 1: 14——If God be for us, who can be 
Rom 8: 31.——Ye are of God, little children, and 
have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he 
that isin the world. 1 John 4: 4. 

V.17. Open his eyes.——Open thou mine eyes, that I 
may behold wondrous things out of thy law. Psa. 119: 18 
Isa. 42: 7.—--To open their eyes. Acts 
The eves of your understanding being enlightened 





’ . ce”? 
against us: 





To open the blind eves. 
26: 18. 
Eph. 1: 18——Anoint thine eyes with eye salve, that thou mayest 
see. Rev. 3: 18. 





INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 


The incident which forms this week’s lesson is one of the 
several which are given, regardless of connection, to show the 
divine attestations to Elisha’s prophetic position. One inci- 
dent, that of causing the lost axe-head to swim, is related 
between the narrative of Gehazi the leper and that which we 
are now to study. 

The warring of the king of Syria(v. 8) was one of the irregular 
guerrilla movements which abounded in that day. On the 
site and history of Dothan, see Professor Lewis's critical notes. 


| The*king of Syria.and the king of Israel here referred to were 


doubtless Ben-hadad II. and Jehoram. 

The sequel to the lesson is given in verses 19-23, the hosts of 
Syria being conquered by the power and kindnesa of the 
prophet. 


CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR TAYLER LEWIS, LL.D., 


Then. the king of Syria (v. 8). The word then must refer to 
the reign of Jehoram, son of Ahab. Some would give it to 
the time of the later king, Jehoahaz, but as Elisha expressly 
calls the then present king of Israel the son of a murderer, it 
must have been the former. ; 

Beware that thou pass not such a place (v. 9). 
well rendered, beware lest thou neglect it. 

Not once, nor twice (v. 10), that is, many times. 

Was sore troubled (v.11). Ivisa very strong word,—was 
in a great rage,—literally, in a tempest. It was because he 
suspected treason among his servants, a thouglit which aroused 
more indignation than the escape of his adversary. 

And one of his servanis said (y. 12). This is supposed by 





L.H.D. 


It may be 


| some, and with great probability, to have been Naaman, the 
healed leper, whose marvelous cure had made him regard the 
prophet as almost omniscient. 

And it was told him, saying, Behold, he is in Dothan (v. 13). 
This is the place where Joseph the dreamer met his brethren, 
and was sold by them into Egypt. It is only mentioned 
afterwards in this chapter. A knowledge of its site was long 
lost, until within forty yeare past it has been discovered by 
Robinson, whose arguments have been verified by later trav- 
elers. The great proof is, that the same name, with Lut a 
slight change, continues to this day, although the place is 
obscure and of little note. He found its remains on a beauti- 
ful green hill, about twelve miles north by west from Samaria, 
corresponding to what is said of it in this place. 
respects also it is quite satisfactorily identified. 

The servant of the man of God (v. 15). This could not have 
been Gehazi. The prophet could not again have emploved 
him in his service after his base falsehood, and his leprosy, 
moreover, must have disqualified him from all such employ 
ments. 

Alas, my master! how shall we do? 
hopeless despair. 


In other 


He gives up all in 
Being Without his master’s faith, he sees no 
mode of escape, and is frightened, perhaps, at the idea of suf 
fering some imtuediate danger. 

Fear not (v. 16). They are the comforting words which 
onr Saviour so frequently employs. They are used with great 
and consoling emphasis by the prophet: ‘t Fear not, for ] am 
with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God” (Isa. 41: 10) 

For they that be with us are more than they that be with them. 
The prophet speaks not of a casual event, but of something 
continued, and always true in the providence of God. It is 
all implied in the declaration of Paul, “ If God be for us, who 
can be against us?” (Rom. 8: 31.) But we leave this rich 
verse to the homiletical expositor, to whom it more properly 
belongs. 

And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his 
eyes, that he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the 
young man, and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of 
horses, and chariots of fire around about Elisha (v.17). We 
have here lifted for us for a moment a corner of the curtain 
that hides from us the invisible world. The miracle is not in 
the scene disclosed, but in tne supernatural opening of the eve 
to behold it. This invisible world, lying all above us and 
around us, and full of the evidences of God's providence 
beyond all that the visible nature ever furnishes, is a truth 
too little taught by our best modern theology, and wholly 
ignored by our most pretentious science; and yet, what das 
the latter to say against it?) The form in which it is presented 
in the Scriptures, here and elsewhere, shapes itself according 
to those conceptions which the natural eye and the natura! 
imagination alone can entertain. But the great reality that 
lies beyond, and which these forms represent, is more certain 
than anything on the face of the visible creation 

A careful study of the Scriptures shows that the world has 
a larger population than our ordinary means of knowledge 
would lead us to suppose. Invisible beings, superhuman if 
not angelic, havinge thereal vehicles of motion, and of vast 
force, may occupy, not merely the surfaces of the earth, and 
of other bodies which we suppose to be inhabited, but fill the 
air, the ether lying above the air, and all the intervening 
resisting space between the remotest parts of the earth, visible 
to our telescopes. There is nothing incredible, irrational, or 
unscientific in the idea. The ethereality of such beings may 
be as much greater than ours as the most subule of the mag 
netic and electric essences excel the densest rock or met»! 
Their power, moreover, instead of being diminished, may bi 
actually enhanced, according to the analogy which we see in 
substances near us. The lightest of these are found to possess 
a force which astonishes, and compared with which the mo 
mentum of denser bodies seems almost nothing. 

We have here the most decided testimony of Scripture. 
Paul speaks of the “ powers of the air,” and of spiritual evil 
beings in “the heavenly places" (Eph. 6: 12), that is, in the 
highest regions. But the consoling doctrine of mighty 
invisible agencies forming vast hosts under God's direction, 
working in nature, perhays in its most interior depths, and all 
for the carrying on of his moral kingdom, is too clearly pre 
sented on the face of the Bible to be denied. It is mentioned 
by the prophet here, not as a casual circumstauce, but as hav- 
ing a constancy and a commonness equal to anything in what 
we call the visible sphere. He prays that the young man’s 
eyes may be opened, that is, that his inner sight may be 
supernaturally quickened to discern the mighty fact. 

In other portions of the Bible, a single agent 1s in like 
manner presented to us, as when David saw the Angel of the 
Pestilence standing over Jerusalem with his drawn sword, or 
when the angel went forth at God’s command and_smote the 
Assyrian hosts. Profane history alludes to such a mighty 
destruction, though of course feebly attempting to interpose 
outward natural causes; it was the sirocco, or simoon of the 
desert, say some, that overtook this vast host, and buried 
them in death, as the army of Cambyses was in a similar 
manner overwhelmed in Egypt. But this does’ not radically 
change the nature of the case. Grant the presence of natural 


visible caures, whether in the pestilence or in these more 
striking calamities, it still remains, as a credible belief, that 
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euch strong invisible powers may wield the dire agencies of 
nature, even as mun wields them, but with a far greater 
knowledge and greater strength than he can exercise. 

On the other, and more pleasing view of God's providence, 
like testimonies are given us, as in Psalms 34: 7, “ The angel 
of Jehovah [that is, the angelic host] encampeth round about 
them that fear him, and delivereth them.” And again in 
Psalm 91:11,“ For he shall give his angels charge over 
thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.” “ Are they not all minis- 
tering spirits, (says the auchor of the Tlebrews,) sent forth to 
minister for thein who shall be heirs of salvation”’ (Heb. 1: 
14). Hence the doctrine of guardian angels or guardian gemi, 
sy common int the ancient and Oriental world. The rationalist 
Gesenius himself finds it in Job 33: 23, where he gives the 
name of Angelus Tutelaris to the messenger, or interceding 
angel, sent to show unto man the mercy of God. But more 
than all does our Saviour give countenance to this latter idea 
when he speaks of the guardian angels of little children (Matt. 
18: 10). “Their angels do always behold the face of my 
Father in heaven.” ‘* Vheir angels,”—it implies that there 
are also angels of adult persons. “Do always behold,” this 
implies that the angels of others do not thus steadfastly and 
uninterruptedly gaze upon the face of the * IToly One.” The 
first class had not yet committed sin, hence there is nothing 
io cloud the vision. In the case of others, the interruption, 
the frown, the shadow that comes between, has been ocea- 
sioned by the falling into evil of those whom they represent, 

It ought not to be d&amed pedantry if we refer, on this in- 
teresting subject, to classic and heathen antiquity. This tra- 
dition of guardian angels, and of guardian gemi and of an 
all-eurrounding and invisible world, has ever been in the hu- 
man mind. We find it strikingly set forth by the old poet 
Hesiod: “ Thrice ten thousand watchers of mortal men walk 
the broad life feeding earth. Clothed in aur, they scan the just 
and evil deeds of men” (** Works and Days,” line 256). Milton 
doubtless had reference to this passige when he makes it part 
of Adam’s address to Eve, in their evening worship: 

“Nor think, tho’ men were none, 

That heaven would want spectators, God want praise. 

Millions of spiritnal creatures walk the earth, 

Unseen both when we wake and when we_sleep, 
How often, from the steep 

Of echoing hill or thicket, have we heard 

Celestial voices to the midnight air, 

Sole, or responsive each to other's note, 

Singing their great Creator.” 


Milton’s imagination would represent their voices (if not 
their forms) as sometimes breaking through the partition that 
reparates the spheres. But though the Scriptures do not speak 
of it, still such vocal intercourse may have something to counte- 
nance it in the idea of a world as vet pure and sinless, Socrates 
believed in a guardian genius; the late Sir Ifumphry Davy 
firmly held that there are thinking beings closely surrounding 
us,and yet to us invisible. It is a rational, as well as a glo- 
rious belief. Well says an autlior of note: ‘‘ To insist that 
nothing exists but what the human eye can see is more worthy 
the intellect of a Calaban than that of a Milton or a Newton. 


And when they came down to him (y. 18). This seems plainly 
to indicate the coming of the Syrians to Elisha. Some, how- 
ever, distort the grammar to get the other sense, namely, that 
Elisha came down tothem. Dothan, they say, stood on a hill; 
but it should be remembered that it was surrounded by moun- 
tains, which makes the language perfectly applicable. It 
rhould be remembered, moreover, that the words up and down 
in all languages are often mere conventional or arbitrary 
terms. Zoward certain places is called going up, and hence 
the opposite direction is called going down. 
as this the language may have arisen. 


From such usage 


“ Elisha prayed unto the Lord, and said, Smite this people, 
I pray thee, with blindness.” The words for blindness and 


blinding in Hebrew are quite common, but the term here used 


is a very rare one, occurring only in this place and in Genesis 
19: 11, where it is applied to the Sodomites. It is not likely, 
therefore, that it means blindness in the usual sense of the 
word, although the old Latin and Greek versions have so ren- 
dered it. It is acompound word, a thing not very common 
in Hebrew. One part resembles the ordinary word to blind; 
the other is from a quite different root, meaning lo shine. The 
resulting idea would oe that of coruscation, or dazzling, and 
the whole wou'd denote visual bewilderment, rather, than total 
loss of sight. The Syriac renders it by a word denoting 
spectres. swimming vision, full of false images, and this would 
seem to suit the place exactly. Total blindness, we should 
think, would have prevented their. moving at all. Their suf- 
fering Elisha to lead them to Samaria, twelve miles distant, 
shows Aallucination, rather than the totally dark state denoted 
by the common word. 





PRACTICAL LESSONS. 
BY THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 
LFSSONS FROM THE VERSES. 

Verse 8. The God of this world is always at war with the 
Israel of God. There is a necessary antagonism. What com- 
munion hath light with darkness? The world that hated 
Grist and slew him, hates all his followers. ‘ Marvel not 





that the world hate you.” Satan must always be the foe of 
the church. God's Israel never has any season of truce. 
What was occasional with Syria is constant with Satan. Per- 
secution, ridicule, infidelity, worldly allurement, are various 
methods of assault. As with the church at large, so with the 
individual soul. We have to fight the good fight of faith. As 
long as we live “we wrestle.” Whenever we lay aside our 
weapons, we are in peril because Satan never ceases to * make 
war against Israel.” 

Satan makes war with thoughtful deliberation. as the king of 
Syna who “took coun:el with his servants.” 
wildly and at random. “ We are not ignorant of Ins devices.” 
We read of the * wiles of the devil.” The question, * Hast thou 
considered my servant Job?” implied that Satan was in the 
habit of carefully observing people, taking note of their weak- 
nesses, £0 as to tempt them more successfully. He finds out 
the feeple part of our nature—where we are most open to 
attack and the least suspicious of danger. * In such and such 
a place shall be my camp.” With an enemy so cunning and 
cautious, we cannot afford to be thoughtless and unguarded, 


Verse 9. God warns his servants of danger. Olten so as 
regards earthly perils. So Lot was rescued from Sodom. So 
Joseph aud Mary escaped from Herod, “warned of God ina 
dreata.” So Paul escaped the plot of the Jews at Jerusalem. 
So, near this very spot Dothan, Joseph had been delivered 
from the death which some of his brethren counseled, and, 
being sold into Egypt, became the preserver of his father and 
his whole family. Thus the Israel of God have been preserved 
“not once nor twice.” From Satan’s plots against the soul 
God always warns. There are cautions in the Bible so nu- 
merous and varied that by taking heed to onr way according 
to that word, we may frustrate every hellish plot. There are 
voices of Providence, admonitions of munisters, teachers and 
friends; conscience, and the Spirit of God whispering to the 
soul, which often say, “ Beware that thou pass not such a 
place” 

Verse 10. We should take the warning given. We may not 
always be able to guard against temporal evil, but we may 
against spiritual, “ The king of Israel sent to the place which 
the man of Gol warned him of." He fortified and garrisoned 
it, so that when the Syrians came expecting to take possession 
they found their attack provided against. So let us strengthen 
the weak places of our soul. Exyerience and self-examination 
will generally tell us where the enemy 1s most likely to en- 
camp. Are we likely to fail ae regards temper, forgiveness of 
injuries, virtue, temperance, benevolence, integrity ? Whatever 
be our weakest point, let that receive chief attention. There 
let ua plant our strongest garrisons, there keep constant watch 
and ward. 

Verse 11. Warnings of God are often attributed to the 
treachery of men. The king of Syria charged his own servants 
with acting as spies in the pay of Israel. How elxe could all 
his movements be known? Often has a message from the 
pulpit been so exactly suited to the condition of a hearer that 
he has charged some one of his household with revealing the 
secrets of his life to the preacher The Spirit of God is in the 
church, and often mysteriously directs the utterances of his ser- 
vants so that a mirror is held up in which the sinner beholds 
himself, and reads not only his secret actions but the very 
thoughts of his heart. Let preachers and teachers pray to be 
directed to speak to the consciences of their hearers, and let 
them follow the inward promptings to utter whatever is in 
harmony with ecriptural truth, although not premeditated. 


Verse 12. The God of Elisha knows all the secret plots of 
the enemies of Israel. There have been times of terrible perse- 
cution, when with hellish cunning the enemy has taken coun- 
sel to destroy. The victims of their malice may have known 
nothing of the danger till it burst upon them. But in all 
eves this is the comfort of the suinte—that every thought of 
their enemies is known to their Father, and that he is abie to 
counteract every wicked device. So whenever we fear some 
recret plot, let us remember—God knows! And every device 
of the devil is known and watched Ly Him who is ever 
making intercession for us. 


Ile does uot act 


God knows all our secrets. ‘The words that thou speakest 
in thy bed-chamber" are heard by him. All angry, untrue, 
deceitful, impure, proud, profane words are listened to, re- 
membered, recorded. ‘ What thou speakest in the ear in 
closets, shall be published on the house-tops.” It is recorded 
of Bishop Latimer that when he was conversing in a private 
room with some papists, he heard behind the tapestry that 
concealed the wall the sound of a pen. Thus warned that all 
he said was being recorded and might be adduced as evidence, 
he was more careful in every word he uttered. Thus let us 
keep in mind that all our words and secret thoughts are noted 
and recorded by the unseen but ever-present Ruler and Judge 
of men. If this should act as a warning, so also as an en- 
couragement. Let us constantly “enter into our closet and 
shut the door, and pray to our Father who eeeth in secret.” 
No human eye is there to see, no ear to listen; but our silent 
tears, our earnest cries, our appenls to God for pardon, com- 
fort, strength, these are all heard and recorded. If God 
knew all that the heathen king said in opposition to Israel, 
and revealed it to Elisha, much more he takes personal and 
immediate nete of what bis own children say in truthful, filial 








supplication to himself. Let our “b d-chamber’ be an 
audience-room for God; lét the place where we are most alone 
be the place where we have most intercourse with heaven. 


Verses 13,14. The folly of the foes of Israel. Wither the 
king of Syria considered Elisha knew his secret movements 
and frustrated them, or he did not. If not, then there was no 
reason why he shoul! seize him. But if he did believe that 
Elisha detected his plans, he might have been sure tlis plot of 
surrounding Dothan would not be unknown. If movements 
at a distance were again and again discovered, inuch more 
would the approach of the troops and the very place of the 
prophets residence. But very often the wicked seem bereft 
of their ordinary common sense; they frustrate their own 
plans, or secure the detection and punishment of their own 
crimes. 

Their plans may be perfect, and yet vain. 
feel sure of success. 


The king might 
}lis information about the prophet's resi- 
dence was correct: he had “horses, chariots. a great host." 
Night favored their advance; the city was entirely surrounded. 
and no alarm had been given. Was not the prophet already 
in iis hands? “The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly 
out of temptation.” So were the Israelites delivered when 
hemined in between Pharaoh and the sea. So was Danie} 
saved from the lions, and Peter from the privon and sword of 
Herod. “ No weapon formed against thee shall prosper.” 

Verse 15. The lack of faith produces fear When Elisha's 
servant saw in the early morning the host that encompassed 
the city with horses and chariots, he evriel—" Alas! my master, 
how shill we do?” IIe saw only the visible and ear. bly, not 
the unseen and heavenly. Ie might well be airaid. How 
could he elude, how resist, such a Weleaguering host? Ile did 
not see the hosts of God; he did not consider how God had 
already helped his servant. Looking only at the outward 
circumstances, he was frightened and in despair. So shall we 
ever be liable to fear while we take notice only of what 
appeals to the bodily eye and ear. Like the disciples in the 
storm, thinking only of the winds and waves, and not of the 
power of Jésus, we shall often fancy we are about to perish 
and cry, * Alas, my Master!” 

Verse 16. The courage of faith. Tlisha was not afraid, 
He saw all that his servant saw—the horses and chariots 
round about; but he saw another host of chariots and horses 
over against his foes and mightier than they. Fearless him- 
self, he stimulated the courage of his eervant, snying, Fear not 
So Paul the prisoner was undaunted when all the mariners 
des aired, and he exhorted the crew to be cf good cheer, “In 
the fear of the Lord 1s strong contidence.” ‘ Who is he that 
shall harm vou if ye be followers of that which is good?” 
The servants of God, living by faith, may ray, “I will not be 
afraid of ten thousands of enemies that have ret themselves 
against me round about. Though an host should encamp 
against me, my soul shall not fear!” 

Tuith must be mysterious to the unbeliever. The servant 
would marvel that Elisha was not alraid, and might think 
him dreaming if he spoke of chariots of fire. The inner life of 
God in the soul cannot be understood by the spiritually dead. 
“The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him.” 

Verse 17. The strong should help the weak. Tlisha did 
this by his own example of courage; by his exhortation, * Fear 
This 
is an important petition to offer for all who are spiritually 
blind. They do not mourn, for they see not their sin; nor 
flee, for they see not their danger; nor love Christ, for they 
see not his beauty; nor seek heaven, for they ree not its 
reality. Lord, open their eyes! Lect us offer this prayer for 
ourselves. At the best we only see partially. Our eyes are 
weak, our vision dimmed. We see temporal things so vividly, 
spiritual things eo faintly, that we need constantly to pray, 
“Open thou mine eyes, that I may see!” 


not;" and chiefly by his prayer, * Lord, open his eyes.” 


The angels of the lord are always round about his people. 
If the horses and chariots of Syria threatened the prophet, 
there was another set of horses and chariots to defend him. 
What were chariots of iron and horses of flesh, compared with 
the fire that could overleap and devour them? What earthly 
If the vision did not 
God's 
“The angel of the Lord 
encampeth;" “The chariots of the Lord are twenty thousand.” 
Round about the mount which the enemies of Jesus had com- 
passed in triumph, there were “more than twelve legions of 
angels.” This angelic host was there before the servant raw 
Faith did not bring them, but perceived them. The 
protecting love of God for his children is not dependent on 
their recognition of it, but their comfort is. May we not only 
be thus protected, but see and know it! 

Verse 18. God sends blindness as well as sight. ITis ene- 
mies are often smitten with judicial blindness, as was Pharaoh 
when he plunged into the Red Sea to his destruction. Ely- 
mas the sorcerer was struck blind “fora season "as a needed 
reproof and correction. Many, as these Svrians, are deluded 
by their own ignorance, and led into dangers and difficulties, 
which serve to convince them of their sin, and to Open their 
eyes to discover the true path. See Jolin 9: 39, 


The mercy of God in his judgments. 


armament could resist a force like this? 
revenl real fire. it was an assurance of real succor. 
angels still defend God's saints. 


them. 


The Srriams were 
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blinded, befooled, led into the enemy's city, made Captives, 
and were at the mercy of their foes, to show them how vain it 
was to fight against God. But they were spared, feasted, and 
rent away unharmed, to show the forbearance of God, to con- 
quer their hearts by love, and to illustrate in Old Testament 
times the Christian precept, “ If thine enemy hunger, feed him.” 

This is true because: (1.) We have God’s angels with us, 
(2.) All the good of all ages, who have passed away to glory, 
are with us. (3.) All those who are now living on the earth, 
and who, whatever their errors of belief, are honestly trying 
to know and da what is right according to their knowledge, 
all these constitute one great army opposed to sin and Satan. 
(4.) Leaving out of view the saints and angels, even if a ser- 
vant of God is alone with all the world against him, still the 
text is true. To be right is to be strong. A good conscience 
is armor of proof. He is invincible who fights for truth. On 
the other hand, wickedness is weakness. A bad cause is sure 
to be a losing cause. Better sail in a sound fishing-boat than 
in the biggest war ship with a rotten keel. Better occupy a 
hovel on a rock than a palace on the hollow crust of a volcano 
in eruption. Numbers on the side of falsehood, injustice, 
wickedness, are of no account in opposition to a conviction of 
struggling for what is right. ‘He is twice armed that hath 
his quarrel just.” (5.) God is always on the side of his faith- 
ful servants, and as he is infinite in power to protect them 
from harm and to ensure their victory, they may always say, 
“ They that be with us are more than they that be with them.” 
“Tf God be for us, who can be against us?” (Rom. 8: 31.) 

Sinners are, like the Syrians, led away, self-blinded, deluded 
by their own folly and wickedness, ever nearer to the head- 
quarters of the Prince of darkness. Unless they repent, they 
will soon find themselves inside the walls of his strong fortress, 
whence is no escape. Satan will spread no banquet, except 
of unavailing remorse. Those dreadful gates wiil not roll 
back for them. Their eyes will indeed be opened, but too late 
to avert their final doom. God in love warns us of our danger. 
Jesus waits to give us sight and lead us to heaven. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Beware that thou pass not such a place (v. 9.) Itis a good 
thing to have a warning from a “man of God” as to 
places of danger along our path. Such warnings are still 
given. We ought to have open ears for them. “ Beware, lest 
thou forget the Lord;” “‘ Beware of covetousness ;" “ Beware 
of .. . hypocrisy ;” “ Beware of evil workers ;” ‘“ Beware of 
false prophets ;” “ Look not upon the wine;” “ Enter not 
into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil 
men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away.” 
Some dangers are to be met, others are to be shunned. In 
either case, a warning ought to prove a blessing. 

And saved himself there (v. 10). He saved himself by 
heeding the warnings. Heeding is more important than hear- 
ing. No man saves himself by merely hearing of a danger. 
A man saves himself from hypocrisy by being sincere; from 
false prophets by rejecting their teachings ; from covetousness 
by contentment with his possessions; from intemperance by 
letting rum and tobacco alone ; from evil company by keeping 
clear of it. The only way of saving yourself from any danger 
is by heeding God's warning, either to meet or to shun that 
danger. 

The king of Syria... said... Which of us is for the 
king of Israel? (v. 11.) That was wise in the king of Syria. 
He didn’t say, “ Which of you?” but “ Which of us?” When 
things go wrong, it may be that we are oursélves to blame for 
it. At all events, we are much more likely to influence 
others by seeming to put ourselves along with them, than by 
standing apart from them, and calling on them to say or do as 
we desire. And whoever is to blame for the failure of our 
best laid plans, it behooves us to try and find out where lies 
the root of the evil we would cure. 

Alas, my master! how shall we do? (v. 16.) Things did 
look gloomy to Elisha’s servant, when “horses and chariots 
and a great host” compassed the entire city, for the single pur- 
pose of carrying away captive an unarmed prophet. Things 
very often look dark to men who trust in man, or in money, 
or in that which can be seen with the natural eye. The power 
appears all to be on the other side. It seems impossible to 
oppose successfully the public sentiment as it now stands, to 
resist the temptation which at present crowds us, to do right 
and to retain our manhood and independence amid such sur- 
roundings. ‘ Alas, Master! what shall we do?” 

Fear not ; for they that be with us are more than they that be 
with them (v. 16). Napoleon said, ‘God is on the side of the 
heaviest battalions.” Athanasius said, ‘God and one man are 
always a majority.” Napoleon trusted in the battalions 
which could be seen on the field. Athanasius trusted in the 
battalions which God can bring into any field, “ even thousands 
of angels,” and the “ ten thousand times ten thousand’ who 
minister before him. The assurance of Elisha is for every 
person standing for the right against any evil anywhere. 
Opposing war, slavery, intemperance, corruption, tyranny, 
inhumanity, Sabbath-breaking, there are more on this side 
than on the other. What if everybody seems to favor the 
wrong? What if it appears a sure thing that, by daring todo 





right, the pastor will lose his parish, the public servant will 
lose all political support, the merchant will lose his customers, 
the clerk will lose his situation, the cashier will lose his life? 
“Fear not; for they that be with us are more than they that 
be with them.” 

Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see (v. 17). 
Elisha’s prayer is the prayer for every Christian who would 
help a fellow-Christian or a fellow-sinner. The teacher ought 
to pray it for his careless unconverted scholar, and for his half- 
hearted or distrustful Christian scholar. The pastor ought to 
pray it for each indifferent hearer, and for each member of his 
church who seems slipping away from his covenant bonds. It is 
spiritual blindness which causes men to wander, or to stumble, 
or to grope in darkness. If only our eyes were opened to the 
provisions of God’s grace in our behalf, we should shout 
praises where we now cry out in fear. If only we saw clearly 
the perils of our path, we should shun many things we now 
trifle with. When we hear a professed Christian expressing a 
lack of faith, or an intelligent man doubting the truth of the 
Bible; when we see a young person tampering with intoxi- 
cating beverages, or wasting his time in foolish amusements; 
when we know that a politician, or a man of business, or a 
clerk, er any other person, thinks that it is necessary or safe 
to swerve in the slightest from the highest standard of integrity, 
—let us pray in sincerity and in faith, “ Lord, open his eyes, 
that he may see; ”’ and let us, moreover, each for himself, pray, 
“Lord, open my eyes, that I may see.” 





SUGGESTIVE QUESTIONS. 
BY A. T. P. 


How did Elisha know the secret counsel of the king of 
Syria? Were the supernatural knowledge and miraculous 
power of the prophets a continuous possession or an occa- 
sional endowment? Present biblical authority in support of 
your opinion. Whats shown from history concerning mght- 
eousness as a national protection? Why was so large a Host 
sent.to capture a single individual? Why could not Elisha’s 
servant discern the horses and chariots surrounding his mas- 
ter, as readily as those encompassing the city? By what power 
are spiritual things discerned? (1 Cor 2: 14,15; Heb. 11: 
13.) What condition of mind is occasioned by a feeble reali- 
zation of the forces on our side and a vivid conception of 
those arrayed against us? In an awakened Sinner, which con- 
ception generally predominates ? which in the advanced Chris- 
tian? Trace fear to its origin, and name its root. What 
lack is indicated by the manifestation of fear? (Matt. 8: 26.) 
How is it vanquished? (1 John 4: 18.) Howmay the power 
be obtained? (Rom. 5:5; Luke 11: 13.) What was the mis- 
sion of the heavenly host? What was Elisha’s justification 
in desiring that his enemies be smitten with blindness? How 
did the prophets’ relation to God and the duty arising there- 
from differ from that of the apostles ? 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 

The teacher should question about the cure of Naaman, the 
gifts from the Syrian king, etc., to show the connection with 
events which followed. Did the king of Syria care anything 
for the king and people of Israel ? Of course the king was glad 
to have Naaman cured, so that he might serve him and help to 
fight his battles ; but that was all,—he did not feel any grati- 
tude to God or to his prophet for the cure. Who did cure 
Naaman? How? About the next year the king of Syria 
was fighting again with the people of Israel. 

THE KING'S PLANS, 

The king did not have his whole army together to fight one 
or two great battles; he picked out some good place for his 
soldiers to encamp, where there was plenty of water, near a 
good road, and then he arranged to send his men there. But, 
somehow, each time the king of Israel knew all his plans, and 
was there before him. This troubled Ben-hadad, for he 
thought some of his own people were untrue to him, and told 
all his plans to the enemy. He sent for his servants, and 
asked about it. Probably they all knew about Naaman’s 
cure and some of Elisha’s wonders, and could explain it. 
“Yes,” they said, ‘‘ the prophet in Israel, he is able to tell the 
king even the very words you speak in your own bed- 
chamber.” Then Ben-hadad knew what to do. He asked 
“Where is the prophet?"’ Some of his people knew, and 
they answered, “ He is in Dothan.” 

Dothan was a place on a hill, twelve miles north of Samaria, 
where the king of Israel lived. It was on the road where all 
the great trains of merchants with goods on camels, and bands 
of slaves chained together, passed by, going to and from 
Egypt. There were old wells there that had been dug in 
the rocks long before, and some of them were dry like a*deep 
pit. Do you know what boy it was whose brothers first put 
him down in a pit, and then, when they saw one of these cara- 
vans coming, lifted him out, and sold him asa slave? Ben- 
hadad thought it would be very easy to take the prophet 
prisoner, and stop him from helping his enemy. 

WHAT THE KING DID. 

He meant to make sure work of it. Perhaps he had heard 

that, when fifty men with their captains were sent to take 





Elijah, he called down fire from heaven and burned them all, 
and did so again and again. Ben-hadad sent a great host, 
horses and chariots and footmen ; they came in the night, and 
spread out in a great circle like a wall around the city. What 
was the name of the place? Who had been Elijah’s servant? 
Would Elijah have kept Gehazi after his sin and punishment? 
His new servant got up early in the morning and looked out. 
What did he see around the city ? 
ELISHA’S PLANS. 


How did the servant feel? What terror was in his voice 
as he came to Elisha, and cried, “ Alas ! my master, how shal 
we do?” Elisha answered in the words of the golden text. 
What did he say? Could the servant understand him? How 
many soldiers, horses, and chariots were against them? Could 
the king see anybody witi Elisha except a poor frightened 
servant? Elisha had one weapon, stronger, sharper, than any 
of the king’s, and it could reach farther than his swords and 
lances. Do you know what that was? What did he do? 
He prayed. Not one word did he ask for himself, but for his 
servant, ‘‘ Lord, open his eyes, that he may see.”” Does that 
seem a strange prayer? It was answered in amoment—" The 
Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw.” It was 
such a sight as Elisha saw when the chariot of fire came, and 
Elijah went to heaven. Now such a sight was granted to 
keep Elisha safe on earth; for gathering around him on the 
mountain, shielding him from the horses and chariots of the 
enemy, were troops of horses and chariots of fire. But the 
enemy were still there. They did not see the heavenly guard; 
they had come for Elisha. He prayed again: this time he 
asked something for his enemies. ‘Smite, I pray thee, this 
people with blindness.” God heard and answered at once. 


WHAT ELISHA DID. 


Perhaps the soldiers inquired the way to find the prophet. 
They did not know who spoke to them when Elisha said, 
“Follow me, and I will bring you to the man whom you 
seek.” They followed twelve miles as Elisha led them, they 
not knowing where. Then Elisha prayed again, the third 
time, ‘ Lord, open the eyes of these people, that they may 
see.” The prayer was answered; they saw that they were in 
Samaria, in the home and the power of the king of Israel. Who 
were the prisoners then? The king might have wanted to 
destroy them all; but he asked Elisha, “ My father, my father. 
shall I smite them?” Elisha: Was kind and forgiving; “ No, 
no,” he said, “‘ feed them, and -Bive them water to drink, and 
send them to their master.” So the king of Israel gave back 
good for evil; he fed the tired, hungry host that had marchiedd 
and watched all night, marched so blindly to Samaria, led by 
the very man they wanted to destroy. Then he let them go 
back to their master, and fora little while there was peace 
between the two kings and their people. 

Having given all the story, let the children give it back by 
questioning upon the various headings. Why couldn’t King 
Ben-hadad carry out all his plans about camping his soldiers 
where he wanted to? What did he resolve to do? How 
many did he send to take Elisha? The king's plans were all 
hindered. Who helped in all Elisha’s plans? Whose help 
did Elisha always ask? Was that help ever refused? How 
many times in this lesson does Elisha ask God's help? 
Where was Elisha? What person was with him? Where 
were all those who were trying to take him? Unless the 
teacher has such a help for the class as pictorial primary les- 
son papers, she can easily make on the board an outline for 
Dothan. Draw a hill; around it a circle for the armed host, 
so that the minds of the children may take in the situation of 
the besieged prophet; also, as you progress, make an outline 
for Samaria.. 

It is a strange story which has been kept for us, of all-that 
was done that morning; and the strange part of it is Elisha’s 
three prayers and their answers. For what did he ask? Did 
he say, “Oh, deliver us! take these men away"? Did he 
ask for his own safety? Whom did he pray for? What did 
the servant see when he looked out early in the morning? 
Could a blind man see horses and chariots, tents and men, in 
every direction? If he was not blind, why did Elisha ray, 
“Open his eyes, that he may see”? 

Give an opportunity for any child to explain or express 
what he or she thinks. Sometimes the teacher is taught by 
submitting just such questions as this. Then go on with your 
own explanation. It was something besides seeing with his 
two eyes that Elisha prayed for. He was like Jesus when he 
said to Peter, ‘I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.” 
Elisha wanted God to open the eyes of his soul, to believe 
that God could take care of him; he wanted him to understand 
and feel what David said—‘ Though a host should encamp 
against me, my heart will not fear.” Had the host encamped 
against Elisha? He was not afraid himself, and he said “ Fear 
not’”’; it was because David and Elisha both knew of a b#tter 
and stronger encampment that they did not fear the host. 
David said, ‘The angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear him, and delivereth them.” To teach us all how 
safe we are if we trust in God, he answered Elisha’s prayer. 

What was Elisha’s second prayer? Do you think the 
soldiers were made really blind? How could they see to fol- 


low Elisha? They were made so confused that they could not 
know him, nor fairly understand what they were doing. The 
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Bible sometimes calls those blind who do not understand, who | miraculously supplied abundance of water, and contributed to | prophet, who orders them to be supplied with rations and sent 
“have eyes but see not.” To what place did Elisha lead? | the utter discomfiture of the troops of Moab. He supplied the | back to their master. 
What did he ask the third time? Was it answered at once? | pressing wants of the widow of one of the prophets by multi-| This act of gracious magnanimity, as well as the obvious” 
In whose power did they find themselves? Do you think the | plying her vessels of oil. He intimated to an opulent and | presence of supernatural powers, produces such an impression 
servant always understood and remembered our golden text? | hospitable woman of Shunem the birth of a son; and when | on the Syrian rulers that their bands for a time make no more 
What were the first two words? Are little children ever | that ‘ only son of his mother” slept in death, he raised him to | raids into the territories of Israel. But the effect of this 
afraid? Sometimes of the dark, of being alone, of the thunder. | life again by earnest and persevering prayer. He counter- | divine interposition soon passed away alike from the mind of 
Do you know who was the first one on earth to be afraid? It | acted the poisonous qualities af certain herbs which had | the idolatrous Ben-hadad and the wicked Jehoram, as is shown 
was in the evening, in the dark, when the cool shadows came | unwittingly been mingled in the pottage prepared for his fol- | by the fact that not very long after we find the Syrian host 
in a beautiful garden. The gardener was there, and when a | lowers, and on one occasion fed a hundred men with a few ; around the walls of Samaria, and Jehoram, son of the mur- 
voice called him he hid away. The voice called again, and | loaves. He healed Naaman, prime minister of the empire of | derous Ahab, threatening the life of the venerable prophet. 
the gardener answered, “I was afraid.” He had sinned, and | Syria, of his leprosy. and rebuked the cupidity and falsehood 
when he felt that God knew it and called him, he was afraid. | of his own servant Gehazi by sending him from his presence, 
Who was it? and dismissing him from his service, smitten with the same 
It is sin that always makes people afraid ; but love God and | direful and deadly disease. He predicted incredible abun- 
trust him, and he says to you, “ Fear not.” More than fifty | dance within twenty-four hours to the famished citizens of | fruitless, leaving the heart harder and more hopeless than 
times the Bible says, ‘Fear not;’’ more than hundreds of besieged Samaria, also the death of the unbelieving and scoffing | before. See Psa. 34: 7; Dan. 6: 22; Heb. 1: 14. 
times it means the same in other words. Jesus used to say, | courtier who made light of the prediction; every word thus 
“Be not afraid.” If time allow, tell of the first ‘ Fear not,” | uttered was literally fulfilled. He also foretold the peculiar MINISTRATIONS OF ANGELS. 
spoken to Abraham ; tell of his faith, he the “ friend of God.” end of Ben-hadad and the future cruelty and tyranny of Hazael; ov eomen wanes 
The last “ Fear not,” to John, the friend of Jesus, when, sixty | and the facts of history confirmed the truth and accuracy of : i es ; 
years after he laid his head on his Saviour’s breast, Jesus | the prophet’s declaration. When in a good old age, having The ores of the International Series, entitled “ oe at 
showed himself again when the beloved disciple was old, a | attained to more than fourscore years, he passed away, Jaash, Dothan,” recalls 4 deep and lasting impression of God yi Sain 
banished prisoner in the stone-quarries of Patmos. the king of Israel, mourned over him, and bewailed his dential care of his children. It came from these questions of 
Do not be afraid to teach in simple, trustful words of the | departure in the very language he himself had used concern- | * faithfal Sabbath-school ee you know that God's 
ministry of angels so plainly and constantly taught in Scrip- | ing the removal of his master Elijah, and the people paid to angels are around you at all times? that they are watehing 
ture. Let the class recall, as you may help them, the incidents | his memory the tribute of a public burial. A very singular | OV€T YOU and ever guiding and protecting you from evil ? 
with which you know they are familiar, of examples of deliv- | incident is also recorded concerning his sepulchre. A dead This lesson so forcibly impressed upon my youthful mind I 
erance when God sent angels as his messengers and servants | body being hastily thrown into it, no sooner did the corpse have never forgotten. I think, however, we are prone to forget 








The special lessons of the incident now under consideration 
| are that the servants of the Lord are safe so long as they are 
needed for his service; and that deep impressions made upon 
the minds of unconverted men are frequently evanescent and 








in times of danger. come in contact with the bones of the departed prophet than ail How ithe do = ceagueenrdbase aan wenigheeretarin. 
it revived and stood up spirits are always with us, as we are distinctly taught from 
ELISHA. P In the chapter from which the lesson for the week 1s taken God's word, where the eile of their protection to believers 


we have two very different illustrations of the human char: | * plainly revealed. a : . . 
acter and divine commission of Elisha. The sons of the To the weak and desponding in their conflict with the 
From the time when Elijah cast his mantle upon Elisha, in | prophets, finding their accommodations too limited, resolve to powers of darkness the promise comes, “ Th angel of en Leva 
the field at Abel-meholah, until about ten years afterwards, | enlarge them. For this purpose they go to the banks of the encampeth round about those that fear tian, areal delivereth 
when it finally fell upon him, from his ascending master, by | Jordan to fell the timber required. The prophet, at their ae. ™ arene and besa ages. cotl anne om 
the banks of the Jordan, no mention is made of the young | urgent request, accompanies them. One of the young men, paca adh Heshell give his angele charge concerning thes, 
plowman. We are, however, left to infer that he spent these | who had borrowed an axe, unhappily drops it into the water, and in their hands they oall bene thes ayy te at ony Ce | 
years in grateful ministration to him whom he revered as a| and, disappointed and grieved at the loss, appeals to his thos dash thy foot ne afl pane ana " ” eeeccivaalien’ 
teacher and loved as a father, and in the diligent cultivation | master, who, sympathizing with his distress, causes the iron the blensed Master is the weloome declaration, Are they wet 
of those qualities of mind and heart which rendered him the | implement to swim, and in that way enables him to prosecute all vp ipanronritey Dyed sent ‘forth a oneal for them who 
first man of his age. his work, and to return the tool to its owner when he had shall be heirs of salvation ? The guardian care they exer- 
During more than half a century Elisha occupies a promi- | finished it. The other incident which strikingly exhibits cise over little children, the precious lambs of our Sabbath 
nent place in the annals of Israel, and wields a power in the | the power of the prophet and the meekness of the man, is the epunies and whee pemenenapynenns te viet me - _— 
nation mightier than the throne. He announces and anoints | subject of the lesson. The times in which the prophet lived is expressed in the words af-cur blomed mori oer ang 
the successors of kings, guides or overrules the councils of the | were troublous. Wars between Israel and Syria were almost Go olwaye beta The fies of my Famer waidh ie: in heaven. 


BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 





court, aids and directs the movements of the army, and founds | continuous. Victory fell sometimes to the lot of the one army, pire yy * eons the epee - a, angel, - a 
and fosters institutions for the instruction and welfare of the | and sometimes to that of the other, hence the incessant re- Mes 1 ra : : wore < ; . be ys “ye tl : age K 
people. His entire life forms a smgular and striking contrast | newal of hostilities. eniel by shutting the ons mouth; the terrible visitation 





with that of his distinguished and gifted predecessor. Elijah! At this time Ben-hadad, the monarch of Syria, makes upon Herod for not giving glory te One yas Sage —— 
utterly unknown and unheralded bursts suddenly upon the | inroads upon the land of Israel, and with great military skill the comp of the Amyriaht, with the Basphoming Beonacheris 
scene. Heisa prophet of the desert, and lives apart from | and strategy places his forces in such a manner ag to take end one hundred and feurscore and five thousand were de- | 
men in a sort of mysterious seclusion. He resorts to the | those of Jehoram, king of Israel, by surprise. But however anoyes. 

e : nae ‘ ; : ; ‘ “ Like the leaves of the forest when summer is green, 
wild glens amid the hills, to the rocky heights of the mountain, | secretly he contrives and executes his plans, his movements aah ell de Wie Eid aie tac 
and to the caves and wastes of the wilderness, for a resting- | were obviously revealed in some way to the foe. Suspecting Like hn become ak ed: deen ee ra a Alice 
place. He appears and disappears, like an apparition, with | treachery in his own camp, he calls a council of war, and That host ae a eauaen da alcad acs Gaia, ' 
startling abruptness. His words and deeds are alike terrible. | inquires how it happens that again and again he had been Sine. din Slated dt Winetin eames Oils inc tn, Woes 
On the other hand the parentage and birthplace of Elisha are | foiled in his management of the campaign. One of his officers re a § mepring em eel rapa r passed ; ; 
well known. His special call and consecration to his life | informs him that all his troops are loyal and true, but that And the eyes of the sleepers waxed deadly and chill, 
work are distinctly recorded. He dwells among men, makes | Elisha the prophet, with whose name and fame the royal And their hearts but once heaved, and forever grew still.” 
his home in cities, visits armies, and presides over the schools | court at Damascus were familiar, makes known to the king of ; 
of the prophets. He is affable and easy of access, and takes a | Israel the most private counsels of the Syrian commander. 
deep interest in the home life of the people, as well as in public | Greatly annoyed at being so baffled, the haughty Syrian, 
affairs of the nation. His name is a household word through- | having learned from his scout that Elisha was at Dothan, 
out the whole land, and his fame and influence extend to | rashly orders a large force, comprising war chariots, cavalry, | 1.4 behold na cadiiades ek tall at ences ced Chaciots of te 
other nations. Elijah is a fit type of John the Baptist, who | and a numerous body of infantry, to march against that city | 4.14 about Elisha:” Our blessed Saviour in his great sorrow 
with kindred “spirit and power” heralded the coming of the | and bring the prophet to him. Strange that he did not con-| |. 4 agony in the garden reproved Peter with the revelation 
Messiah. Elisha is in many respects like the Messiah himself. | sider that He who revealed to Elisha his designs against of his divine power,— Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray 
He is Christlike in the gentleness of his disposition and the | Jehoram, could also make known to the imperiled prophet d 


And what vast numbers are ever ready to do the will of the 
Omnipotent: “ The chariots of God are twenty thousands, even 
thousands of angels.” At the prayer of Elisha in the lesson 
of to day, “ the eyes of his servant were opened, and he saw, 





cee eee : ; : : tomy Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve 
peacefulness of his life, in his frequent journeys of beneficence | the machinations against himself. ef ol santa?” P 75 | 
and his many miracles of mercy. In the mean time the man of God and his servant, one doubt- Thus rhea eae messengers of our Heavenly Father | 

. The title by which he was generally known was the ‘‘man | less recently engaged in the place of the treacherous and un- | ,, ren sini on asi de tke ae Sst: 
of God,” or, as the Shunammite designates him, ‘‘an holy man | worthy Gehazi, rest safely at Dothan. Early one morning ‘ 8 : saeetgligs Ae 
ee E : : : isd . : ; > | around the pathway, extending a watchful care over his faith- 
of God.” He was held in the highest estimation, and reyered | the servant, roused possibly by the confusion and noise caused et Geildvee Tu the keus of Aecth. os wilt Meevae’s vilacim | 

not only as the prophet, but as the father of the people. by the arrival of the Syrian troops, looks out and sees the : ; ea tag. Pe 


shining ones will wait upon the other bank of the river when 
“henceforth Mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem,” will be 
their home, and they shall have for companions the ‘“ innu- 
merable company of angels and spirits of just men made per 
fect.” In this abode of purity and bliss the sympathy with 
our humanity isso great that amid the rapture of the heavenly | 
world “ there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over | 
one sinner that repenteth.” And when time shall be no more | 


His biography abounds in marvelous and memorable inci- | city surrounded by a powerful army. He hastens in great 
dents which evince the high honor God put on him ag his} fear to his master, announces his discovery, and asks in 
servant. Scarcely had he given utterance to his sense of utter | obvious alarm, ‘“ How shall we do?” The prophet, wholly 
loneliness and bitter bereavement on the glorious removal o1 | undisturbed, tenderly quiets his fears, and bids him be of 
his master, than, taking up the mantle as it fell, and returning | good courage, saying, ‘‘They that be with us are more than 
to the brink of the Jordan, in the name of the God of Elijah | they that be with them,” and prays the Lord to open the eyes 
he smote the waters with the mantle, and they were divided | of the servant that he may see. In answer to this prayer, the 
as before. This furnished Elisha proof that as the Lord God or | servant sees the hill on which the city stood covered with | ,, God will send his angels with a great sound of a trampet, and | 
Israel had been with Elijah, so he would be with him, and | “horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.” Such a th : | 
é ii saa ey shall gather together his chosen ones from the four winds, | 
induced the sons of the prophets at once to acknowledge him | vision was most inspiring, and the servant goes boldly down 1 ‘ | 

: : Sei : F from one end of heaven to the other,” and they will go no | 
as their master and chief. He next, at the solicitation of the | with his master to meet the leader of the troops, who had 2 3 
se : : : bie Re more out from his presence forever, 
citizens of Jericho, purified their unwholesome waters and | doubtless announced to the municipal authorities of the town £ 
fertilized their barren lands. On his way to Bethel he invoked | the object of his coming. This heroic act of Elisha’ relieves ILLUSTRATIONS ; | 
the just judgment of God on a company of scoffing and impious | them from all fear and from all responsibility in the matter. bat | 
youths. This is the only instance wherein the exercise of his | In answer to the prayer of the prophet, the Lord so confuses} Pxrots Disciosep.—Until a few years back a quaint mansion 
prophetic and miraculous gifts were not of a directly benefi- | the vision of the men, that they do not recognize the prophet, | stood on Second Street below Spruce, in the city of Philadel 
cent kind. In,a case of extreme necessity, when the united | and readily submit to his guidance. He leads them toSamaria, | phia. It was known as the Loxley House. During the 
hosts of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, of Jehoram, king o1 | the capital-of Israel When they are in the midst of their | Revolutionary War the British General commanding the forces 
Israel, and of the king of Edom, were suffering from drought, | foes, their eyes are opened, and they perceive their danger. | which held the city was quartered in that house. The Ameri- 
in the wilderness of Edom, the prophet, by divine direction, | The king seeks to slay them at once, but is restrained by the | can forces lay a few miles above, near Frankford. The good 
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lady whose name the old mansion bore suspected that some 
plot was on foot, when upon a certain evening several British 
officers were in earnest and protracted conversation with their 
commander. She determined to listen, and thus she learned 
the particulars of a surprise planned against the Americans, 


but how to communicate with them was her difficulty. The | 


next morning she approached the General, however, and 
asked a pass through his lines that she might go to the mill 
with a grist. The request was granted, she passed the British 
lines, she communicated with the American forces, and when 
the troops marched from the city to surprise them, a warm and 
well-prepared reception was in readiness. 

Axaetic Detrverances.—A good man dreamed he had died 
and had gone up tothe gates of heaven. Before admission, he 
was, however, hidden to tarry awhile in the picture room. IIe 
looked from scene to scene upon the canvas there, and all 
appeared fam:liar to him, At last he recognized thei as 
from his own life, and in each presentation he was in peril of 
some kind, but angels, sent of God, were guarding or directing 
him. The disclosure thus made put all his life into a new 
light. God's messengers had cared for him all the way through. 
His heart was at once raised in gratitude to his divine protec- 
tor, and thon he was ushered into the city. 


Derenped.—In 1871, the Orangemen of New York City 
determined to have their usual parade. At once a great out 
cry was made against the project by the Romanists, who had 
never been denied the right of parading whenever and 
wherever they pleased in that city. Threats of the most 
fearful sort were freely made against those proposing to join 
the procession, and at last the police authorities forbade the 
turnout, seemingly confessing their inability to cope with the 
objectors and to protect the Orangemen. At this shameful 
surrender the governor of the Empire State declared that the 
procession should be defended. He assumed control in person, 
ordered out the military, armed them with ball cartridge, and 
escorted the offensive parade. Five thousand soldiers and one 
thousand policemen marched in solid column around less than 
one hundred Orangemen, who went over tlie route prescribed. 
Many were against them, but those that were for them were 
“ more,” in every essential sense. 
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Firat Part: 





AGAINST ELISHA. FOR ELISHA. 
HORSES AND CITARIOTS | HORSES AND CHARIOTS 


oF OF 
FLESH. FIRE 
MEN! GOD! 





Second Part: 





AGAINST THE CHRISTIAN, 
THIS WORLD. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN. 


HEAVENLY WORLD. 
FLESH. THE SPIRIT 
DEVIL. GoD. * 

IF GOD BE FOR US, WHO CAN BE AGAINST us? 














Motto. Pealm 46: 11,— 





THE LORD OF HOSTS 
Is 
WITH US. 











ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


2 Kings 6-8. The king of Syria warred. Te delighted in 
it, as Pyrrhus, King of Epirotes, is said to have done. Naa- 
man, who should have dissuaded him from so doing, was now. 
belike, either dead, or else out of favor, because he had 
changed his religion into that of the Israelites.— Zapp. 


This seems to have been a sort of guerrilla warfare, carried 
on by predatory inroads on different parts of the country. 
Elisha apprised King Jehoram of the secret purpose of the 
enemy; 80, by adopting precautionary measures, he was 


always enalled to anticipate and defeat their attacks. The | 
frequency of his disappointments having led the Syrian king | 
to suspect some of his servants of carrving on a treacherons cor- | 


respondence with the enemy, he was informed about Elisha, 


whose apprehension he forthwith determined to effect. This | 
resolution was, of course, grounded on the belief that, however , 


great the knowledge of Elisha might be, if seized and kept a 
ar hd he could no longer give information to the king of 
srael._—Jamteson. 


In such and such a place. Of course, the place was named 
each time; but the sacred historian, not caring to enter into 
details, an] treating of several oecasions at once, uses a vague 
term.— Todd. 


V. 9. Beware lest thou pass such a place. Or, ‘ Beware 
that thou neglect not such and such a place, for the Synans 
are coming down thither.”” The meaning. however, is douht- 
ful; andone of the latest commentators (Thenius) prefers the 
sense given in the Authorized Version.—Speaker's Comm, 


V.10. ‘The king of Israel sent... and saved himself 
there. No one has ever regretted that he followed the advice 
of a man of God; on the contrary, many have thus been saved 
from ruin ~——Qsiander. 


Not once nor twice. More than once or twice; that is, sev- 
eral times.— Pepper. 


V.11. Sore troubled for this thing. When God brings to 
naught the plots of the crafty, they become enraged, and, 1n- 
stead of recognizing the hand of God and humbling themselves, 
they lay the blame upon other men, and becoine more mali 
cious and obstinate.—Starke. 


Which of us is for the king of Israel? TheSyrian monarch 
imagined that there must be treachery in his council, and 
demanded that all who were attache! to the interests of his 
enemy should immediately confe&s— Brown. 


V. 12. None... but Elisha. It is not to be doubted 
but that Naaman, upon his return from Samaria, spread the 
fagne of Elisha so much in the court of Syria, that some ot the 
great men there might have acuriosity to make a further in- 
quirv concerning him; and being informed ty several of his 
miraculous works, they might thence conclude that he could 
tell the greatest secrets, as well as perform such works as 
were related of him; and that therefore, in all probability, he 
was the person who gave the king of Israel intelligence of all 
the schemes that had been attempted to entrap hira.—Stack 
house. 

Elisha’s reputation at that time extended even toSvria, The 
old expositors thought, indeed, that the servant who answered 
the king was Naaman, or one of his companions.—Bahr. 





something which no one in Israel had yet admitted to be true. 
The same thing also happened when the greatese of all proph- 
ets appeared. (Matt. 8: 10; 13. 57.)—Starke. 


Tremble with fear, ye obstinate sinners, because all is bare 
and discovered before His eyes, and shudder at the thought 
that the veil, behind vhich ve carry on your works, does not 
exist for him! All which ve plot in your secret corner to-day, 
ye will find to-morrow inscribed upon his book, and however 
secretly and eunningly ye spin your web, not a single thread 
of it shall escape his eye.—Krummacher. 


V. 13. Goand spy where he is. Seeming not to suspect 
that Elisha might quite as likely know this project as the 
others. Or, if he did suspect, he deemed it worth while to 
make the trial, assured that if he gained nothing, he would 
lose nothing. There is something Indicrons with all that is 
sad in this expedition against the ‘man of God." —Pepper. 


Dothan. The site of this village is recognized ten miles 
north of Samaria, fortv miles north from Jerusalem; now un 
inhabited, but of historic interest. .. . It is sitnated upon a 
green hill, with some ruins, and near a fertile plain and vale. 
The main road to Egypt runs near it.—Oshorn. 


V.15. His servant said... Alas, my master. On the 
Syrian detachment surrounding the place by night, for the 
apprehension of the prophet, his servant was paralyzed with 
fear. This was a new servant, who had only been with him 
since Gehazi's dismissal, and consequently had little or no 
exnerience of his master’s powers. ITis faith was easily 
shaken by so unexpected an alarm.—Jamivson, 


V. 16. They that be with us are more. We need not sup- 
pose that Elisha saw the angelic host of which he here spake. 
Ife only gave utterance to the conviction of all God's saints 
when the world persecutes them. (Compare Psa. 3: 7:55: 18; 
91: 11; 2 Chron. 32: 7: ete.) God—they know—1s on their 
side; they need not fear what flesh can do unto them. ITis 
ang-ls—an innumerable host—are ever guarding those who 
love him.—Speaker’s Comm, 


V.17. Open his eyes. The eves of the pronhet’s servant. 
which the Lord opens, are not those of the body, but of the 
spirit; the opening of the eyes denotes the transference into 
the ecstatic state, in which the spirit sees things which the 
hadily eye cannot see, because they belong not to the material 
but to the spiritual world. The fiery horses and chariots have 
hore a meaning somewhat different from that in chap. 2: 11. 
There the horses and chariot were only the vehicle for the 
ascent into heaven; here they are the symbols of the divine 
power and protection (compare chap. 2: 12). The fiery form 
denotes, however, in both places, the supernatural divine 
origin; for fire, the most ethereal of the earthly elements, is 
the most appropriate symbol of the Godhead -— eid. 


And he saw. If we had spiritual eyes, so that we conld ree 
the protecting forces of loving, holy angels, it would be impos- 
sille for us to fear devils or wicked men.—Cramer. 


Horses and chariots of fire. Both those chariots that came 
to fetch Elijah and those that came to defend Elisha, were 
fiery. God is no less lovely to his own in the midst of his 
judgments, than he is terrible to his enemies in the demonstra- 
tions of his mercies.— Trapp. 


It is a vision of which the meaning acquires donble force 
from its connection with the actual history, as if to show by 
the very same figure that the hope which bore El jah to his 
triumphal end was equally present with Elisha. Elijah, and 
those who are like Elijah, are needed, in critical and momen- 
| tons occasions, to ‘prepare the way of the Lord.” His like- 
ness is John the Baptist; and of those that were born of 
women before the times of Christendom none were “ greater 
than they.” But Elisha, and those who are like Elisha, have 
}a humbler, and yet a wider, and therefore a holier sphere; for 
their works are not the works of the Baptist. but are the 
deeds, if not of Christ. himself, at any rate of ‘the least 1n his 
| kingdom,’—the gentle, beneficent, “holy man of God, who 
| passeth by us continually.” —Stanley. 





| Round about Flisha, Interposed probably between the 

city wall and the enemy’s host (which was encamped on rising 
| ground beyond the foot of the hill), seeming consequently to 
ring Elisha round, and so guard him on every side from his 
persecutors. --Speaker’s Comm. 

V. 18. Sincte this people... with blindness. Not a total 
and material blindness, for then they could not. have followed 
him—but a mental hallucination, that they did not perceive 
or recognize him to be the object of their search.—Jamicson. 


They thought to make a prev of him, but he made fools of 
them, periectly played with them. so far was he from fearing 


| them, or any damage by them.—Henry. ; 


The Syrians wanted to take him ecantive ; instead of that he, 


by the help of God, captured them all_— Bahr. 





A heathen in a foreign land confesses, in regard to Elisha 
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STATE CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1877. 























Texas, at Houston. April 24-26. 
California, at Oakland......-.-.......- May 1-3. 
Illinois, at Peoria oe ----May 15-17. 
Missouri, at Hannibal en FF 
Ohio, at Delaware. aren usditeneiedesiiuiealaianian ied June 57, 
Nebraska, at Omaha_, i June 7-9. 
New York, at Burialo___- ie a eee June 12-14, 
PORNSYIVARIN, Gb OPT GR ince cccccccninecccaccccsniescn June 12-14. 
REINS SUCRE TN wernmiagnsini nicks hs niacin debgidinpiipinininmisaiin gumd June 12-14. 
PEUEOC, GE CERO icducncnnnucacdntucdccéanankbadasaue June 121. 
ee gs i 
PIRI, Ab. DURES HOG cece iiicccce ccccctnecmseiscekesund vune 26-28 
POOLE. OF BUD CNS cage nae ccs cncdensncssnninescnseses case SER 
New Jersey, at Paterson................... ....-.-.---. November 13-15. 





NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Toronto, Can..'Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M.C. A. Hail. Led by the Rev. Principal 
Cavan, of Knox College. . 

Halifax, Nova Seotia, Union Normal class every Thursday in the 
Y. M,C. A. Hall, Conducted. Part 1, by the Rev. E. M. Saunders; 
Part 2, by the Rev. Dr. R. FY Burns. 

Boston. Union Meeting for Lesson Study, in the Meionaon, every 
Saturday at noon. Also, at Wesleyan Iiall, 36 Bromfield Street, at 
3p.M., Saturday. Both led by the Rev. H. M. Parsons. 

Hartford, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 3 
p. M. in Leeture-room of Center Church. 

New Haven. Conn.. mecting of the Sunday School Union on the second 
Monday evening of each month, Normal class on ail other Monday 
evenings; all in Center Church Chapel. 

Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Les@on Study, every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Syracuse, N. Y.. Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4p.m.,in the Y. M.C. A. Mall. 

Elmira, N. Y., Union Normal class in the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of exch month. 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4 Pp. m., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class ‘Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 
day at 2.45 p.m.. in the Y. M.C. A. Leeture-room. Normal class every 
Thursday at 4.45 p.m., in the chapei of the Fourth Avenue Presbyte- 
rian Chureh; Conductor, Ralph Wells. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union. the second Monday evening of 
each month, in Latayette Aveaue Presbyterian Chureh. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening in the Y. M. C. A. Hail, No. 1210 Chestnut Street; also, at 
noon every Saturday, in the ‘Tenth Presbyterian Church, corner of 
Twelfth and Walnut Streets. 

Harrisburg, Penn.. Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening in the Y. M. C. A. Rooins, 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4p. m., in 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Washington, D. C.. Sunday School Teachers’ Normal class every Satur- 
day, at6 pom. in tie Y. M.C. A. all. 

Williamsport, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, 
8r.mM,inthe Y, M.C. A. Hall. 

Pittsiurgh, Pa. Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fiith Avenue. 

Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Ptudy every Saturday from 
izto 1245 p.m. intbe Y. M. C. A. Hull. Condueted by the Rey. 
Francis A. Horton. 

Dayton, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 7.30 
r.M., in the Y. M.C. A. Parlor. 

Cincinnati, O., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
3p. m.. inthe Y.M.C, A. liall. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, in 
5r.M.,in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon. Training class for Cliristian Workers every Tuesday 
evening. Both in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 
C. P. Jacol es. . 

8t. Louis. Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon. in 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 620 Locust Street. Also, Teachers’ Normal 
class and Lesson Study every Thursday inthe First Presbyterian 
Church. corner Fourteenth Street and Lueas Place, at8 p.m. Teach- 
ers’ Association (Union) meets for Institute work the first Tuesday 
evening of each month, in Pilgrim: Congregational Church. 

Alton. Il., Union Normal class on the second and fourth Wednesday 
evenings of cach month. in the First Baptist Church, 

Springfield, Ill. Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
noon, in the Y. M. ©, A. Hall. 

Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, in Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday atnoon. Also Normal cluss every Saturday from 11 to 12 asa; 
and Eclegiec class every Monday from 3to4 p.m.; both in the Y, M. 
C. A, Parlor, and both conducted by B. F. Jacobs. 

Burlington, Iowa, Sunday Sehool Normal class (Union), the first and 
third Wednesday evenings of each month. 

Detroit. Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, inthe Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Ottawa, Kansas, Teachers’ Normal class on the first Wednesday even- 
ing of each month, in the different churches, 

Denver. Col.. Sunday School Union meets the second Tuesday evening 
of each month. 





THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON 
COMMITTEE. 


According to appointment, the International Lesson 
Committee met in Indianapolis, Tuesday and Wednesday, 
March 27, 28. They assembled in the parlors of the Second 
Presbyterian Church, where they first met as a committee 
upon their appointment in 1872. The chief work of this 
session wae the selection of lessons for 1879, the last of the 
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seven years for which this Committee was to ontline a | work. This is the web of influence that will unite earth and the 


course of study. 


The success of the Uniform Lesson enterprise is unparai- | 


leled in the history of Christian effort. The lessons selected 
vy this committee are certainly used by more tl 
million pupils in the United States, Canada, Engle: 
Ireland, Scotland, Australia, the Sandwich Islands, Norwey 
Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Turkey, 
india, and China. Meetings of the Committee have been 
wld in New York, Niagara Falls, Philadelphia, and New 
London, Conn. 

At the Indianapolis session there were present of the 
Committee: The Rev. Dr. J. I. Vincent, of New York, 
Chairman: the Rev. Dr. Warren Randolph, of Indianapolis, 
Secretary; the Rev. Dr. John Hai!, of New York; the Rev. 
Dr. A. L Chapin, Beloit, Wis. ; the Rev. Dr. J. Monro Gib- 
son, of Chicago; Laymen—Messrs. B. F. Jacobs, Chicago; 
J. B. Tyler, Philadelphia; A. G. Tyng, Peoria, Ill.; P. G. 
Gillett, Jacksonville, Il.; Franklin Fairbanks, St. Johns- 
bury, Vt.: A. Macallum, Canada. The only member absent 
was the Rev. Dr. Richard Newton, of Philadelphia, and the 
Committee is constituted now as it was originally, except 
that Mr. Fairbanks was appointed to fill the vacuney occa- 
sioned by the death of Henry P. Haven. The lessons 
agreed upon must be sent to the London Sundiy-school 
Union for approval or amendment before being made 
public. 

A public reception, which is described as a perfect 
ovation, was tendered the Committee on Wednesday 
evening, in the First Baptist Church. The room was 
magnificently decked with flowers. The Rev. Dr. Randolph, 
who is pastor of this church and also secretary of the Les- 
son Committee, introduced the exercises of the evening 
with the statement that the present meeting of this com- 
miitee was due to the grand convention of Sunday-schiool 
workers held in this city in 1872. At that convention a 
committee was appointed to arrange a series of lessons 
that should include so far as practicuble the entire range 
of the Bible, to be concluded in seven years. ‘‘ For five 
years,” said Dr. Randolph, “the Committee have been at 
work, and it is with great pleasure that I have the oppor- 
tunity of presenting the members of that committee to you 
at this time.” 

The entire audience rose in greeting, and sang the hymn, 
“ Blest be the tie that binds.” Dr. Vincent was introduced 
as the first speaker. The Indianapolis Journul thus reports 
his address : 

The Doctor began by saying that the testimony of his waterproof 
friend could be relied upon. 


} 
hut 





In all his peregrinations up and 
down the earth he had never been able to seduce ove of his Baptist 
brethren from his faith, and in his intercourse with Dr. Randolph 
he had always found him true to his convictions and true to his 
faith He had always found that those who did thus stand firm 
worked more effectually and with warmer hearts for the progress 
of the catholic church, in which we are all working, irrespective of 
creed. With a well-turned compliment to the worth of Dr. Ran- 
doiph the speaker took up his subject without a moment's pause. 
What we want, said he, in the Sunday-schools of to-day is the 
bright, homelike influence of culture and the refinement of our best 
homes. By making the Sunday-school rooms cosy and comfortable 
aud healthful, you make a lasting impression on hundreds and 
thousands of poor children who are not surrounded by these refin- 
We also want more of the 
evangelical spirit in the Sunday-schools. 


ing influences at their own homes 
The best, wealthiest, and 
most learned members of the congregation should go to the Sunday- 
achool and take part in the exercises. In this way you break down 
the barrier that arises to create the impression that the Sunday 
school is a school for children alone. It is a department in which 
old and young can take part with equal protit. When this is fully 
understood, young men and young women will no longer ontgrow 
the Sunday-school when they don mustaches and long dresses 
The Sunday-school will then contribute to the church, and the con 
gregation will be doubled in numbers and strength. We also need 
more of the school in the Sunday school; more system, more 
method, and we should come to study the Scriptures more care 
fully. The speaker again adverted to the necessity of adorning 
the Sunday-school rooms. -You cannot put too much adornment 
there, and you cannot make it toe attractive. The church in all 
its departments is the product of the power of the Spirit of God, 
and without a baptism of the spiritual element the Sunday-school 
will Be asorry failure. Let us therefore work to acquire and to 
deserve the blessings of God in our work. 

In introducing the next speaker, B F. Jacobs, of Chicago, 
Dr. Randolph said: “At the convention of 1872 some of 
you will remember that almost the only opposition to the 
system of International lessons came from Edward Eggles- 
ton, and he attributed much of the success that attended 
the adoption of the series to “ that steam-engine uf a man,” 
B. F. Jacobs, of Uhicago. We do not knew, of course, how 
much is due to his efforts, but I do know that you will all 
want to hear him to-night, and he will now address you.” 

Mr. Jacobs followed with these remarks: 

We may not have all the elegances and comforts of home in our 
Sunday school. but there is one thing we must have, and that is 


| 
} 


~!} now is harmony 


heavenly kingdom, We must have constant communication with 


God, and to keep up this communication there must be harmony. | 


Like tne telephone in successful operation, the tongue at both ends 


of the line must be pitched on the same key, and what we most need | 


One wants to take but one part of the Bible, and 
anotber to take out another chapter or another story, and there is 
ne telling where we would stand if we consented to the propose: 


| changes in the form of the Bible. We must not forget that God 


t 











has set the séal of his approval on the whole Bible as it is presented 
to us, and it-but remains for us to accept it without change as all- 
sufficient. We need nothing more, and when we understand the 
meaning of the word of God as set forth in the Old and the New 
Testaments, we will cease to ask for further knowledge in forbidden 
wavs. Mr. Jacobs illustrated his point with peculiar force. and 
strongly urged the congregation to hold to the faith and to cling to 
the word of God with an undying tenacity. 

Dr. Randolph next introduced the Rev. Dr. John Hall, 
who said : 

My Christian friends, it is personally a great pleasure to me to 
speak a few words in the building in which the voice of my 
colleague is to be heard, I hope for many years, preaching Christ 
and him crucified. And I am sure I bat express the hope heartily 
shared by my colleagues on the Committee. when I say, May his 
efforts here be attended by the same success as marked his labors in 
another field of labor where we lately knew him, and from which 
you have been the instruments of drawing him away. Let me 
take up the thread dropped by my friend who has just taken his 
seat. Permit me, in what I shall say, to address you as American 
Christian citizens, upon the relation that the great interest of the 
Sunday-school may be expected to bear to our success as a nation, 
I may appear to you possibly in the rolé of an alarmist, and yet I 


feel that 1 must call your attention to certain manifestations of the | 


times that must be met by us as Christians, if we would do our 
duty. While the churcbes all over the land as a whole may .be 
keeping abreast with its growth and development, it is not doing so 
in the great cities. Every one is aware of the great power and 
influence that go out from these centres, and it is a loss to the 
chureh if it cannot make itself felt here, where man is so powerful 
in his effect upon his fellow-creatures. 
alarming growth of abnormal “isms.” 


Another point is the 
The character of them is 
such as to attract many followers and advocates. In the third 
place, there is not so much Christian authority in the family as 
there used to be. Some time ago it was my fortune to be traveling 
with the senior bishop in America of the Episcopal Church and [| 
asked him wherein he saw the greatest change during his ministry, 
extending over a period of fifty years. He said that he saw in the 
exercise and respect of parental authority the greatest change. 
Young life is more demonstrative in the affairs of men than it used 
to be. We find, with grief be it stated, that at an earlier period 
than used to be, and at an earlier than is healthy, the child exer 
cises his own authority. Then there is the question of the Sabbath 
A very large number of thrifty, good and desirable German citi 


zens look upon it with no favor, and take every opportunity of 


striking it. And yet the question of its maintainance is directly 
connected with the welfare of the country. Another question is 
that of temperance. I do not forget the great uprising in your 
sister State several years ago, that swept not only that but sur 
rounding..commonwealths, and the grand and lasting results that 
flowed from it. Yet, with all that;and-the-influence -of all the 
other efforts in this direction, known generally under the name of 
the temperance movement, no thinking man is of the opinion that 
the temperance question has reached a satisfactory stage. Another 
qtestion is that of the Bible in the public schools. We all know 
that a great number of citizens want a change in that regard, and 
are working to secure that change which will drive out all Christi- 
anity there now is in public education. These questions cume 
very close to the welfare of the nation. We cannot in this country, 
as in the old nations, where are monarchies and despotisins, by 
edict of the state crush down the malcontents, but must submit ques 
tions to the judgment of the people, where every man has a vote. 
It behooves us, then, to look not only to the brain, but to the prin 
ciple that is in the heart. Republics before us that were apparently 
as favored in all things as we have been, have gone to pieces, 
and it is necessary that we take heed not to stand where those 
nations stood. If we asa country go down in the footsteps of 
other failures, greater will be our condemnation. It becomes us 
therefore as Christians and patriots, to consider the bearing o! 
these beneficent measures upon our life, not ouly as individiuais 


nor as families, but as a nation.. Speaking for myself, and, | | 


think, for my colleagues on the Committee as well, we consider it 
one of the greatest honors conferred on us to have committed to 
our feeble hands the work of preparing the lessons of the Sunday- 
schools of this and other lands. I beg of you to keep in mind the 
bearing of this intereston the country. I havea conviction, shared 
in by the Puritans and the Reformers of Luther's time, that 
With the fear of the Lord, we 
can stand twenty panics, Take it away, and we go down, though 


“righteousness exalteth a nation.” 


we had twenty times the material power with which the Lord has | 


biessed us. Let the generation growing up be intelligently ac 
quainted with the holy oracles. and we cut the ground from 
beneath all the “isms” that will ever take shape. Let them know 
the Bible, and it will not be difficult to inculcate the exhortation, 
“Children, obey your parents" All the social and family rela 
tions of life will be made pleasant and agreeable, and a blessing 
to mankind. Let them be saturated with the Bible, and they will 
keep the Sabbath in the proper place; there will be no trouble in 
getting the right kind of temperance legislation. Then the adjust 
ment of these questions will be easy, and we shall have a nation 
growing up under the influence of that teaching which, vivified in 
the soul, is profitable to all things, having promise of the life that 


faints. contemplate the magnitude of the work you are allowed to put 
| yourhand to. Dr. lLall then urged upon parents the great necessity 

of teaching their children, not delegating that great trust to the 
| Sunday school teacher, Child religion, he said, was looked upon as 


athing of faney; but he told an affecting story of the death of a little 





girl on Staten Island, coming under his own observation, that was 
to his hearers convineing proof of its reality. He said, in conclu 
i sion: © parents, so teach, so direct and guide your children, that 
, When the Lord, in whatever manner he will, takes them from you, 
or you from them, you shall know that the whole family whom 
Jesus lias named on earth shall be reunited in his kingdom in g'ory. 
May the Lord bless your work in Indianapolis, and make it a field 
truly blessed by his presence ! 


After the public meeting the Lesson Committee resumed 
its session, and its labors were not. finally concluded until 
about midnight. The details of its work will be ready for 
puolication at an early day. 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL 
—The Sunday School Institute of the Teay’s Valley Bap- 
tist Association will be held with the Coalsmouth Baptist 
Church, Kanawha County, West Va. commencing Friday 
evening, April 20. Conductors, Messrs. D. T. C. Farrow 
anl L. E. Peters. All Sunday-school workers are invited. 


—At the Pennsylvania State Sunday-school Convention, 
to be held at Harrisburg, June 12-14, the Rev. Drs. John 
Hall and Richard Newton, and the Rev. W. F, Crafts and 
wife, are to be in attendance. The Chairmanship of the 
| local committee in charge is the veteran J. W. Weir, which 
is a pledge that all will be well done, 





—The Joint Committee, appointed by the Protestant 
Npiscopal Sunday School Associations of Philadelphia, New 
York, and Long Island, to prepare a uniform series of 
lessons for use among themselves, met in New York, March 
20. After a full discussion of the proposed work a sub- 
committee, consisting of the clerical members of the Joint 
Committee, was appointed to present a general scheme ot 
lessons to a future meeting, to be held in Philadelphia. 

—On Tuesday evening, March 27, the Rev. Dr. R.S. 
Storrs, of Brooklyn, addressed the Sunday-school teachers 
of Bloomfield, N. J. His theme was “The variety and 
unity of the Bible.” From The Bloomfield Record, which 
gives a quite full report of the eddress, the extract below is 
selected. Dr. Storrs, near the conclusion of his remurks, 


suid: 

The mind of God in unity is like that of a well-constructed 
building—all its parts in keeping and harmony, forming one com 
plete structure, not to be apprehended in its oneness until we sur- 
A drop of water, aclotid, a rainbow,—all these 
separately and in their combinations wondrous!y reveal the diver- 





vey the whole. 


sity and the unity of God's mind; everywhere it is seen in its 
And all this characteristic oneness we find 
in the Seriptures, to a marvelous degree, notwithstanding it com- 


variety and richness. 


prises sixty manuscripts, by forty writers, in three languages, occu- 


| pying a wide range of fifteen hundred years before all the pam- 
phiets were stitched’ together inone book. Yet it is obvious to the 
most exacting human mind that it is perfect in its unity, the pro- 


duct of one master mind. the Supreme Dictator of these forty 


writers. When you see a wall loosely put together, you know 
that a child can insert his lever and remove the stones, but when 
you have a massive work so solidly built, so compactly cemented, 
that the most skillful of scientific experts are unable to impair its 
integrity, you may be assured of its stability. So, from the 
failure of skeptics to prove to the contrary, thinking minds 
must be impressed with the integrity and oneness of the 
B.ble, with its unexampled harmony. It opens with the 
doctrine of God in his oneness and power: “In the beginning, 
God created the heaven and the earth.” 


Man with his telescope 





and microscope has searched the universe; has penetiaied from the 


globule of water, teeming with minute life, out into the stellar 
depths, where all but invisible atoms of light round out into ponder- 


s globes of created grandeur, finding only confirmations of the 


; Holy Writ. From the creation the Book goes on to the doctrine 
of the law of God: “Thou shalt, and thou shalt not.’ The 
| grandest eulogy ever spoken of human nature was that command, 
| Be ye holy as Iam holy.” It implied that, while we could not 
rival him in knowledge, as our first parents attempted to do, yet 
we could rival him in holiness of character. 


PERSONAL. i 


—Ralph Wells addressed the Sunday-school workers of 
Charleston, 8. C., on Saturday, March 2: 


| —The Rey. W. F. Crafts has been conducting a series of 
Sun lay-school meetings in Toronto, Canada, 

—The Rev Dr. J. T. Duryea, of Brooklyn, will address 
| the Sunday-school workers of Bloomfield, N. J.,on Wednes- 
| day evening, April 18. 
| The Rev. 8. B.S. Bissell, of Norwalk, Conn., so long 
| and favorably known for his connection with the American 
| Sunday School Union, was a classmate of Professor Hart at 
, Princeton. 


| —Messrs. Hall and Cree have completed their Southern 


the word of God. This we must have, and the fact cannot be | now is, and of the life which is to come. ToSunday-school teachers, | tour among the Young Men’s Christian Associations. Mr. 
toe strongly impressed upon these engaged in the Sunday-school | I would say, Go forward in your work, and if the spirit fags and | Ilall returns to New York to resume his state work. Mr. 
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Cree with Mr. 8. A. Taggart will during April attend the 
state conventions of Georgia and Alabama. 


—The Hon. Richard McCormick, who has just been 
appointed assistant Secretary of the Treasury, was formerly 
secretary of the Young Men’s Christian Association of New 
York City. He was an active member of the Third National 
Sunday School Convention, at Philadelphia, in 1859. 


—Mrs. Sarah A. Cooper, of San Francisco, whose letters 
concerning work among the Chinese on the Pacific coast 
have interested many readers of The Sunday School Times, 
recently addressed the young ladies of Mills Seminary, 
Alameda County, California, on “Common ‘Sense”” She 
spoke of “Common sense in business affairs,” “Common 
sense in dress,” and “ Common sense in education.” The 
views which she expressed well illustrated her theme. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


—»————— 


Suggestions for House Decoration in Painting, Woodwork, 
and Furniture. By Rhoda and Agnes Garrett. Philadelphia: 
Porter & Coates—This handbook is No. 2 of the Art at 
Home Series, and, in the words of its authors, “ it is designed to 
offer a few simple rules for general’ guidance, rather than to 
interfere with individual taste in minute particulars.” The 
contents comprise an able “ Introduction ;”’ ‘“ Houses as they 
are,” in which a scathing attack is made on thesort of taste 
displayed in the furnishing of London middle-class houses 
“ Honses as they might be;” “On draperies ;” “ What will it’ 
cost?’ The book is particularly directed to the cultivated 
middle class, who have the means of enjoying refinement and 
luxury in moderation: and therefore its direct audience will be 
more limited than that to which its predecessor, the usher of 
the series, appeals. It recommends what by the generality of 
middle-classes householders now-a-days would be considered 
a severe style; and its proposition to return to the use of the 
dust-gathering curtains and chimney-piece draperies, and the 
open grates of the so-called “ Queen Anne style,” will hardly 
meet with enthusiastic support in this country. It, however, 
contains not only some pleasant reading, but many suggestions 
that may prove of use in the decoration of any house. The 
authors are evidently women of refinement and experience, 
and the book is well illustrated. Further volumes on Draw-- 
ing and Painting, Dress, Family Music, Domestic Architecture, 
ete., are in preparation, and they are headed by such names as 
those of Stacey Marks, A. R. A. ,Mrs. Oliphant, John Hullah, 
J. J. Stevenson, etc.—names that are continually before the 
British public in connection with efforts to ameliorate the con- 
dition of mankind by purifying and refining the taste. (12mo, 
pp. 100. Cloth, $1.00.) 


Pomponia ; or, The Gospel in Coesar's Household. By Mrs. 
Webb. Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication —The 
period which Mrs. Webb has chosen to illustrate in “‘ Pompo- 
nia” is that of the Emperor Nero and his wicked predecessor, 
Claudius. The scene of the story is laid partly in Rome, and 
partly in Britain, where the Roman armies were at that time 
quartered. Incidentally a great deal of useful information is 
given concerning the rites and spirit of the gloomy religion of 
the Druids, and the progress of Claudia from the superstitions 
of Britain, and of Pomponia from the worship of the Roman 
gods, into the true light, are clearly shown. Books of this 
sort should be multiplied in our libraries, for they lead not only 
to the study of the history of Christianity in early times, but 
also to the reverent reading of the New Testament. “ Alypius 
of Tagaste,” is another book by Mrs. Webb, published by the 
Presbyterian Board. In purpose and style it is similar to 
“Pomponia,” but the story 1s of the latter part of the fourth 
century, and the places and people are of Alexandria and 
Greece. It is skillfully written, and will not fail to benefit 
and instruct as well as please its readers. (16mo, pp. 480, 379: 
Cloth, $1.50 each.) 


The Golden Butterfly. By the authors of “Ready Money 
Mortiboy.” New York: Harper and Brothers.—There are 
novels and novels, and some may be worse, while many are 
undoubtedly better and more healthful than this one, notwith- 
standing that it possesses power—we cannot call it merit—of 
a certain kind, The book is a social satire; the theme being 
the hollow side of English life, with an overdrawn, but very 
amusing, ‘‘typical’’ American, by way of contrast and variety. 
The undercurrent of remark and innuendo is utterly dis- 
torted and turbid, while the development of plot, and the 
earicaturing of persons eminent in theology, literature, and | 
science are of the kind that is strongly suggestive of a wish | 
for dramatization. Charles Reade, Boucicault, and Miss 
Braddon are mixed adroitly to make a strongly flavored pot 
pourri of dramatic incident, stagey characterization, brisk but 
coarse dialogue, one-sided satire, unlimited English slang, 
most ungenerous and revolting analysis of woman, and pathos 
that is just skin-deep. Really there is no necessity for im- 
porting so much of this sort of thing. (8vo, pp. 167. Paper, 
75 cents.) * 


The Life of Thomas Arnold, D.D. By Arthur Penrhyn 
Stanley, D.D. New York: Scribner, Armstrong, & Co.—This 








new edition of Dean Stanley's Life of the great master of Rugby 
School is printed from the old Ticknor and Fields’ plates, but | 
looks as new as an 1877 gold dollar, in its clear typography, | 
tinted paper, red cloth binding, and gilt top. There is n- | 
more beautiful style of book-producing than this, now happuy 
coming into vogue again. Of the book itself we need not say 
much. It is an adequate memorial of a noble man. Of all 
the Broad Church school, now passing into its decline, but once 
adorned with the talents of a Maurice and a Robertson and 
an Arnold, and supported by a Jowett and a Stanley, the 
Rugbeian educator and historian was the greatest name. 
(2 vols. in one, 8vo, pp. 378, 400. Cloth, $2.50.) 


King Saul. A Tragedy. By Byron A. Brooks. New 
York: Nelson & Phillips—-We suppose that it is considered 
an axiom that tragedy must be written in blank verse; yet 
there are many tragedies that would appear at least respect- 
able in the plain prose which cannot support the burden of 
the heavy figures and cumbrous circumlocution of ordinary 
tragedy. Much of Shakespeare’s historical work is pompous, 
forced, and unnatural, and, unfortunately, it is just this jan- 
gling, mock-heroic vein of Shakespeare that Mr. Brooke most 
readily falls into in his evident devotion to him. There is, 
however, a manly tone pervading the book; and though there 
is not a single new idea in it, it contains a few passages that 
recommend themselves by their truth and neatness of expres- 
sion. (16mo, pp. 144. Cloth, $1.50.) 


How to See Jesus. By James William Kimball. Boston: 
Lockwood, Brooks, & Co.—This interesting book seems to 
have grown out of familiar letters, written in the first place by 
the author to a friend, who was anxiously seeking for some 
manifestation of the personal love of Christ in her own expe- 
rience. We have found it singularly fresh and attractive, 
and think it fits into a niche which no other small devotional 
volume, within our knowledge, fills. The topics are such as 
these: ‘‘ God’s Minute Care,” ‘‘ Faith’s Discipline,” ‘“‘ Unbelief 
not Modesty,” ‘“God’s Part and Ours,” ‘“ Realizing Jesus,” 
etc., and they are so plainly and affectionately treated that 
each chapter is helpful. Especially to young Christians we 
commend the reading of Mr. Kimball's earnest words. (16mo, 
pp. 252. Cloth, $1.00.) 


Dyspepsia and its Kindred Diseases. By Dr. W. W. Hall. 
New York : R. Worthington.—This is a very readable volume, 
with its large, clear type, its running head-lines, and its racy 
style. Dr. Hall had fewer hobbies and eccentricities than 
most who make “health reform” a life work; and he was 
abundantly gifted with common sense,—a quality specially 
needed in the treatment of dyspepsia, a malady with more 
imaginary woes than any other ten diseases put together. 
The volume contains much practical advice, and none, so far 
as we have noticed, which is not worth heeding. It is put 
together in a rather slipshod style, and sadly lacks an editor. 
(12mo, pp. 272. Cloth, $1.50.) 


Fighting the Foe; or Every Day Battles. By Fidelité. 
New York: Robert Carter & Brothers—This is an English 
story too. An officer in the army, on the eve of going away 
to the field, brings his young wife to his home, and leaves her 
in charge of his five children, who are all resolved to hate 
their stepmother. She wins them to love and obey her, and 
at the same time to give their hearts to Christ, in a series of 
familiarly told stories, each of which has a suggestive motto 
prefixed. The idea is an excellent one, and it is thoroughly 
well carried out. The book will charm the youthful reader. 
(12mo, pp. 343. Cloth, $1.50.) 


The Beauty of the King. By Rev. A. H. Holloway. New 
York: Authors’ Publishing Co.—Mr. Holloway needs no in- 
troduction to the readers of this paper, as he has been one of 
its frequent contributors. His aim in the present volume is 
to set forth the divine character of Jesus from his birth to his 
resurrection. He does this in successive essays, which are 
themselves convincing, and which are aptly illustraced by 
quotations which show wide reading on the author's part. 
(12mo, pp. 174. Cloth, $1.00.) 


Scamp and I. By L. T. Meade. New York: Robert Carter 
& Brothers.—A touching story of London life, in which the 
faithful love of a little sister is shown. Flo and Dick, who 
are orphans, live in a cellar, and earn their bit of bread by 
“translating” old shoes into new ones. Scamp is a harmless 
dog whom they adopt. The tale in its pathos, is not inferior 
to ‘“ Jessica's First Prayer,” of which it somehow reminds us. 
(16mo, pp. 213. Cloth, $1.25.) 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[All books received will be promptlf noticed under this head. The 
interests of our readers will guide us in making further notice.] 


TALEs FROM SHAKESPEARE. By Charles and Mary Lamb. 2 vols.: Trage- 
dies and Comedies. (Half-Hour Series.) 18mo, pp. 208, 279.. Paper, 


25 cents each. New York: Harper & Brothers. (For sale by J. B. 
Lippincott & Co.) 


Tue Stanparp Sunvay Scnoor Recorp, containing a place for recording 





all the neeessary business ef a Sabbath School, etc. Sq. 16mo, pp. 


= Morocco, $1.00. Chicago: Fairbanks & Co., 46 Madison 
treet. 


LecturEs AND Sermons. By the Rev. W. Morley Punshon, LL.D. 
12mo, pp. 378. Cloth, $1.25. New York: R. Worthington, 750 
Broadway. (For sale by Porter & Coates.) 


CrassicaL Grograpuy. By H. F. Tozer. 
pp 127. Cloth, 50 cents. New York: 
y Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Puitovoey. By John Peile, M.A. (Literature Primers.) 18mo, pp. 
164. . Cloth, 50cents. New York: D. Appleton & Co. (For sale by 
Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger. 


DysPEPsiA AND ITs KinpRED DISEASES. A Dr. W. W. Hall. 12mo. pp. 
272. Cloth, $1.50. New York: R. Worthington, 750 Broadway. 
(For sale by Porter & Coates.) . 


Across Africa. By Verney Lovett Cameron, C. ;\ C. L. Illustrated. 
r 


8vo, pp. 508. Cloth. New York: Harper & Brothers. (For salo 
by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) : 


Two Lies. A Novel. By Julia Kavanagh. 12mo, pp. 443. Cloth. 
New York: D. Appleton & Co. (For sale by Claxton, Remsen, & 
Haffelfinger.) 


Tue CarpinaL’s Daventer. A sequelto “Ferne Fleming.” By Mrs. 
Catharine A. Warfield, 12mo, pp. 366. Cloth, $1.75. Philadelphia: 
T. B. Peterson & Brothers. 


Literature Primer.) 18mo, 
- Appleton & Co. For sale 


60 cents. New York: Harper & Brothers. (For sale by J. 
pincott & Co.) ’ . 


Home as iT SHovutp ge. With Counsel for All. By L. D.'Barrows, D.D. 
18mo, pp. 102. Paper. New York: Nelson & Phillips. 


Pamphlets. 


The Psychological Basis of Religion, considered from the Standpoint 
= A Prize Essay. 16mo. Paper. New York: 8. R. Wells 
0. 


Nora’s Love Test. A Novel. By ey Cecil Hay. Mage 156, P ig ro 
- Lip- 


Catalogue of the Trustees, Officers, and Students of the University 
of Pennsylvania, 1876-77. 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 








“Sones oF BevLan,” the new Sunday-school singing 


book. 35 cents; $30 per 100. Lee & Walker, 1113 Chest- 
nut Street, Phila. 


BLENDING Liauts is the title of Dr. Fraser’s great work, 
showing that the sciences do not contradict the Bible, but 
agree with it. The American Tract Society, N. Y., pub- 
lishes it. Price, $2.00; postage 12c. Dr. Duryea says it 
is the best book of its class in the English language. Ask 
booksellers for it, or send to the Depository, 1512 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


Swampscott.—The Christian Friends who spent a few 
days in the study of the word at this place last summer, 
will doubtless be glad to learn that the very interesting 
Bible reading on the second coming of the Lord, by Dr. 
James H. Brookes, of St. Louis, has been published in a 
very attractive little volume of seventy-nine pages, with an 
introduction by George C. Needham and Henry Moor- 
house. Price, 25 cents. Address the publisher, Edward 
A. Wilson, Springfield, Dlinois. 


Mrs. T. DeEWitr TaLmaGe writes: “I have in my family 
a Sewing Machine which for excellence in all departments 
cannot be excelled. It is light running, requiring little 
physical force to propel it. The machinery, so simple in 
construction that a child could learn to manage it, and the 
attachments so complete that the most elaborate as well as 
the most simple work can be done in an unexceptionable 
manner. 

“The one attachment of the Braider alone is invaluable ; 
so perfect is the arrangement that the most intricate pattern 
can be braided by a child, better than could be done by the 
hand work of an experienced workman. 

“ The cases are also beautiful pieces of furniture. I would 
advise any one in need of a good family Sewing Machine to 
purchase a ‘ Domestic.’ 

“Mrs. T. DeWitt TatMaGe.” 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 





My book, “ Firry YEARS WITH THE SappaTH ScHoo is,” sent post-paid, on 
receipt of the price, $1.75. Asa Buttary, Cambridgeport, Mass. 





Saratoca Springs 1n Winter.—Reasons for going to Dr. Strong’s 
Remedial Institute, with circular describing its Turkish, Russian. and 
Electrical Baths, ete., will be sent on application. Nervous, Lung, 
Female, and Chronic Diseases a specialty. 





To tne Consumptive. Let those who languish under the fatal severity 
of our climate through any pulmonary complaint, or even those who 
are in decided consumption, by no means despair. There is a sate 
and sure remedy at — and one easily tried. “ Wilbor’s Compound ot 
Cod Liver Oil and Lime,” without possessing the very nauseating flayur 
of the Oil as heretofore used, is endowed by the phosphate of lime with 
a healing property which renders the oil doubly efficacious. Remark- 
able testimonials of its efficacy can be exhibited to those who desire 
to see them. For sale by A. B. Wilbor, Chemist, Boston. 





ImporTaNT TO Persons Visit1Inag New Yorx.—One of the best kept and 
most convenient hotels for Merchants and others to stop at when in 
New York isthe Grand Union Hotel, nearly opposite the Grand Central 
Depot, kept on the European plan—you therefore only pay for what 
you get. Everything is first class, and prices moderate, adapted tu 
the stringency of the times. You save the expense of carriage hire, 
and by laazing yous baggage check at the counter of the Hotel, your 
baggage will delivered in your rooms, fifteen minutes after the 
arrival of the cars, free of expense. We advise you to give the Grand 
Union a trial. 





“De.icutep!" “ How can you Arrorp 1T?”—Is what everybody asks. 
We are sending to the readers of this paper a set of four (4) handsome 
6x8 landscape chromos. “Isola Bella,” “ Miramar,” “Scotch Coast,” 
‘Holland Coast.” together with three months’ subscription to our 
mammoth 16-page (64 column) paper, Leisure Hovrs, containing the 
choicest serial and short stories, sketches, poetry, humor, ete., (one of 
Dickens's and one of Bulwer’s stories now running in it,) for the small 
sum of twenty-five cents to pay cost of paseeng 4d mailing. Money 
will be returned to any one not satisfied. J. L. Patten & Co., 162 
William Street, New York, ? 
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PUBLICATIONS. 





New Commentary 
ON THE WHOLE BIBLE. 
By JAMIESON, FAUSSET ann BROWN. 
COMPLETE EDITION. 

The best Commentary extant: 
Commended by the most d Shove ae scholars & divines. 
PRICE IN CLOTH, $7.50. 

For full particulars address, 
S. S. SCRANTON & CO., Hartford, Conn. 


JUST THE THING FOR 
Pastors, Superintendents and Teachers. 











The best anecdotes care- 
fully compiled under ap- 
} propriate headings, with 
} alphabetical index. Cloth, 
$1 00; paper, 50 cents. 
Send all orders to 
Eben Shute, 
/36 Bromfield Street, 
Boston. 


SUPERINTENDENTS 


AND 


TEACHERS 
SEND TO THE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPOSITORY, 
No. 76 East 9th Street, New York, 
For everything needed in your work. Library 
ooks—Choice selections, Sunday-school 


Papers, Question Books, Teachers’ 
Bibles, ete. 


G. M. VAN DERLIP, 
Depositary. 


SOMETHING NEW. 


Reference Tabs or Pas- 
sage Indicator. 


For preachers, superintendents 
teachers, lawyers, and lecturers. 
Made of steel, nickel plated. 

2 letters, $1.00; 26 letters, $2.00. 
Half interest for sale cheap to 
a consecrated Christian only. 
Address 

J. W. WELLS, 

309 North Eighth St., Phila., Pa. 

















Can I earn to Play 

on the PIANO. 

FORTE or ORGAN 

in one day by usin 
‘*Mason’s Crrarts.”’ Chil 
10 years old can learn easily. 
Endorsed by best musical people 
in Boston. Wonder of the 19th 
century. Everybody delighted. 
A musical education for almost 
nothing. Full set Charts, with 
instructions, only $1. Sent to any 
address on receipt of price. Cir- 
culars ev. Address F. W.-McCleave & Co., 238 
Washington St., Boston, Mass. “ This is athoroughly 
reliable firm, These charts are simple, yet wonder- 
ful. Every family should have one.”—Publisher 
Boston Daily and Weekly Globe. 


The Soul’s Inquiries Answered 


IN THE WORDS OF SCRIPTURE. 


A Year Book of Scripture Texts. With an Introduc- 
tion by Rev. T. L. Cuyler, D.D. 

Mr. Moody first called attention in this country to 
this little book. On his first return from England, 
he brought copies of it for all the teachers in his 
Chicago Sunday-school. And the book is worthy 
the high estimate he put upon it. For each day in 
the year three Scripture verses are arranged: First 
comes a question; second, an answer; third, a 
declaration or injunction: all in Scripture phrase. 
The selections are admirable. For example: 

How can man be justified with God ?—Job 25:4 
A man is justified by faith.—Rom. 3: 28. 
Being justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.—Rom. 5: 1 

No more useful book could be placed in the hands 
of inquirers or young converts. 

Price, complete with blank pages for diary, $1.00. 
Edition without diary, 50 cents. 

THOMAS Y.CROWELL,. Publisher, 
744 Broadway, New York. 

Sold by all booksellers, or sent postpaid on receipt 

of price, ) 


“NEW BOOKS 


Ten Years of my Life. By the Princess Felix 
, ORR SIR. SOU acct ceswcrnc es nese 
Prince of Walesin India. By J. Drew Gay, Esq., 

Special Correspondent of the London Daily 








Telegraph. Illustrated. Cloth....---.-.-----. 1 75 
Latham’s Johnson’s Dictionary. New edition 8 00 
Dyer’s History of Rome. Maps, etc. Cloth_-.. 5 00 


Dyspepsia and its Kindred Diseases. By Dr. 
W. W. Hall, (author of “ How to Live Long,” 
CN0.; WR iris. 


Vennor’s Birds of Canada, with 30 large photo- 
graphs by Notman-__-_-__._____ . 


Memoirs of Dr. Norman Macleod___________-_. 
Panshon’s (Rev. Dr.) Sermons and Lectures___ 1 25 
Chambers’s Etymological Dictionary __________ 
Roman Catholicism, Old and New. Cloth______ 


Chambers’s Cyclopedia of English Literature. 
Third edition. 2 volumes. Cloth_._..________ 


Hyneman’s History of Freemasonry in England 1 00 
Chambers’s Encyclopedia. Edinburgh edition. 
Revised edition brought down to 1877_______ 


R. WORTHINGTON, 750 Broadway, N. Y. 


1 30 











Fashionable Visiting Cards, 15 Va- 

reeties, in an elegant case, with your 

name handsomely printed in the 

latest style of type, for 25 cents. 

Agents outfit 20c, (Samples for stamp.) 
D. F. COOLEY; BROCKTON, MASS. 





J. ESTEY & COMPANY 











The Most Extensive Manufactory of Reed Organs 
IN THE WORLD! 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES SENT FREE. 


In POWER combined with PURITY OF TONE, in DURABILITY and FINISH, 
these Organs are Unrivaled, 














25c.ROCK OF AGES. 25c. 


Having purchased a large edition of the celebrated and superb chromo, “Rock of Ages,” at 
an extraordinarily low price, we are enabled to offer this beautiful picture to the pubiic at 26 cts. 
per copy, that being the COST IN LL to our patrons. It will be sent by mail, in sucha 
strong tube that we cun guarantee each picture to reach its destination in perfect safety. 

This chaste chromo measures 19 by 24 inches, and requires Seven Different Chromatic 
Colors for its production. It is a beautiful and striking exemplification of FAITH and its 
REWARD, and should be in every househeld throughout the land. 


ILLUMINATED MOTTOES:~ 
“ mw 46 ” 66 j ” 
God bless our Home.” ‘The Lord is my Shepherd.” “Praise the Lord. 3 
These Mottoes are printed in Old English type, with most exquisite coloring and design. 
They are far superior to any thing of the kind ever issued. We introduce these gems of art 
as a supplement to ** Rock of Ages,” and they can be sent to any of our patrons at 2Qe, each, or 
the complet« series of three for Qc. Size, 10 by 25inches. Rustic Frames for Mottoes, 60e. each, 
We auso offer a beautiful and substantial Black Walnut and Gilt Frame. highly polished aud 
varnished. This Frame is designed expressly for our chromo, ‘‘ Rock of Ages,” and we guarantee 
perfect satisfaction to those ordering it from us. We will ship it to any address ou receipt of $1.50. 


Any of our patrons not sutisfied with any of the above-named articles the 
may receive, if returned to us in good order, will have their money refunde 


by return mail. 
CUT THESE OUT AND MAIL THEM: 
COUPON. COUPON. 


On receipt of this coupon On receipt of this coupon 
and 25 cents, we we will send § and 20c., we will send to your 
to your address our chromo, § address either of the three 
“ Rock of Ages.” mottoes, or all three for 50c. 





COUPON. 
On receipt of this coupon and 
1.50, we will send to your ad- 
dress, by exp..ourFrame made 
expressly for Rock of Ages. 

















C. C. CAMPBELL, Sec'y & Treas, Address, CONTINENTAL CHROMO COMPANY, 
W. DILWORTH RICHARDSON, Manager. 250 W. Fourth 8t., Cincinnati, O. 





LTO MAHE 


OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL BRIGHTE 
OUR HOME CIRCLE HAPPIE 


We offer the best and cheapest Sunpay Scuoot Papzrs, 


“OOD WORDS, MY PAPER, 
OOD CHEER, OLD & YOUNG. 


Beautifully Wlustrated.  Nambered, not Dated. Published Every Month, 


Address E. W. HAWLEY, Sec’y, 
CHRISTIAN AT WORK PUBLISHING CO., 
No. 102 Chambers Street, New York. 








Samples Free. 











o- SS ae 
CHURCH FURNITURE, 


69 Carmine Street, New York. a 
Pulpits, Communion Tables, &e., 


HITE CORDED PIQUES, 10, 124% TO 25e. 
Pearl Shirt Buttons only 2c. dozen. 
Ladies’ new style Striped Skirts, 56c., $1 to $1 25. 
New choice Hamburg Fdging.5, 1214, 25 to 50c. 
Shoe Laces 2c. dozen; Corset Laces 4c. a dozen. 
Choice lot Hair Brushes, 10, 16 to 25e. 
900 pairs Steel Scissors, 1244c., slightly rusted. 
One 6-yd pieces Roll fape. only 2c. a piece. 
One paper or 280 Pins for 144c. a paper * 
100 in a box of Black Pins, cost you 3c. box. 
Fine White Wool Flannel, 12%, 25, 37% to 50c. 
Linen Huck and Damask Towels, 614, 121% to 25c. 
Double width Loom Table Linen, 28, 31, 37% to 50c. 
Pearl Dress and Rubber and Ivory Buttons, 6 to 
12'4c. dozen. 
hite Shirt Buttons, 12 dozen we sell for 4c. 


OWEN EVANS’ Cheap Store, 


128 North Eighth St., door below Cherry. 





always in stock. 8.8. Banners, silk 
and gold, $5.00 each. 
Illus. Catalogues, | Furnirurg, loc. 


Banners, Texts & Decorations, 10c. 


$3 PRINTING PRESS 


Prints Cards, Envelopes, &c., equal to 
Many press. Larger sizes for large work. 
Do your own printing and advertising 
and save money. Excellent spare hour 
amusement for youngorold. Can be 

RITE! made a money making business any- 
WEI EISSAY where. Send 3c. stamp for large cata- 


logue to KELSEY & CO,, Manuf’s, Meriden, Conn. 























AGREAT OFFER! 


‘the BEST MADE. 7 Octave Pianos $1 
| do $160 not used a year. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 





H. B. GRAVES CARD HOUSE, Bergen, N. Y. 
Illustrated Catalogue and Samples of 30 styles, 6 cts. 
We have the finest variety of Visiting Cards in the 
U.S. Seelour samples before you buy. Agents Wanted. 





Dry. ROGERS’ In Powder. 


Citrate of Magnesia. 


During the past twenty-five years it has given 
universal satisfaction asa pleasant aperient. It isthe 
best medicine for headache, sickness of the stornach, 
heartburn, and all complaints arising from acidity, 
bilious and malarial fevers. It cools the blood and 
regulates the bowels. It is superior to Saratoga and 
most mineral waters. For sale by all drugsists. 
Prepared by A, ROGERS & SONS, New York City. 





-Maize Flour Toilet Soap !— 
—Maize Flour Toilet Soap !— 
—Maize Flour Toilet Soap !— 


A great discovery!—a new soap compound! It 
soothes, softens, and whitens the skin, has wonder- 
ful healing and superior washing properties, and is 
equally suited for the bath, nursery, and general 
toilet. Itis delightfully perfumed, and sold every- 
where at a moderate price. Registered in Patent 
Office, 1876, by the manufacturers. 

McKEONE, VAN HAAGEN & CO., Philadelphia. 








Fifth Avenue and Fiftieth St., 
(Opposite the Cathedral,) 


New York. 


This new and elegant hotel, conducted on the 
European plan, with a Cuisine of unsurpassed excel- 
lence, and at prices in harmony with the times, is 
now open for the reception of guests, either perma- 
nent or transient. Situation one of the finest in the 
city, and within five minutes’ waik of the Grand 
Central Depot. Great cure has been taken with the 
ventilation, heating and plumbing. The dressing- 
rooms. in this house, containing bath and toilet ap- 
pointments, are entirely separate, thereby avoiding 
the escape of sewer or other poisonous gases into 
the sleeping apartments. 

Gale, Fuller, & Co., 
PROPRIETORS. 
; aa 
Just now is a good 

e° e o 

time to begin using 
, 
The Scholars’ Quar- 
e 
terly in your class. It 
e 
will cost youonly seven 
cents for each scholar 
for three months. Send 


to this office. 


MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, 











! We will during 
as these Hard Times 
dispose of 100 PIANOS & ORGANS, new and 
second-hand of first-class makers including 
WATER?S?’ atlower prices for cash or Instnil- 
ments or to let until paid for than ever before 
offered. WATERS? GRAND SQUAL E and 
UPRIGHT PIANOS & ORGANS (INCLUDING 
THEIR NEW SOUVENIR AND oe Ded ee 4 
$299 Stop Orgaus 
$50, 4stops $58. 7 Stops S68. 8 Stops $75.10 


| Stops $88. 12 Stops $100 cash, not used a yebr 


in perfect order and warranted, LOCAL an 

TRAVELING AGENTS WANTED. Illustrated? 
Catalogues Mailed.A liberal discount/o Teachers, 
Ministers,Churches,etc, sheet music at half price. 


| FIORACE WATERS & SONS, Manufactrs.and 





Dealers, 40 East 14th St., Union square, N. Y- 


$7.20 PER QUARTER FOR TEN QUARTERS. 


ASON & HAMLI 


scmd 





CABINET ORGANS. 


HIGHEST AWARDS AT 


FOUR | 
WORLD'S EXPOSITIONS 


Paris ‘Vienna, Gantiage 


PHILADELPHIA, 1876. 


Onty Oncans assignep Finst Raxx at CENTENNIAL, 
Great variety of styles at prices which would be impovwtble for 
work uf such excellence wthuut unequaled facilities for manufacture. 


EXAMPLES OF NET CASH PRICES: 
Ive octave double reed organ 
F with t ‘eam $100 


remulant, 
Ive octave organ, nine ~tops, 
F with voix ceieste, 1 14 
Sold also for monthly or quarterly payments, or rented until 
rent pays. ipertor organ may now be purchase? bu the easy 
payment uf $1.20 per quarter for ten quarters. Cuiulogues free, 


WMIASON & HAMLIN ORCAN CO. 









164 Tremont St. #5 Union Sq. 250 Wabash Ave. 
Boston. NEW YORE. CHICAGO. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 








TEAMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 


—p—_— 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


$2.15 each. 
1.90 * 
165 “* 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « « « 
s6 615 to 29 ses eee 
30 Copies and upwards, - 


To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 
of making their subscription state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 

(Whieh includes 15 cenis for postage.) 


—o-——— 


Suvscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a@ year at yeariy rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the sume rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subseribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new suscrivers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subseriplions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction Of a paper 
ehanged should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should in- 
clude both county aud state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
clu subseription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom the 
peper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subseribers wishing to introduce ‘Tnx Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent tree 
from this office to any address. 





, 


SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .50. 

This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of ‘Tne ‘Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such. 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendent’s 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for Tur Senvay Scnoon ‘Times, as given on the 
Yellow address label of ‘Tne ‘Times. 


Sane Senet 
TIE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 
100 Copies, one month, - $ .60 
an8 ys * 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


ome year, « ° ° 


SS 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


10v Copies, three months, - «+ 
100 ed 


6.25 
one year, -_ 28 @8 23.00 


Less than 100 copies at same rates. 





GREAT BRITAIN. 


—o—— 





Subscribers in Great Britain ‘who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to dolin Wanamaker, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, - 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, - Is. 6d. 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 

this office. 


9 shillings. 


Seal ease 
Advertising Rates. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lineg to 


an inch), for each insertion, - - - 25 ets. 
Special Notices: per line (as above), - - 30 cts. 
Reading. Matter: per line (leaded), - : 50 cts. 


DISCOUNTS ON THE ABOVE RATES AS FOLLOWS: 


5 per cent.on 4 insertions. 
10 “ “ 8 oe 


13 “ “ 43 “ 
20 “ “ 9G “ 
95 “ “ 52 oe 


BQ Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Friday of the week preceding their issue. 


——)» ——_—_—_— 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 














Business Manager, | 


410 CHESTNUT STREET, Puraperrnt. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
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INSURANCE, 


MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 





THE PENN MUTUAL 
LIFE INS’ KANCE CO., OF PHILADELPHIA, 
ASSETS ACCUMULATED, $5,940,006.37. 

The Pena is a purely Mutual Company. All of its sur- 


| premiums are returned to the members eve! 

year, Uius turnishing insurance at the lowest possi- 
Lig rates. .\il policies non-forfeitable for their value 
indowluent pollues issued at life rates. Agents 
Wented. Apply to H. S. STEPHENS, Vice-President, 


921 Chosinut OL, Philadelphia, Pa. 





1825. 


1877. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FiRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 18256. 

Assets, $1,655,717.20. 
JOIN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 


SU FIRE INSURANCE CO, 


PHILADELPHIA. 
434 WALNUT STREET. 
CASH CAPITAL, : - - $200,000 
DIRECTORS: 


Capitai, $100,000.00. Py ‘ 








NELSON F. EVANS, JOHN F. GRAEFF, 
President Vice-President. 
JOUN WANAMAWER, | THOMAS NENNEDY, 
J.-E. KINGSLEY, JAMES HUNTER, 
7, W.PITK HENRY HAINES, 


Ae fee sf & PSS FS 
S.UELEENSTEIN, 


I 

J. i WM. M. SINCLAIR. 
WIRAM MILLER, 

Db 

I 

} 


JOHN 8S. WHILLDIN, 
DELL NOBLIT, JR., 
J. B. SHEPPARD, 

MC. HAMILTON, WM. A. LEVERING, 
J.S. ELWELL, D. E SMALL, York, Pa. 
WM. H. HAINES, Secretary. 

JOHN CRAWFORD, Ass’t Secretary. 


B. B. THOMAS, 
YW. NENNEDY. 








AGRICULTURAL. 


FLORIDA. 


" IT Health, Weaith, and Comfort, secure you a 
Jlome in Florida. 20-ucre Lots for $100, one 
quarter down, balance end of two years, at ORANGE 
PARK, 12 miles from Jacksonville. opposite home 
of Mrs. 1. B. Stowe. The best of land for Oranges, 
Fruits, &e. Address 


ORANGE PARK CO., Jacksonville, Fla. 





AHOME AND FARM 
OF YOUR OWN 


On the line of a GREAT RAILROAD, with good 
markets both EAST and WEST. 


NOW IS THE TIME TO SECURE IT. 


Mild Climate, Fertile Soil, Best Country for Stock 
iiaising in the United States. 





Books, Maps. Full Information, also “ THE 
PIONEER,” sent tree to all parts of the world. 
Address 0. F. DAVIS, 

Land Com. U. P. R. R., 
OMAHA, NEB, 


EDUCATIONAL. 








APS, CHARTS, COSTUMES, RELICS, etc., used 
by the late Hon. J. 8. Diehl in his lectures on 
Oriental and Bible Lands for sale. Address, 
MRS. ANNA RANDALL-DIEHL, 
35 Union Square, New York. 





Moran PARK MILITARY ACADEMY, 


MORGAN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILL. 

PREPARES FOR COLLEGE or for BUSINESS. 

Location unsurpassed. Ca- 
dets received at any time. Reference in Philadel- 
phia. Rey. H. Clay ‘Trumbull, Editor Sunday School 
‘limnes. Send for circulars to 
CAPT. E. N. KIRK TALCOTT, Principal, 

Washington Heights, Ill. 





Buildings excellent. 


EN'T+ R tAINMENTS 
THE SABBATH-SCHOOL. 


Finest Dixsolving Views of most Noted Scenery 
in the work 

Instru: 
Send 








ents and views for sale and made to order. 
stamp tor full psrtienlars, 


J. J. WILSON, 
763 Broadway, New York. 


TO 


‘incipals & Teachers, 


The NATIONAL SCHOOL BUREAU offers unsur- 





passed facilities for supplying Schools and Families | 
with competent Teachers and Teachers with posi- | 


tions, Plank form, containing plan and terms, sent 
on receiptof stamp. Large demand for Teachers of 
ability and experience. Send for PINCKNEY’S 


SCHOOL GAZETTE, devoted tothe interests of School 
advertisers and Teachers. 
TT. Cotesworth Pinckney, 
30 Union Square, 4th Ave., side near 16th Street, 
New York, formerly of Domestic Building. 


wm. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 
Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 RACE ST., PHTILAD’A. 
Hearse, Carriages. &c.. furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 

ing the Night or Day. W. James Artwoop: 








NOW READY! 


SONGS oF GRATITUDE 


For Sunday Schools, 
— BY JAS. H. FILLMORE. — 

It contains 160 pages of almost entirely new songs, 
written especially for it by many of the popular com- 
posers in d.fferent parts of the country. By nomeans 
select a book for your school until you have excmined 
Soncs or Gratirupg. Itis printed in Comb ne! Notes 
Price 35 cts.; $3.60 per doz. by express ; $4 20 by mail. 

on ee 
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


SONGS OF GLOR 8 (in Cowviued Notes.) 


Nearly 76,000 already sold. It is still selling rapidly 
and giving wmiversal satisfaction. Send for sample copy. 
Price 35 cents ; $3.60 per dozen by express. 
FILLMORE BROS., Publishers, 
SPECIMEN PAGES FREE. CINCINNATI, OHIO, 











yf SONGS are |? 
WP tobe found In 
Songs of Faith, 3 













by J. H. Tenney and 
Rev. E. A. Hoffman. 
Price:—W ords and music, 
36c, by mail, $30 per 100, 
$. BRAINARD’S SONS, 
Pus uisuers, CLEVELAND, QO. 





















NewMusical Dramas. 


RUTH, THE GLEANER. 
By J. A, Butterfield. 


* An American Opera in 
5 acts, worthy the study 
of real artists, yet not be- 
yond the reach of capable 
amateurs, Particulars 
sent free. Sample copy, 
in paper, $1.00 


LAST WILL AND TESTA- 
MENT. 
By Karl Merz 

*A sparkling amateur 
operetta, for drawing or 
concert rooms. Full of 
wit and spirited music. 
Needs no special cos- 
tuine. Specimen copy, 
$1.0v. Circulars free, 





Palmer’s Theory of Music. 

A book for every teacher and student. A clear 
and Simple guide tu musical knowledge and composi- 
tion. It covers the whole ground in a munner so 
simple as to be comprehended by the youngest 
pupil. Includes 730 questions, illustrated by 582 
examples. Meets a want never before met. 


Price, $1.CC, postpaid. 
PALMER’S SONG HERALD. 


Mr. H. R. Palmer was the originator of the class 


of books of which this is the latest and. by all odds, | 
Over 200,000 copies of his ‘**SONG KING”? | 


the best. 
were sold, ‘* SONG HERALD” will domore. It is an 
improvement on all former books for singing 
schools and classes, 

Price, 76 cents; $7.50 per dozen. 


Specimen and full particulars of Church’s Musical 


Visitor, containing $2.00 worth of new music, reading | 


matter, etc., will be sent free on receipt of postage. 
JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
Cincinnati, O. 
$05 Broadway, New York. 


~ MUSIC BOOKS! 


THE SCHOOL SONG BOOK! 


For Young Ladies’ Seminaries and 
Normal Schools. 


By C, Everest, Professor of Music in the Girls’ 
Normal School of Philadelphja. Mr. Everest by his 
position is well qualified to judge of the needs of 
the cluss of learners that will use this excellent 
book. It has, on its commodious pages, a full 
elementary course, and numerous elegant two-part 


and three-part songs, by the best composers. 176 | 


pages. 
Price, 60 cts., or $6.00 per doz. 





Good News. (35 cts.) Nice Sab, School Song Book. 
World of Song. ($2.50.) Large book uf bound music. 


Biographical ‘Sketches of 
Eminent Musical Composers. 


This charming and very useful book, by LB. 
Urbino. brings before us the prominent ineidents 
in the lives of 100 composers. including most of the 
eminent talent of the last three centuries. 
the honorable names are those of Abel. Auber, 
Boieldeau, Bellini, Cimarosa, Cramer. Donizetti, 
Gluck, Herz Hummel, Kreutzer, Lulli, Mehul, 
Moscheles, Pergolese, Palestrina, Richter. Sulieri, 
Spohr, Spontini, and Stradelia and, of course. those 
of the better known “Great Musters.” Deserves a 
place in every library. 

Price, $1.75. 
Either book mailed, post free, for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
C. H. DITSON & CO., | J. E. DITSON & CO., 
711 Broadway, 
New York. 





Among 


Philadelphia. 





BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, 76. 
Made of choice materials. and per- 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
carefully prepared. and of sufficient 
alkaline strength for a Ladies’ Toi- 
let or Nursery Soap. Made only by 
Rosinsow Bros. & Co, Boston. 
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WORTH REPEATING. 


ISRAEL’S SONG OF HOPE. 


{Horatius Bonar, in Israel’s Watehman.]} 





We have heard the voice of trembling, 
Voice of fear, but not of peace; 

‘Tis the wailing of the captive, 
As he sigheth for release - 

Shall the bondage ne'er be broken, 
Nor the sob of aves cease? 


'Tis the hour of Israel's travail 
Tis the darkness of her night; 

'Tis the time of Jacob's trouble; 
But beyond it beams the light: 

And the star of Judah’s morning 
Is arising clear aud bright. 


Still the city sitteth lonely 
In the twilight of the years— 
In her silent sackcloth mourning, 
On her cheeks the ancient tears; 
For her lovers all have left her, 
And her foes deride her fears. 


But above the voice of weeping, 
From a harp long sealed and dumb, 
She can hear the notes of gladuess, 
Sweetly speaking of a home; 
Of her ended exile telling, 
As they say, “Thy King is come.” 


‘Neath her olive's silver shadow 
There the turtle wakes her lay; 

Winter now is past; the splendor 
Shines out of an endless day. 

Wake, wake up, my love. my fair one, 
Now arise, and come away. 


See, the King in beauty cometh, 
He, thy long, long absent king ; 

As the light of morn he shineth ; 
His voice is the breath of spring. 

From thy sleep at last awaking, 
Oh, lift up thy voice and sing! 


From the dust of ages rising, 

Put on all thy ancient might, 
For to thee the crown belongeth, 

And to thee the raiment bright; 
Of the coming age the glory, 

City, dear, of peace and light! 





EGYPT AND ITS PYRAMIDS. 
[The Rev. Dr. Schaff in The Observer.] 


The gigantic proportions, the antiquity 
and the lecation of the Pyramids on the 
border of the desert, constitute their chief 
interest. And this is the character of all 
the Egyptian monuments. The ruins of 
temples, tombs, and palaces on the Nile, 





Successors to Lee & Walker, | 





| especially at Thebes and Karnak, Denderah 
| and Edfou, defy our notions of grandeur and 
sublimity, and excite our amazement at the 
mechanical skill that could remove from the 
quarries and pile up such enormous masses 
of stone; but there is no real beauty or 
grace in them, and all are disfigured by the 
| ever-returning pictures and sculptures of the 
| basest idolatry. The mind is kept vacillat- 
| ing between admiration of the old Egyptians 

as giants in architecture, sculpture and 
| painting, and pity and contempt tor them as 
| worshipers of crocodiles and frogs, cats and 
| beetles. They built as magnificent tombs 

for their sacred bulls at Sakkara as for their 
| kings at Thebes. It was easier, in the days 
| of Herodotus, to find a god on the Nile, than 
aman; and to these gods, hulf men, half 
beast, or all beast, their greatest works of 
art were dedicated. If idolatry could do so 
much, what should the worship of the only 
true and living God be able to do? But 
the noblest monuments of Christianity are 
constructed of Letter material than granite 
and marble. 

Nor should we forget that the pyramids, 
| temples and palaces of Egypt could only be 
| built under a system of absolute des; otism 
| or absolute slavery such as Egypt presented 

in the days of Moses. It was, in the lan- 
guage of the Bible, “a house of bondage.” 
Kingeraft and priesteraft, in the possession 
of all intelligence and power, used the peo- 
ple as beasts of burden and mechanical 
tools. The condition of Egypt is not niuch 
better now. The Khedive, who seenis to 
have taken Napoleon III. for his model, 
builds pahice after palace for himself and his 

tnree meal Wives, and constructs by 
forced labor railroads and sugar factories; 
but a more degraded, miserable. slavish and 
beggarly population than the Egyptians it 
would be difficult to find within the linnts 
of the civilized world. “ Backsheesh”’ is the 
first word they learn and the last they for- 
|get. You hear it everywhere from morning 

ull night, as if it were “the chief «nd of 
man.” ‘The Khedive grinds his people to 
| the very dust by taxation. He is very in- 
| tellizent and has all the varnish of the 
| French civilization, but he builds trem the 
| top downward, instead of building frem the 
| foundation upward. The result’ is Lank- 
|ruptey. But this may end in the annexa- 
| tion of Egypt to England, which will be a 
| great blessing to Egypt and a part of the 
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solution of the Eastern Question. Every | 
intelligent man in Egyp 
“woman,” tor woinan expresses no Wishes | 
in Mohaminedan countries,) longs for Eng- 
lish rule. 

It is strange that no allusion to the Pyra- | 
mids should be found in the Bible, unless it | 
be in Job 3: 14, where the Hebrew word | 
charaboth (mistranslated ‘ ‘desolate places” | 
in our English version) signifies a lofty | 
sepulciire or pyramid (fom “ perami,” | 
lofty): . 

! 





For now shou! d T have lain still and been quiet, 
I should have slept: then had I been at rest 
With kings and counsellors of the earth, 

Who built themselves pyramids. 


The Books of Moses may be read with 
increased interest on the banks of the Nile, 
especially the Book of Exodus. The real | 
history of Egypt is written in the Pyramids | 
and the Bible. To the Bible sta lent it will 
always be of deep mterest as the adopted | 
home of ae and the patriarchal family; | 
as the birtl ipl: ice of Moses, who was there | 
initiated into all wisdom under the fostering | 
care of Pharach’s daughter during the long | 
reign of Ituneses the Great; as the training | 
school of the people of God; as the house of 

bondage out of which God c illed his Son ; 
the temporary shelter of the Infunt Jesus 

and the holy family. And the student of) 


as | 


church history can never forget the important | 
gv pt rende red toChristendom 
through the learning of Origen and the or- | 


service which FE 


thodoxy of Athanasius. The time will come 


when the Cross will replace the Crescent, and | 
the gospel once more illuminate the darF- | 
} 
| 
! 
| 


ness of the land of the Nile. 





GLORIFIED FAILURE. 
Adapted from the Italian. 
{Edward IT, Rice, Ph. D., in Zion's Herald.j 


Beyond the beautiful piazzi where the 
pigeons ure fed, beyond the entrance to the 
grand eanal, on an island in the harbor, the 
venerable cloiste “r-stood. It.was the oldest 
in Italy, men said, while history and trady- 
tion joined to establish the clam. 

Hi story gravely associated with the edifice 


t ({ cannot add | darling project ‘of his life that had failed so 


| golden glories round their 


i would — : 
; equal. 
| best 





deeds of immortal renown. Tradition adde.l 
a mellow lustre to austere facts, till the truth 
was impaired by the fantastic decoration of 
legendary story. Lust of all, religion added 
its holy interest to the venerable pile, tll 
every lover of the chureh gazed with interest 
on its erambling walls. 

Yes, they were craimbling now, for their 
work was done. They had watched the gay 
gondolas go merrily along, and they had seen 
re bright hnes of the Middle Ages change 
to the somber black of modern times, till the 
long line of boats seeme cd like the funeral 
procession of the vanished grandeur. 

This, then, was the monastery we were to 
visit. The sound of the rusty knocker 
awoke the weird echoes of the place. An | 
old monk answered the call. His thin, bony 
hands elutehed the door nervously, and his } 
long white bear. { waved in the wind that 
swe “pt through the open passage. Lis eves 
were dark and penetrating; we fe At a curious 
* shrinking beneath their steady gaze, With 
subdued utterance he bade us enter, and we 
followed him, thinking how much he looked 
like some old pic ture of the vears departed. 
With a courtesy alinost tedious he. showed 
us the objects of interest about the building. 
At length he halted in front of a small, bare 
cell, and began the me we had longed to 
hear:— 

“Tt is three hun Ired vears since Brother 
Anselmo died, vet he still seems as present 
here as when he sat in yonder cell and wrote 
our parchments for us. 

“He was cunning with the pencil, and our | 
most beautiful work came from his hands. 
His whole life was one of denial and sacri- 
fice, yet still he was not content. He would 
fain prepare some work that might show his 
devotion to the dear Master he loved so well. 
At length he began an illuminated copy of | 
the Scriptures. Sut, strangely, the work 
mocked his hands; for Whe “re he strove to 
trace angel faces, grinning de mons glared at 





him from the manuscript, till, baffled, 
mocked, discouraged, he threw the work 
aside. The lague broke out in the city 


day bv day the well sickened and the aad 


died, till the place was fast becoming 
a necropolis—a city of the dead. Anselmo 


left his cell and went out amid the pestilence. | 
He knelt by the bedside of the suffering, | 
and, as he told them the simple story of the | 
Cross, the face, once rigid with mor tal agony, 
became suffused with smiles, and the soul 
winged its glad flight to a brighter world. 
“But the infection that spared neither | 
youth nor age laid its poison hand on devo- | 
tion itself, till, at length, stricken with the | 
fever, he ‘crawled buck to his cell to die. | 
Slowly bis dull eyes wandered around the | 


} Bidle 


| Ist. 


room, till they rested on the book—the 
miserably. With a gesture half regretful, | 
half impatient, he motione:l that it be: spread | 
before him. But what a sight met his 
rere gaze, for angel hands had fin- 
ished the work he haa begun, and every 
page Was radiant with celestial lig bel” 

‘The monk's story was over, and Phe spread 
the book open before us. We had seen the 
murvelous treasures of the British Museum, 
and the still richer illuminations that grace 
the library of the Vatican, but never had 
we seen work like this. Bright saints, with 
heads, gazed out | 
be nigniy from the manuscript, wh ile angelic 
forms seemed floaung lightly over its ra- 
di: int p ages, | 

We could not stand before the beautiful | 
work in awestruck admiration, as did the 
old monk beside us, for reason rose up and 
confuted his romantic legend. Poetic tervor 
could not supply the place of religious en- 
thusiasm, for the understanding refused to 
be led captive by the story, beautiful as it 





was. Yet, though history confute the | 
monk’s narrative; though inteiligent faith | 


will not give the legend credence; though 
imagination itself is unequal to the demands 
ues made,—still the storv imparts its own 

and lesson: God’s way is best. The path | 
may s3em to lead through sacrifice to igno- 
ble fariure; yet he can bring grand success 
from ruin and diss ap gitkd Wiehe. 





PUBLICATION 








N. TIBB ve & SONS. 37 Park Row. New York, 
Thei ir Sundai-sehool Depi utment has the | 
Fhe i latest Books from ail the Sunday-school 
publishers. Also. 2 extra cheap Libraries. 3d. Books 
sold only by subscription. 
others. 


Send for particulars aud catalogues. 





THIEe 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Teachers Bibles 


May be had at the following 
PRICES. 
Peart 24m0 Epition, 544x4 in. 
French Morocco. stiff covers___..-.--.------2 2. $1.50 
French Morocco, fiexible cireuit covers_-.-.__. 1.80 
Persian Moroceo, flexible covers___._.-.----__- 2.25 
Turkey Morocco, flexible or stiff covers_..-... 2.75 


Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined____ 5.00 
Postage nine cents extra. 
Nonpareil. limo Eprrtion, 6'4x4 in. 





French Morocco, stiff covers.....-..--------__- $2.40 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers___- vec ee 
Turkey Morocco. stiff or flexible covers._.--_- 3.50 
Levant Moroceo, Divinity circuit. kid lined_-._ 6.30 
Postage twelve cents extra. 
Minion 8vo Epition, 734x5'\%4 in. 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers__.- .-.--.___$4.60 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible Covers_------_ 5.0) 


Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined__._ 8.00 
Postage eighteen cents extra. 


| introduction 


Their 7 hoot vjy Department has no | 


| 
Lest book on Moody and | 
| 


EYES AND EARS; Or, How I 
OXFORD | 





For list of Aids to be found in these Bibles, see } 


| Sunday School ‘Times of Marci: 17, or send for cireu- | 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 
42 Bleecker St., N. Y. 


lar to | 
| 





iS 


Pastors, Supt’s, Teachers, and Scholars | 
Will find an Invaluable Aid in the little 


BIBLEXVERSE 





* 


~= INDICATOR= 


For ready reference to verses and parallel pas- 
sages. It is so arranged that the chapter is clearly 
inslicated on the edge of the leaves. and thus can 
immediately be found, while the verse is shown hy 
the inside index, Sunday-school superintendents | 
and leaders of prayer-mectings selecting a number 
of hymns for use during the meeting. will find this | 
Indicator infinitely better than pencil-marked pages 
and turned-down corners. Any number of passages 
ean be found and marked with the Indicator with- | 
out fear of losing the places while carrying the 
or Hymn Book to the place of meeting. Orfe 
of the Boston pastors writes: “I have used this and 
consider it one of the invaluable helps in bible 
study. almost indispensable in bible readings.” 














Sold only in sets of twelve, at 25 cents per dozen. 
for sale, 


Ta 


Also 


ie ane 


THE CHILDREN IN THE TEMPLE. 

A practical guide for pastors and superintendents 
in opening and closing exercises. S. S. concert exer- 
cises, addresses, ete. Price, $1.50 


2d. THE KNIGHTLY SOLDIER. 


One vol., 16mo, 335 pages. Price, $1.50. 
Send all orders to 


Eben Shute, 36 Bromfield St., Boston. 











SPRGIAL 8.8. BOUK STORE! 


Libraries and all implements necessary in the 
conducting of Church and Mission Sunday-schools. 


U. D. WARD, | 


150 Nassau St., up stairs, New York. 


CHURCH BELLS. 


PUBLICATIONS. 





BUGKEVE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Establis: nee in 1837. 
oun very and Tin, mounted 
angings. tor Churches, 
res, Court. houses, Fire 
chs ¢ Fully Warranted. 
=t i ‘TalOg 'e Sent 
Vanpvuzin « Ae r, 102 kb 











Superior 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLS, 


See ilustrs 
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PUBLICATIONS, 


HE WILL COME. 


NOW READY, 


Stephen H. Tyng, Jr.'s 


New work on The Second C oming of Christ, with 

hy Rev. Dr. Tyna Sr.. of St. George 

Church. New York, and sele eted poems from the 

works of Bonar. Vor th. Charlotte Elliott. Sir Fa- 

ward Denny, Bishop Heber, Faber, Beckersteth, Keble, 

Wesley, and others, 

Rich Cloth, heavy toned peper, 220 peges. Price $1.25. 
At the booksellers, or sent Bee paid on receipt of 

price by 

MUCKLGW & SIMON, Pubi’shers, Medison .Avenue 

and Forty- secs nd | Sireet, New York. 


Iswor 


New Sabbath School Books 


PUBLISHED BY THE 
PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION. 


See and HI 
AUNT YEWR OWNCHKIE. 
Price, $1.25 
BOYS AT EASTWICK. 
M. E. GRIFIITI. author of “Leaves and 
Fruit,” &c. 16mo. Four illustrations. Price, $1. 
PEWIT’S NEST SERIES 


MISS MARTHA FINLEY (Martha Sieh 
son). 12 vols. 32mo, Each two illustrations. 
Price, $3, 


ar. 


By l¢mo. Illustrated 


By 


By 





Address orders to 
JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent, 
1334 Cate at. Philadelphia, 





NEW AND FRESH 


RELIGIOUS BOOKS 


JUST READY. 


P 
A YOUNG MAN'S DIFFICULTIES WITH 
HIS BIBLE. By W. D Fauxce DD author 
of the * Fletcher Prize Essay,” «The Christian 
in Ay World.” 1 vol. l2mo, cloth, black stamp, | 
$1.2 


This is a book that should be placed in the hands 
of every young wan. 


I 
LECTURES ON THE HI: 
ING. By Joun A. Broaveus 
fessor in the mowt rn Bay tist Theological Semi 
ary, Greenville, 8. C., and author of “ A Treatise 
on ‘the Preparation and Delivery of Sermons.” 
1 vol. 12mo. black stamp, $1 50 
This is a bovk of rare value. 


STORY OF PREACH- 
D.D.LG.D.. Pree 


IIT. 
WHY FOUR GOSPELS ? or, THE GOSPEL 








1FOR ALL THE Wok j D. " Destaned to aid 
Christians in the Str ly » Hiome, and the School, 
and to a better understa ndi ng of the Gi spe ls. By 
Rev D. S. Greercory, author of “ Christian 
Ethies.”” 1 vol. l2mo pric $1 50 
Every Christian shou!d read this book. 
Vs 
MANUAL OF v Ad LIAMENTARY PRAC. 
TICE. New and tl ghiy revised edition. By 
P. HH: Mexut, D D. T 1 D Prolessor of Ethies 
and Metaphysics in the University of Georgia. 
1 vol. 160, 7de 
RECENTLY PUBLISHED. 
Vv 
eee ae AND COMM BE: NTARIES. By 
REV. C. U1. SPurGEoN, conta a list of and 
advice as to the best Commentaries published 
1 vol l2mo, price, $1.2 
VI 
THE DOCTRINE OF PRAYER: ITS UTIL 
ITY AND RELATIONS TO PROVIDENCE. By 
Dr. P. WT. Meus. Price, 60c¢ 
An invaluable little book. 
i ae ; 
SPURGEON’S LECTURES TO MY STU-/ 
DENTS. Price $1 25 
VIII. ‘ 
LIFE OF TRUST. By GroncEe XuLLER, 
Price $1 75 
Either of the above sent by mail, post-paid, on 


receipt of the price 
SHELDON & COMPANY, 
8 Murray Street, New York. 


St, € iacloneti. | 


Send One Dollar for the Pocket Edition off 
Webster’s Dictionary. 


Contains 18.000 Words, Rules of Spelling, 
Tables of Money, Weights and Measures; 
Abbreviations, Words, Phrases, Proverbs, 
ete., from the Greek, the Latin, and the 
Modern Iangua zes. Moroeco Tucks. Gilt 
Edges. By Mail on receipt of $L OU. 
For sale by all dealers. 


Ivison. Blakeman, Tayler & Co. 
Publishers Webster's School Dictionaries, 
138 and 140 Grand Street, New York. 


BeREAN QUARTERLY. 


A Magazine Lesson Aid for Inter- 
mediate and Senior Scholars. Each 
number THIRTY-TWO pages. Only 
7 cents a quarter, or 25 cents a year. 
100 copies for three months cost only 
$6 25; 16 copies cost but $1 00, or 








- | Moody’s Favorites N 


5 copies for 32 cents. Pictorial 
s | Notes; Pictorial Illustrations; Maps; 
Word Studies; Tabulated Statements, 
etc. The most complete, beautiful, 
practical, and helpful of all the In- 
ternational Lesson Helps. Wherever 
known it isimmensely popular. THE 
BEREAN QUARTERLY for April, May, 
and June now ready. Send seven 
cents for a specimen number and 
be convinced. Immediate attention 
given to all orders. Address 

NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 

805 Broadway, New York. 


Fifty Sermons by D, L Moody 


FOR ONE DOLLAR, 


1 Where art Thou? 
2 Address to Young Men, 
‘oO. 1 


Mocdy’s Sermons 


o. |. 
3 Address to Young Men, 
‘0. 2 


One vol. 544 pages. No. 2. 
’ 4 What Christ is to Us. 
Moody’s Sermons 5 Nuaman. 
6 The Life of Lot. 
One vol. 544 pages. 7 The Life of Jacob. 


8 The Life of Peter. 








’ 9 The Conversion of Saul 
Moody § Sermens 10 ane te. Thief. 
11 Danie! No. 1. 
One vol. 544 pages. 2 ey I No. 2. 
: 13 Daniel No. 3. 
Moody $ Sermons 14'The Pharisee and the 
Publican. 
One vol. 544 pages. 15 Work. 
16 — 
’ 17 Praise. 
Moody’s fermons 1s Behold: 
19 Trust. 
One vol. 544 pages. 20 Repent. 
3 ‘ 21 Excuses, No. 1. 
22 I:xcuses, No, 2. 
Moo y a Sermons 8 i 9 pe epareteion, 
rat is own Brother.” 
One vol. 544 pages. FA The Precious Blood, 
’ ok 
| Moody § Sermons 26 The Precious Blood, 
0. 2. 
One vol. 544 pages. 27 tow tu Study the Dible, 
1 Ae 
28 How to Study the Bible 
| Moody’s Sermons” aye , 
> a 
One vol. 644 pages. 29 Ad caren to Parents, 
— Is S 99 Addre: ‘ss to Parents, 
ermo: 
y MS ci whagoes Called to Re- 
One vol. 544 Pensance. 
Ki se chris the Good Shep- 
’ 
Moody’s Sermonsss their’ Rock is not as 
our Rock. 
One vol. 544 pages. 34 ioe to Business 
Men 
’ 35 Hindrances, 
'Moody’s Sermons Charity. 
: ‘ 37 Heaven, No. 1. 
One vol. 544 pages. 38 Heaven. No. 2. 
’ 39 Rewards. 
Moody’s Sermons 40 Blindness; 
Veighed.” 
One vol. 544 pages. 12 The Good Samaritan. 
43 ‘io the Afilicted. 
c 44 What shall I d 
| Moody’s Eermons “ ‘bat shel! 1 do to be 
| ie eld 45 Christ's Commands. 
| ne vol. 544 pages. 46 How to Conduct In- 
quiry Mee tings. 


} Moody’s* Sermons 4 47 'T he: “L Wills” of Christ, 


| 8 ‘The Mission of Clirist. 

Gne vol. 544 pages. 9 The Saerfiice of Christ, 

| Pad Pa 50 The Death of P. P. Bliss. 

The above-named fifty sermons by D. L. Moody 

will be sent prepaid to any address on recei a of 
one dollar by the undersigned. Also for sale 


| Geom Hymns No.2. 30¢. 


| Ss 

Meody’ 8 Favorites ‘ tuc i_ Bibles from $1 to 

Grave aaa Truth. 

Regeneration. 10e. 

i on Genesis (C. H. 
1. 


50c. 


Hees. ‘on Exodus (C. H. 
1. 
iene Fi avorites Not on Leviticus (C. H. 


otes 7. Numbers (C. H. 
M..$1 


| Mocdy’s Favorites ~ 


Crude n's - Concordance, 
75. 


Cruden" s Concord. (cond.), 


$1.50, 
Scripture Text Book. 750. 


Mcody’s Favorites 


ADDRESS" 
EBEN. SHUTE, 
26 Bromfield St., Bosten- 
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AGENTS WANTED. 


$55 8 $77 bo Vickioky Suguse, Maine 


$12 terms aday athome. Agents wanted. Outfit and 
terms free. TRUE & CO., Augusta, Maine. 








56 a week in cu own town. Terms and $% out- 
tit free. . Hatvetr & Co., Portland, Maine. 


AGENTS! § $8 a day, sure, to all. Write to SIMP- 
CON 4 ‘SMITH, New York City. 
5 to 20 per dey athome. Samples worth $5 
free. Stinson & Co., Portland, Maine, 
{ aday. Employment forall. Catalogues 
free. Samples, 25 cents. 
FE ETON & CO., 119 Nassau St., New York City. 











IVE MEN Wanted in every city in the Union, $10 a 

day made selling the Eureka Letter Copying Book 
and Ink; no press required ; money, time and labor 
saved. Address with stamp, Eureka Mfg. Co., 56 
Reade St., N. Y. 





ANTED MEN to travel and sell to Denlers o 
a new unbreakable glass chimneys a 
lamp goods, NOPEDDLING. Salary liberal, busi- 
ness permanent. Hoteland traveling expenses paid. 
MONITOR LAMP CO., 264 Main St., bec tei Oto. 





N —The choicest 1n the world—Importers 
T. EAS. prices—Largest Company in Asuetica— 
staple artic PS deve wes everyvbody—Trade euntin? maly 
increasing—Agents wanted everywhere—bust in- 
ducements—don’'t waste time—send for Circular te 
ROBERT WELLS, 43 Vesey St., N.Y. P. O. Box, 1287. 


EBM e337 


EASILY AVERAG 
70 PER WEF K. 


Address W. P. Ray & Co., Chicago. 


9 SERMONS IN CHICAGO 
are in the book GREAT 
JOY, from the Chicago 


Inter-Ocean Verbatim 
Reports. 544 Pages, $2. Portraits of Moody, Sanke 
and Bliss. iis is entirely different from GLA 
TIDINGS, is 72 New York Sermons from the Tribune 
Reports. 504 pages, $2. Either book mailed on re- 
ceiptot price. AGENTS WANTED. $50 per week profit. 
E. B. TREAT, Publisher, 805 Broadway, N. Y. 


' G0 
The Grand oRK of the Ax.S ‘ore Adam. Its date- 
less origin, thrilling and mysterious poe dy in becoming a 
fit baode for man. The weauties, wonders and realities of 
Plan 28 shown by Science, 8o plain, clear and easily under- 
stood that all read it with delight. St 
nd _for Clrealas, Terms and Sample Illustrations. 
Address, J. O. McOURKDY o0., Philadelphia. 


THE MORNING HOUR. 4. a Earie.n.v. 


Now ready for Agexts, The great family subscrip- 
tion book of the year. Meets a daily household 
want. The author iseverywhere known. His other 
books have had a great sale, and are in constant 
demand. This is his crowning work. Exclusive 
territory. For full particulars address, J. H. Earg, 
Boston, Mi ASS. 

















A YEAR. AGENTS WANTED on 
00s our Grand Combination Prospec- 
tus, representing 


wanted everywhere. The biggest thing ever tried. 
Sales made from this when all single Books fail. 
Also Agents wanted on our Magnificent Family 
Bibles. Superior toall others. With Invaluable iilus- 
trated Aids and Superb Bindings. These Books beat 
the World. Full Particulars free. Address JOHN E, 
PO TTE R & CO., Publishers, Philadelphia. 


GENTS WANTED for the Full History of 
the Wonderful Career of 


Moody and Sankey 


in Great Britain and America. Embraces biog- 
raphies, sermons, songs, addresses, prayer meeting 
talks, incidents, gems from the great preachers, 
sketch and portrait of P. P. Bliss, ete. 720 pages, 13 
engs. Price, $2. Sells at sight. For best terms ever 
heard of, address H. S GOODSPEED & CO., 14 Bar- 
clay Street, New York, or 287 Vine Street, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 


(i GTS WANTED FOR RITION 


ENTEN’L EXHIBITIO 


It contains nearly 400 fine e mrerag s of buildings 
and scenes in the Great Exhibition. cat is the only au- 
thentic and complete history published. @It treats of 
the grand buildings, wonderful exhibits, curiosities, 
great events, ete. Very cheap, and sells at sight. 
One Agent sold 48 copies in one day. Send for our 
extra terms to Agents and a full description of the 
c Yi iT TION NATIONAL PuBLisHine Co., Philad’a, Pa. 

Unreliable and worthless books 

UTION « onthe Exhibition are being cir- 

Cau o not be deceived. See that the book 

you buy contains 918 pages and nearly 400 fine en- 
gravings. — 








Mi Words, 
—_ 
a 


This is the Intest, most attractive, largest, cheap- 
est. and best illustrated book on this wonderful man 
tiat has yet been published, It contains Life of Moody, 
sankey, hittle, and others. Also, Moody's 
best Sermons, Bible Portraits, Outlines of Doctrine, Bible 
Readings, and addresses in London, Edinburgh, Dublin, 
Brooklyn, New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, and Boston. 


AGENTS Sees 


NTED. Send for full de- 
Y Ante terms and circulars to 
VELSUN & PHILLIPS, 805 Broadway, N. Y. 


Cash to 


the United States and Canada, 





cash commissions. 


free. 
ADDRESS, 


day School Times and Scholars’ 


we will make known our terms, and ‘furnish an agent’s 


Agents. 


For a few months we want to employ agents in every town in 


to get subscribers for The Sun- 


Quarterly. We propose to pay 


Any man, woman, boy, or girl, who wishes 
to act for us, will please send us his or her name at once, and 


outfit 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 
610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 












In order that it may be seen by every Sunday- 
School Worker in the country, we will send 
FREE to any address, specimen copies of 


Our Morninc GuIbE ! 


EDITED BY ALEXANDER CLARK, D.D. 

Semi-Monthly. Only 26 Centsa Year. Fifteenth Year. 
Address JAMES ROBISON, Pub., 132 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

a= Our New Catalogue of S.8. Books Aids and Requisites, sent to any address. G& 


Better Than Ever. 








AGENTS WANTED. 


SH PRMTINE 


ANT & OO., manufactuters ELOPES 
PAPER, 3, 4,6, and8 Home 8t., CincINNATI, OHI0, 





GENTS, speak quick! A little te ery remains 

unassigned for Memoirs of P. P. Bliss, 

by Whittle, Moody, and Sankey, with steel-plate por- 

traits of Mr. and Mrs. Bliss and children—to be 

ublished in a few days. Address A. 8. BARNES & 

‘0., Publishers, New York or Chicago. By the same 
Publishers, Autobiography of Finney. 


GENTS WANTED—FOR MOODY’S SERMONS, 
Addresses, and Prayers. This Book contains 

604 , over 8 fine engravings. Retails $2.50, plain 
cloth: $3.00 full gilt; $3.50 Arabesque Jeather. Also, 
of Bliss and Sankey Hymns. Retail 

Either of the above sent 
ee GREENWOOD, 30 North 











Sona VictoriEs 0 
price, 50 and 75 cents. 
ostpaid by addressin 
ifth Street, Philadelphi 


ACENTS nn 


Goodyear’s Pocket Gymnasium. 


ENDORSED BY THE MOST EMINENT PHYSICIANS. 
The Most Complete System 
OF PHYSICAL EXERCISE 
Ever Devised for Home 
Practice. 
100,000 in use by men, 
women and children. 
Used standing, sitting or 
reclining. 
Hundreds of graceful 
movements. 
For home, office, schools, 
huspitals. 
Price List.-No.1, for Chil- 
drei 4 to 6 years, 31 00. No. 
2, for Children 6 to 8 $1.10. 
1.20. No 4, for Children 10 tol4, 
Children I¢ years and u ht 
1.40. No . 6, for Gentlemen of moderate oenet pice 
0. 7, used by Ladies, Children or Gents, $2.00. 8, 
for Gentlemen of extra strength, $2.50. Full set, p-* 
use, 1 each, (1 to 6) Two 7’s and Two 8's, $16.00. Nos.7 and 
are fitted with a screw-eve aud hook to attach to the wall or 
floor. A pair of No. 7, ($4.00), or 8. ($5.00), make a complete 
Gymnasium and Health Lift. Sent post-paid on receipt of 
price. Exclusive Agencies granted in unoccupied territory. 
Exclusive rights t' sell the Pocket Gymnasium afford 
the largest possible returns for small investments. Its sales 
are nearly universal wherever it is placed betore the pub- 
tie and its merits fully understood. 
For Illustrated descriptive circulars, terms, &c., address, 


Goodyear Rubber Curler Cos, 
% 0, Box 5,156. 697 Broadway, New Yorke 
BUBBER GOODS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 





No. 3, for Children 8 to 10, 
1 No 5, for Ladies an 








CARDS. 





} Extra Fine Mixed ete, with name, 10 cents, 
post-paid. L. JONES & CO., Nassau, N. Y 








25 EveGant Carps, 20 abies with name, 10c. post- 


paid. GEO. I. REED & CO., Nassar au, N. Y 











95 FANCY CARDS. 16 styles, with name, 10c., » how 
paid. J.B. HU STED, Nassau, Renss. Co., 





“WONDER CARDS.”—Curious and amusing: in- 
genious pastimes; tell important facts, ete. Young 
and old will be instructed and pleased. Ten cents. 
Address W. G. BROWN, 8 Grand Street, New York. 


YOUR NAME neatly printed on 50 nice tinted 

4 cards for 15¢. 50 Granite, 20c. 
30 Acquaintance, lic. 25 Transparent. 20e, Elegant 
Card Cases. 10 and l5c. Standard Card Factorv. 


Brockton, Mass. 
Hi N Snow 


Q@  J.KILE f 
450 NORTH TWELFTH ST., 
Chorch and Soday School 


FURNITURE FACTORY. 


WOOD TURNING. 


Iewel’s Baluster, Table Legs, Hand and Altar Rail. 








—— 








MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 





Ready in April! 


Welcome Tidings 


A NEW COLLECTION OF 
SACRED SONGS FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL, 
‘BY MESSRS. 


LOWRY, DOANE and SANKEY. 
Including the last Hymns and Music of the late 
P.P. BLISS. 


WELCOME TIDINGS 


Will comprise a combination of talent never before 
equaled in a Sunday-school book. Besides a large 
amount of new material by its authors, it will con- 
tain contributions by other well-known and popular 
writers of the day. 

4@~ Mr. Buiss’s many friends will be glad to know 
that his two little boys will receive the largest pro- 
portion of the copyright accruing from the sale of 


WELCOME TIDINGS. 


This is the only new Song Book authorized by the 
— of Mr. Bliss, or in which they have any in- 
eres 


160 pages of our usual Sunday-school style. in Board 
Covers, 330 per 100; 35 cents by Mail. : 


One copy sent by mail, in paper covers, as soon as pub- 
lished, on receipt of twenty-five cents. . . 


BIGLOW & MAIN, JOHN CHURCH & CO. 
76 East 9th Street, 66 West 4th Street, 
NEW YORK. CINCINNATI. 


IF YOUR WASTE PIPES 
ARE' STOPPED, 


Instead of sending for a 
Plumber, 
Use one of our 
RUBBER 
ELASTIC FORCE CUPS. 


Sent by mail on receipt of 
price. 

50 Cents. 

D. HODGMAN & CO, 
Sole Manufacturers, 

27 Maiden Lane, 

NEW YORK. 
Send for description. 


LATHES zit°ismncsste- 
each 


SCROLL SAWS Txtampn? 


Barnes’, Dexter, Centennial, an 
Beaci’s Parlor—70c. to $30 each, 
Sorrento Saws, Carve=. 

















Nov 1377 "ye 





ToolsandDesigns, 
for Amateurs, Machin= 
ists, Carpenters, Cab- 
akers, and every depart= 
auent O£ Mechanical Tvade. 


with best quality of tools 
TOO CHESTS a a reo 
or machines you require. 


TALLMAN & MCFADDEN, 


TOOL DEPOT, 
hiladelphia, Pa- 


607 Market Street, P 
OUR NAME PRINTED on 40 Mixed Cards 








for 10c, Cutnron Bros., CLINTONVILLE, Cr, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 





“THE BEST POLISH IN THE WORI: 




















ES rei psi aco, 
Sas. 6 

















BRANSON KNITTERS, 
$20. 

Received Highest Centennial Award. 
BEST WORK AT LEAST COST. 
USE* MAY BE LEARNED IN ONE HOUR. 
Work surpasses that made by hand. 
Every Machine fully warranted. 

AGENTS WANTED. 
Machines, Hosiery, Yarns. etc. 
157 N. EIGHTH St., Philadelphia. 











PER CENT. NET. 


Kansas, Missouri and lowa Improved Farm 

First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 

We guarantee, as an assurance. that we loan not to 

exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 

years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 

day on interest or principal; no investor through us 

ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send for 
particulars and references. 


J. B. WATHINS & CO., 
Lawrence, Kan., or HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 
30 Pine Street, New York. 


DR. WARNER'S HEALTH CORSET 
WITH SKIRT SUPPORTER 


AND 
SELF-ADJUSTING PAD. 


Secures Health and Comfort of 
M Body, with Grace and Beauty of 
Pee) Form. Three Garments in one. Ap- 
7 cA proved by all physicians. 
AGENTS WANTED. 
Samples by mail, in Coutil, $2; 
Satteen, $1.75. To Agents, 25 cents 
less. Order size two inches smaller 
* than waist measure over the dress. 


WARNER BROS., 763 BROADWAY, N. Y 


Foot-Power Scroll Saws 


CENTENNIAL 
MEDAL 
AWARDED 

TRUMP BROS. 

Wilmington, 
Del. 
Manufacturers 
of the 

DEXTER SAW 

(New Patent) 
Price, $6.00. 
FLEETWOOD 
(5000 sold.) 
$13.00 to $15.00. 
DEXTER 
Emery Grinder 
& Polisher, 


$6.00. 


These Machines warranted in every respect. 


Send for Circular and Illustrated List of Designs of 
Brackets, Frames, and Fancy Articles. 



























THE NATIONAL m Manorsorwan FURNITURE co. 


NUFAC? 
111 & 113 William St. Y., and 113 “ 118 State St., Chicago. 
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5 5. S. WiILTBERGFr., Propr., 
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